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Vo..clxxxvit December 31,1954 No. 5837 


NEWS SUMMARY 


CO 1MENT by Sir Alfred Hurst on the future of the London 
B vilders’ Conference is given. ‘* The Conference,” he says, 
* vill take up other things.’ Sir Alfred’s remarks, and a 
r20rt of the debate in Parliament, are given on p. 1062 


AN APPEAL by Fareham (Hants) UDC against an award of 
£7,258 to a firm of builders, granted because a contract took 
lager than estimated to complete, was allowed by the Court of 
“peal on December 20. p. 1070 


ABANDONMENT OF FLUCTUATION CLAUSES in contracts 
o up to £3,000 has been recommended by the Eastern Counties 
Legional Council. p. 1070 


Bl: MINGHAM CORPORATION’S establishment committee 
has approved incentive bonuses for the housing department's 
1.000 building workers in an attempt to stop the drift to higher- 
paid jobs with private firms. p. 1075 


THE CONFERENCE YIELDS 


‘THE Minister of Works’ announcement in the House of 

Commons on December 21 that the London Builders’ 
Conference has agreed to abandon the practices criticised 
by the Monopolies Commission has been generally wel- 
comed. Those practices (as stated in our last issue) were 
principally the requiring of Conference members to report 
their tender prices before sending them in to the building 
owner’s agent, and the Conference’s adjustment in some 
cases of those prices. As a result, builders now tendering 
for the work of Government building departments will no 
longer be required to sign the form of declaration which 
had been directed against these practices, but all builders at 
present on the approved Government lists will be asked to 
confirm that they wish to remain there and will accept the 
condition not to take part in the practices criticised; firms 
seeking admission to the official lists will also be required 
to sign this “ once-and-for-all ” undertaking. In so far as 
there are organisations, not all of them known, which 
operate on Conference lines outside the Metropolis, the 
giving of such an understanding is rightly and properly 
required. 

The London Builders’ Conference is to be congratulated 
on bowing to the clearly expressed wish of Parliament and 
public that its equivocal activities should end. Those that 
control it should now consider how quickly the organisa- 
tion can be wound-up and disbanded, for its continued 
existence must, in the circumstances, give rise to public 
«nxiety which will hardly be lessened by Sir Alfred Hurst’s 
statement (see page 1062) that the Conference will now 
‘take up other things.” The process of disbanding will 
accelerated if the Minister of Works will take steps to 
fnsure that all Government building departments see 
o it that the order of tenders, if not the prices, be imme- 
liately communicated to the firms concerned: at the meet- 
ng which shortly he is to have with the local authority 


associations the Minister, it may be hoped, will secure their 
co-operation in this matter as well as in the major 
question of excluding from local authority building work 
those builders who are not prepared to give the under- 
taking to stand apart from the practices condemned in the 
Monopolies Commission’s report. If Government and local 
authorities stand together in these matters, they will greatly 
assist private building owners and their architects who so 
far have carried single-handed the responsibility of securing 
the builders’ compliance in signing the form of declaration 
advocated by the RIBA and so protecting the building 
owner from possible exploitation and the builders them- 
selves from being publicly named as indulging in price- 
fixing. 

At the same time we repeat the warning already given 
that the abandonment by the Conference of the practices 
complained of does not mean that the conditions which 
first gave rise to them have been abated. Action, on lines 
recommended by the Robertson report, is urgently 
required. 


SHOULD ART HISTORY BE TAUGHT? 


“* 4 RE we to attempt to teach the history of art in schools 

*~™ of art and if so, how should it be done? ” That was 
the essential question underlying the thoughtful paper that 
Mr. Basil Taylor gave at the RIBA recently. (Extracts 
from it appear elsewhere in this issue.) The answer to the 
question must depend on the purpose and the use made 
of the teaching. If it is intended, apart from obviously 
practical purposes, to provide a cultural background for 
fuller enjoyment of life, and in fact does so, such study is a 
wholly admirable activity. If, however, it serves only to 
confuse the student seeking a livelihood, turning him into 
a copyist instead of stimulating his creative ability, 
there is not much to be said for it. 

Architecture, with its discipline of structural purpose 
and economics, must always be more “ earthbound ” than 
the fine arts of painting and sculpture, for example; but 
even in architecture, teaching has often been, and in some 
cases still is, aesthetically tendentious in one direction or 
another. So far as the historical styles are concerned this 
is not without its use, fer while our inheritance of fine 
architecture endures we shall always need learned men 
to watch over its conservation. 

Training for successful practice in the field of contem- 
porary building is a different matter. Great progress is 
being made in structural techniques, and architects may 
often have to collaborate with structural engineers. The 
more they know of structure, as of building economics, 
the better. Professor Basil Ward, in the discussion on 
Mr. Taylor's paper, held that there was a case for freeing 
the architectural student from historical precedent and 
method, but not from the discipline of structural precedent, 
of knowing about the history of structure; he preferred 
a history of structure to a history of stylistic architecture. 
Architectural education has come under heavy fire lately 
on account of its admitted failings. If Mr. Taylor's paper 
helps to clarify one aspect of the subject it will have served 
a useful purpose. 
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Notes of the Week 


ART EXHIBITIONS 


[wo current London exhibitions, be- 
sides being important, will give great 
pleasure in their different ways, writes 
Basil Marriott. One, under the title 
“ Aspects of Eighteenth Century Art,” is 
at the British Museum (Department of 
Prints and Drawings) for an_ indefinite 
period, and is complementary to the 
Royal Academy’s. 

Arranged in three bays, the selection 
wisely leaves it to the visitor to choose 
his standpoint for the “ aspect” except 
that a pointer to the themes implied is 
given to the second bay by the title 
Picturesque Travel. This, of course, sug- 

ests the Grand Tour, and J. R. Cozens, 

rancis Towne, Wm. Pars, John W. 
Smith, with the Frenchmen Fragonard, 
Robert and Desprez and the German 
Johann Hackert, are the documenters and 
embellishers of that fashionable and re- 
vivable exercise. 

The first bay is devoted mainly to 
French and Venetian masters — Wat- 
teau, Tiepolo and others, while drawings 
by Hogarth show the influence of, for 
instance, the former. Studies by such 
“face painters” as the young Moreau, 
Fragonard and typical Venetian land- 
scapes by Canaletto and Guardi are re- 
inforced by the English and Italian cari- 
caturists. The sketch-books of Sir J. 
Thornhill, Reynolds, G. P. Panini and 
Canaletto’s precursor, Carlevarie, are 
shown. 

The third bay includes Le Carceri 
among its Piranesi etchings and drawings, 
and among the English draughtsmen 
Gainsborough is well represented, while 
the Dutch-English correlation is ex- 
emplified. 

This is a most welcome experiment by 
the Museum in, as it were, successively 
bringing out and dusting off for the pub- 
lic a selection of its treasures. Such a 
survey of “context and relationship” 
cannot but be of benefit and interest to 
the amateur, as well as giving visual 
pleasure. 


DAVID JONES AT THE TATE 


AT the Tate Gallery, until the end of 
January, is the David Jones Exhibition 
of Paintings, Drawings, Engravings and 
Inscriptions arranged by the Welsh Com- 
mittee of the Arts Council. It has al- 
ready been shown this year at three 
centres in Wales and Edinburgh. 

David Jones is a Welshman in every 
sense: though inheriting some Italian 
blood he remains a Celt. With the volun- 
tary and overdue stripping away of much 
of the fustiness and unbleached calico 
associated with such national institutions 
as the Eistedfodd, we are only just be- 
ginning to realise the unquenchable light 
that shines through. One would hardly 
call David Jones unrecognised, but as 
with Dylan Thomas it may be some time 
before he receives more popular acclaim. 
There is the same mixture of poetry and 
earthiness, of symbolism and almost 
super-realism, and the timelessness of re- 
ligious or mythical theme expressed in 
most modern and almost vernacular 
idiom. His illustrations to his “ In paren- 
theses * (Hawthornden Prize 1938) and his 
later “ Anathemata” are included and 
show the peculiar integration of a most 
individual intellect. This wholeness of 
the Celtic temperament is quite different 
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NEW UNIT FOR OXFORD HOSPITAL.—A model of the new Admission Unit 
of Littlemore Hospital, Oxford, the foundation stone of which was laid by Lord 


Nuffield on December 2. 


The Unit is designed to relieve the over-crowding in the 


old hospital buildings which were completed in 1904, and is the first building operation 


undertaken by the hospital since that year. 
storey wings connected to a central administrative unit. 


The new building is a series of single- 
Construction is mainly tradi- 


tional with brick load-bearing walls and flat roofs of precast concrete unit design. 
Mr. G. }. Beard, ARIBA, of Messrs. R. Fielding Dodd and Stevens of Oxford, 


1s the architect. 


Messrs. Ernest R. Babbs and Sons are the quantity surveyors, and 


the main contractor is the High Wycombe branch of Messrs. Y. }. Lovell and Son, Ltd. 


from the Anglo-Saxon “ all-rounder.” 

David Jones’ delicacy and subtlety, 
however, is essentially virile if of a ner- 
vous and sensitive masculinity. This 
applies particularly to colour: on close 
inspection, none of it is vivid or florid, 
but few others can convey such richness 
and sparkle without over-sweetness. Al- 
though it is impossible to do justice to in- 
dividual works in such a comprehensive 
exhibition here, almost all follow a tech- 
nique and medium employing a flowing 
and sometimes tenuous accented line 
— colour washes suggesting transparent 
inks. 

For architects, his inscriptions will be 
of particular interest — in freehand 
Roman characters as “ gutty” and un- 
equivocal as a Pompeian election slogan 
—pleasant contrast to so much rather 
prissy “ craftsman’s calligraphy.” 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JANUARY 3. 


RIBA.—Last of two lectures for children on 
Coventry Cathedral by Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, 
FRIBA, 66, Portland-place, WI. 3 p.m. 

RICS.—** Valuations for the Purposes of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1954,’’ by r, 
Nardecchia, BSc, FRICS. 12, Great George-street, 
SWI. 5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 4. 
RIBA.—Announcement of award of prizes and 
studentships. Also, ‘‘ Chandigarh: The Capital of 
the Punjab,’’ by Mr. Maxwell Fry, CBE, FRIBA. 
66, Portland-place, Wl. 6 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 6. 
RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—‘‘ Coventry Cathe- 
dral,’” by Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, FRIBA, 
12, Great George-street, SWI. 6.15 p.m. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 7. 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties AA.—‘‘ The Effect 
of the Development Plan on Birmingham’s Future,’’ 
by Sir Herbert Manzoni, CBE, MICE. Royal Bir- 
mingham Society of Artists’ Galleries, New-street, 
Birmingham. 6 p.m. 


STRUCTURE AND DECORATION 


UNDER the title of “Structure in 
Relation to Decoration,’ Mr. F. E. 
Green, head of Brighton College of Arts 
and Crafts’ Architecture. Department, 
gave a lecture at the Building Centre on 
December 14 under the auspices of the 
Incorporated Institute of British Decora- 
tors and Interior Designers, whose 
president was in the chair. ~ 

Mr. Green, I thought, writes Basil 
Marriott, brought a most thoughtful and 
logical approach to bear on a theme that 
urgently needs re-establishing, particu- 
larly for the younger building and 
decorating craftsman. This is the lesson 
of history in evolving an aesthetic of 
ornament, from the medieval “ crafts- 
man’s flourish”? onwards, which stems 
naturally from the materials and methods 
of construction. 

We are still suffering from a hangover 
of the latter, and I have had occasion here 
to note, and deplore, what is going on in 
otherwise enlightened centres of building 
training at the instance of what seem to 
be the requirements of the industry 
educationists. We are still trying to 
reintegrate the outside and the inside of 
our buildings, as the lecturer implied in 
showing slides of contemporary work to 
folow his historical examples. 

It seems odd that the lack of attach- 
ment, both physical and aesthetic, be- 
tween so many buildings and _ their 
decorations is a comparatively moderr 
phenomenon, and is being aggravated 
rather than otherwise at schools where 
both architects and builders are being 
taught. I hope the next IIBD and ID 


lecture—also at the Building Centre, at 
6.30 p.m. on January 18 next—by Mr. 
E. Elton, on “ Glass Panelled Walls and 
Screens,” will be well attended. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTURE AS AN ART 
To the Editor of The Builder 


G!R,—As a former, and grateful, pupil 
“of Mr. Cotton, I would venture to 
disagree with the last paragraph of his 
otherwise excellent letter (your issue 
December 17). Possibly other civilisa- 
tions have trained the right people to 
genius but then only a handful of 
geniuses were required. To-day the pro- 
fession urgently needs many hundreds. 

The “art” of architecture I believe 
cannot be taught. All that can be done 
is to help the growing awareness and 
feeling for design that slowly grow in the 
student’s mind. If that feeling is not 
there, no amount of teaching or practical 
work will produce an artist though it will 
and does produce a competent designer 
of rather dull buildings. 

R. Morcan [ARIBA]. 
29, Netherby-gardens, Enfield. 


EVENING CLASS ATTENDANCE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—I have read with considerable in- 
“terest in your issue of December 24 
the account of the conference on building 
education convened by the LMBA, not 
least that part in which reference is made 
to the difficulties experienced by the 
technical schools and the employers in 
securing attendance of their apprentices 
at evening classes. 


Two points occur to me. First, that 
as one who subscribes to the view that no 
one fully appreciates anything which is 
given for nothing, I feel that the practice 
of employers paying in advance for the 
apprentices’ fees is the surest way to 
casual acceptance of the benefits of 
evening education. A_ better way, I 
suggest, is for employers to reimburse the 
students half, or if they wish, the whole 
of the fees conditional upon a satisfac- 
tory number of attendances (which might 
be 80 per cent.) over the whole term, and 
upon a satisfactory termly report by the 
principal of the technical school. Em- 
ployers could, if they wished, couple this 
with some scheme of bounty for the 
really keen student. The student-appren- 
tice who objects to such a proposal is 
probably not worth either the employer’s 
money or the school’s time being spent 
upon him. 


The difficulty referred to of how the 
employer is to keep himself informed of 
the apprentice’s progress and attendances 
at evening class could be met by giving 
each apprentice a small log-book of 
pocket size in which attendances, termly 
report and a note of any successes could 
be entered. Such a log-book might also 
have space for autographs of staff and 
fellow-students and so be a record of a 
period of an apprentice’s training which 
many might look at in after-life with 
pleasure. But above all, the log-book 
could be the reason for each employei 
to meet, at monthly intervals say, his 
apprentices and talk over progress and 
problems. Cannot the LMBA and the 
London County Council get together and 
discuss such possibilities as there may be 
in the scheme I outline? 

Ex-SCHOOLBOY. 
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CLICHE ? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


wIR,—I notice in contemporary work 

an increasing tendency to surround 
elevations with a framework, sometimes 
projecting 2ft. or more beyond the 
building line. This does not seem to 
serve any practical purpose, in fact, at 
certain times it shuts off some of the 
light from the interior. Is this frame- 
work merely a contemporary cliché, 
wasting material and increasing cost, or 
have | missed the point? 

INQUISITIVE. 


MEASURING PC ITEMS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR.—In recent bills of quantities I 
have been pricing, I have come 
across an increasing number of items 
that I feel should be prime cost items or 
provisional sums. The items concerned 
are proprietary fittings and items for 
which the contractor must employ a sub- 
contractor. I feel that this is just another 
example of the architects trying to put 
the responsibility on to the already 
heavily-burdened contractor. 

When the quantity surveyor was 
approached as to why they’ were 
measured, he said it was at the architect’s 
request; in this I feel that quantity 
surveyor-members of the RICS should 
stand up to the architect, act impartially 
and think fairly. This quantity surveyor’s 
reply, however, was: “ You can’t argue 
with the architect.” 

I do feel that it is time the contractors 
were treated with the respect and fairness 
they deserve. A barrister has stated 
recently that all the responsibility is 
thrown on to the contractor. If he is 
right, it is a very unsatisfactory state of 
affairs. 

NORFOLKMAN. 


BOLTON TRAINING COLLEGE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—Many of your readers from time 
to time have expressed their interest 
in the future of Bolton Training College 
for Technical Teachers; J should be 
pleased if you could inform them, 
through the medium of your newspaper, 
that the College is to continue. The 
announcement was made in Parliament 
on December 9. 
Mr. Philip Bell asked the Minister of 
Education whether he was now jn a posi- 
tion to make a statement about the 
future of the Bolton Technical Teachers’ 
Training College, to which the Minister 
of Education replied: “After careful 
consideration, I have concluded that the 
Bolton Technical Teachers’ Training 
College should continue and that the 
necessary capital development should 
proceed.” 
G. C. PAWLEY, Principal, 
Bolton Training College. 


Manchester-road, Bolton. 


HIGHER TECHNOLOGY 


The London and Home Counties Regional 
Advisory Council for Higher Technological 
Education have now issued a Bulletin out- 
lining the special courses in higher tech- 
nology to be held in their region during 
1955. Copies, price 1s. 6d., from the 
Secretary at Tavistock House South, 


Tavistock-square, WC1. 
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COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 
Development Recorded 


A NEW edition of the booklet “ The 

New Coventry Cathedral,” by the 
Provost of Coventry, the Very Rev. R. T. 
Howard, MA, has just been issued 
(price 2s. 6d.). It gives a full descrip- 
tion of Mr. Basil Spence’s remarkable 
design, together with a plan, a view of 
the model, and seven reproductions of 
perspective drawings—exteriors and in- 
teriors—by the architect, three of them 
in colour. Generally, these drawings 
represent the further thought that has 
been given to the design since it was 
selected in the competition of 1951, 
though even now they are not final. 
For example, the great window at the 
north-east corner, shown in a powerful 
monochrome drawing (p. 11), will have 
four lights across instead of five; the sec- 
tions of the polygonal roof of the Chapel 
of Unity (p. 13) will be scalloped instead 
of plain; while the figures shown with 
the Rood high up between the columns 
of the great Porch (p. 18) are to be 
omitted. These three changes are com- 
paratively slight and show the working 
of the architect’s mind on the modifica- 
tion of detail, the general conception re- 
maining unchanged. 

The impressive drawing of the interior 
shown at this year’s RA _ Exhibition, 
and here reproduced as a double-page 
illustration in monochrome, perfectly 
conveys the sense of mystery produced 
by the altar-facing windows of the saw- 
tooth walls, an effect heightened by the 
filigree perforations in the compartments 
of the reinforced concrete vault that 
seems almost to float above the slender 
supporting columns. Perhaps the most 
brilliant drawing of all, reproduced in 
colour, is that showing the great portal 
leading into the new Cathedral from the 
ruins of the old (p. 16). 

The licence to build the whole Cathe- 
dral was granted on May 6 this year, and 
work on the site began in June. Mr. 
Spence believes it can be completed in 
seven years. Already much progress has 
been made with arrangements for craft 
work, furnishing and equipment—i.e., the 
making of Mr. Graham _ Sutherland’s 
great tapestry for the “East” wall by 
the Edinburgh Tapestry Company, and 
the designing and making of the stained 
glass at the Royal College of Art by Mr. 
Lawrence Lee, assisted by Messrs. Geof- 
frey Clarke and Keith New. The organ 
will be built by Messrs. Harrison and 
Harrison, of Durham. 


APPROVAL FOR TAPESTRY 


Mr. Graham Sutherland’s preliminary 
sketch of the tapestry he is designing was 
approved unanimously at a meeting in 
London last week of the Cathedral Re- 
construction Committee. 

The design will not be shown in public 
until Mr. Sutherland has completed his 
sketches, after-experiments to determine 
certain technical problems of colour, 
weave, and the like, which are to be 
made in the next few months. 


The tapestry, which is to cost about 
£20,000, is expected to be completed by 
the time the Cathedral is opened in 
1960. It will measure 77 ft. 6 in. by 40 ft. 
Mr. Basil Spence has described it as “ the 
greatest tapestry of its kind ever to be 
designed in one piece.” 
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THE BUILDER 


George Godwin, “The Builder’ and London 


AN HISTORICAL APPRECIATION 
By P. Ferriday 


had been a number of attempts 
apers going before e uilder 
in 1843, and they had all 
failed and failed quickly. The Builder, 
first under Hansom and then Bartholo- 
mew, looked like ending up in the man- 
ner of its predecessors, but the third 
editor, George Godwin, rapidly built it 
up into a paper of substance and author- 
ity. In the creating of the first technical 
commercial journal in this field, the 
character and capabilities of the editor 
played the most important part. 

Godwin was admirably equipped as an 
editor. He had many and varied inter- 
ests—the national theatre, archeology, 
the professional aspects of architecture as 
well as architecture proper, trades union 
politics, and so on. Added to that he 
was a practising architect in the Gothic 
Revival school. The influence which The 
Builder had under his editorship may 
best be illustrated by George Truefitt’s 
admission that he entirely owed his Lon- 
don practice to the publication in The 
Builder of an illustration of one of his 
provincial buildings. 

The most important written contribu- 
tions of Godwin to his paper appeared in 
its early years. With a good deal of 


courage he decided to study first hand 


the condition of London, the London of 
the poor, Going amongst the poor in 
their hovels had been the prerogative of 
the Evangelicals and sectaries until the 
era of the Reform Bill. After that it is 
true enough to say, as a generalisation, 
that their job was taken over by Edwin 
Chadwick, the patron saint of the wel- 
fare state, and his followers; taken over, 
that is, with a change of method—instead 
of the dispensing of charity and suitable 
texts there was inspection of drains and 
planning of tenements. The names of 
Chadwick, the Prince Consort, Shaftes- 
bury, Dr. Snow and Godwin lead up to 
Booth, the Webbs and our own council 
housing, health service and the other de- 
vices for the amelioration of poverty. 


COLLECTED REPORTS 


Godwin collected his Builder reports 
and put them into book form 100 years 
ago. London Shadows; a Glance at the 
“Homes” of the Thousands was dedi- 
cated to the Prince Consort “in respect- 
ful testimony of continuous efforts made 
by His Royal Highness to improve the 
dwellings of the poor, and to advance 
the arts which refine and elevate.” In 
the preface he stated: ‘“ The miserable 
condition in which thousands of human 
beings are condemned to pass their lives 
in London and other large towns is a 

iant evil, a giant which should be slain 
if we would not have it slay us. And a 
war against this, fortunately, is a war 
which can be prosecuted without fear of 
loss, and with the certainty of success. 
There is no question about this—no 
doubt. To whatever extent the endeavour 
is made, to that extent will advantages 
follow.” - 

Of the general consequences of the 
frightful conditions he saw Godwin wrote 


without sanctimoniousness but with wis- 
dom and impressive rhetoric. “I have 
visited places during the last fortnight not 
fit for dogs, and yet which hold in every 
room two or three families—holes, ill- 
drained, ill-ventilated, and altogether 
unsuited for use. In the occupants of 
such places—men and women with 
bodies to suffer and souls to be lost— 
the feelings are blunted, the moral 
perceptions distorted; decency is out of 
the question and degradation nearly 
certain. Goodness and virtue are some- 
times to be found there, wonderful to 
say, but the majority have no hope; 
rogress is impossible, the future a 
lank; in the dirt they are, and in the 
dirt they must remain.” 


A TYPICAL SLUM 
Large areas of London were crammed 


with the half-starved and diseased poor, h 


whose number had been augmented by 
the influx of Irish fleeing the famine. 
Holborn, Soho, Drury-lane, St. Pancras, 
the northern wards of the City, Spital- 
fields, Shoreditch were among the places 
Godwin inspected. No worse than any 
other house he went through was one in 
Charlotte’s buildings, Gray’s Inn-road. 
This is his inventory: Ground floor 
front room: no bedstead, chairs or table, 
children asleep on made-up bed on floor; 
floors rotten, walls and ceiling cracked; 
rent 2s. 3d. a week. Ground floor back: 
the man ill, lying on wood shavings and 
covered with a blanket; windows broken, 
no fuel; rent Is. 9d. First floor: about 
15 persons slept in the two rooms—jobs, 
mainly chopping firewood; rents 2s. 3d. 
and Is. 9d. Next floor: fifteen persons 
in front room, no furniture. Attic: holes 
in walls; seven children discovered 
sleeping on the floor. Total rent £41 12s. 
a year, population about sixty. Of a 
house in St. Pancras he reported: “ This 
consists of five small rooms, and a back 
kitchen or washhouse, and is occupied by 
five families, numbering thirty-three in- 
dividuals, distributed as follows, viz:— 
seven in the kitchen, which is under- 
ground, a man, his wife, and five 
children; seven in the room over the 
kitchen, a man, his wife, mother, and 
four children; in the room behind this are 
four labourers, who sleep on two small 
beds, which fill the room; eight in the top 
front room, a shoemaker, his wife, and 
six children; seven in the top back room, 
six men and women, with one child, 
occupying only two beds. The kitchen 
is very dirty, has two sinks, both un- 
tapped, communicating with the drain, 
and contains the water-butt for the supply 
of water to the several families. The 
house itself is filthy, the walls besmeared 
with dirt, and the yard contains an open 
cesspool and stagnant water.” 


PRIMITIVE SANITATION 


About the dangers of the thousands of 
cesspools, of the still partly uncovered 
sewer for 350,000—the Fleet River—of 
graveyard playgrounds, of bad ventila- 
tion, of overcrowding Godwin wrote 
vigorously. Typhus and cholera were 
not, surprisingly, menaces—some streets 
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in Agar Town were always flooded with 
sewer water. Already considerable 
attempts had been made to improve con- 
ditions, but the methods adopted had 
often the effect of worsening them, 
“What has been done in this great metro- 
polis to provide for the living creatures 
who, by improvements, have had their 
hearths destroyed? Literally nothing. A. 
short time ago we witnessed the eject- 
ment, from Orchard-place, Portman- 
square, of nearly 1,500 men, women and. 
children; the place was in a bad condition, 
and fever was a constant visitor; yet “he 
people were sorry to leave the place, 
knowing the difficulty of obtaining, w th 
their limited means, a better lodging, or 
even any lodging at all.” 


Lord Shaftesbury wrote to Godwii: 
“ The horrible truths of your book ousht. 
to stir-us all to exertion, but my own 
wearisome experience of many yerrs. 
leads me to think that we shall do vc -y 
little.” | However, like the noble lo:d, 
Godwin persisted and, in 1859, published 
Town Swamps and Social Bridges. Te: 
“social bridges” were hospitals, dispe- 
saries, schools, libraries (and The Build:r 
as an honourable place in the history of 
the public library movement) and open 
spaces. His concern was still largely 
with ventilation and drainage, and he 
turned his attention to schools, work- 
shops, and barracks. _The illustrations: 
display an unforgettable scene of squalor, 
cruelty stupidity. Though ie 
traversed much the same territory—and 
found little sign of any improvement—he 
added Nova Scotia-gardens in Shoreditch,. 
a great refuse dump until the interven- 
tion of Miss Burdett Coutts, and Canning 
Town, parts of which were below the 
level of the Thames, without any sani- 
tation but with cholera, to his list of 
black spots. 


THE POLLUTED THAMES 


Another Blow for Life, 1864, com- 
pleted the trilogy. He described Lincoln 
Court, Drury-lane, where the eight- 
roomed houses had on an average 45- 
occupants. He visited a metropolitan 
workhouse and saw the sleepers, heads 
and shoulders raised against one wall, 
knees and feet pressed against the other. 
He criticised the building of endless. 
family houses—they were straight away 
occupied by many families—and advo- 
cated tenements. And right through it 
all, through London, ran the sweet 
Thames: “ This stream, instead of bring- 
ing health and healing on its bright 
waters to the three millions of inhabi- 
tants living around its banks, is suffered 
to become so foul by the discharge of 
common sewers into it, that at certair 
seasons it is a rotting sea, where a 
thousand thousand slimy things’ disport 
themselves, and whence is wafted into 
the crowded streets an odour that even 
the long-suffering statesmen, legislating. 
in the palace on its shore, have pro- 
nounced unbearable.” 


Godwin was not a great literary journ- 
alist; the fierceness and mastery of the 
language of Cobbett’s descriptions of 
rural poverty were beyond his powers. 
None the less the trilogy refleets the 
greatest credit on the man. He was per- 
sistent, unsqueamish, honorable and wise- 
He did his duty and did it thorougiily. 
He struck, in his accounts, an admirable 
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CRAWLEY TOWN 
CENTRE 


ROAD WALK, which comprises 
stage one of the Town Centre, 
Crawley, was opened by Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, on December 10. It has 
been designed as a pedestrian shopping 
Way linking the old Crawley High- 
street with the core of the New Town 
Centre, in which the erection of further 
blocks of shops will begin next spring. 
The 30 ft.-wide pedestrian way is 
approached across an open paved fore- 
court, which is flanked on each side 
by single-storey shops, the terminal 
shop being a special feature, circular 
in plan and with a domed roof. 

The blocks of shops on each side 
of the Walkway are three storeys high, 
the block on the north side having 
flats and three-bedroom maisonettes 
over the shops, approached by a separ- 
ate external access. The upper floors 
of the South Block are set back to admit 
the maximum of sunshine into the 
pedestrian way, and provide a stock- 
room on the first floor over each shop ; 
the second floor providing single- 
person flats, also with separate external 
access. 

The eastern end is closed archi- 
tecturally by a first-floor showroom 
forming a bridge over the Walkway. 

Construction is broadly as follows : 

Single-storey Shops.—Load - bearing 
brick party walls with flat structural 
concrete roofs over, and brick rear 
panels. 

North and South Blocks—Load-bear- 
ing brick party walls with structural 
concrete floors, and pitched timber 
roofs finished with concrete slates. 


Bridge Block.—Structural concrete 
columns, beams and floor slab with 
panel filling, and steel trusses carrying 
a curved copper roof. 

Mr. H. S. Howgrave - Graham, 
ARIBA, is the chief architect to the 
Crawley Development Corporation. 

The main contractors were Messrs. 
James Longley and Co., Ltd., and 
the contract price was £129,807. 


Two views (above) of the Broad Walk, Crawley, as seen from the old High-street and (below) a model of the 
New Town Centre as it will be when completed: the Broad Walk is in the centre foreground. 
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balance between fact (and how laborious 
and unpleasant the fact-collecting must 
have been), suggestions for remedies, 
and concern and pity for the tens of 
thousands whose lives were being so 
hopelessly wasted in the narrow, cold and 
comfortless rooms of rotten houses in 
foul streets—“ in the dirt they are, and 
in the dirt they must remain.” 

The Builder is a great source of infor- 
mation about Victorian urban England. 
Hardly any town’s sanitary condition can 
have passed unmentioned by 1860, and 
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at times the notes had an admirable 
pithiness: “ the inhabitants of Chichester, 
not to put too fine a point on it, drink 
their own urine.” But now the work of 
reform begun by Godwin and his fellows 
is completed and they are mostly for- 
gotten. But great reforms, and their 
augmentation of human ha/ppiness, do 
not get carried out by anything so nebu- 
lous as the spirit of the times but by men 
and very few men at that. George 
Godwin was one of those few men to 
whom we owe our present comforts. 


Art History and Contemporary Art 
MR. BASIL TAYLOR’S ADDRESS TO THE RIBA 


T a meeting of the RIBA on Decem- 
ber 7 Mr. Tay_or, Librarian, 
Royal College of Art, read a paper on 
the subject of “ Art History and Contem- 
porary Art.” The president, Mr. C. H. 
Aslin, CBE, was in the chair. We take the 
following extracts from the address and a 
few points from the discussion. 

I want this evening [said the lecturer] 
to consider whether in point of fact the 
practice of a historical method is useful 
in relation to the practice of art, whether 
in point of fact the art historians and the 
artists are two separate bodies of people 
working together to the same end, and 
whether they are in fact mutually self- 
supporting and mutually self-encourag- 
ing, or whether, on the other hand, the 
historical attitude or the historical ap- 


proach is perhaps at variance with the 
ractice of art and indeed a danger to 
its continuation. 


When the nature of contemporary art 


is considered in the correspondence 
columns of the Press, it very often hap- 
pens that someone reminds us that we 
live in a scientific and industrial world 
and that these two things—the practice 
of art and a world dominated by scientific 
thinking, by technology, by industrialisa- 
tion—are totally incompatible. On the 
other hand, as was evidenced in a state- 
ment made by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury a day or two ago in connection with 
high building in London, it is history 
which is brought to support the aesthetic 
view and it is history which is brought to 
support the artist against the scientist, the 
technologist and the engineer. Science 
and history were the two forces leading 
to the modern attitude and were the 
fundamental forces which in the nine- 
teenth century were to destroy man’s 
confidence and were to create the spirit 
of relativism in which we at present exist. 
As I have already suggested, it is more 
often than not to-day the scientific assault 
rather than the historical one which is 
considered to be a danger to the artist. 
I want to suggest this evening that that 
this is in fact the reverse of the truth, 
that it is historical relativism, rather than 
the work of the scientist, which challenges 
the work of the artist in any medium. 


HISTORY—TOOL OR MASTER? 


I think that the key point in this de- 
velopment of historical danger was the 
moment when man ceased to regard his- 
tory and historical precedents as his tool, 
as the instrument with which he worked 
and which he bound to his use, and when 
history became in point of fact his master. 
As soon as not only the artist but indeed 


anyone believes that his conduct must be 
bound by the historical precedent, that 
is the moment of danger. 

The historical method and the artistic 
method are, I believe, absolutely distinct, 
absolutely different, absolutely incompat- 
ible. The art historical method and the 
art historical study, if it is to deserve the 
status of an intellectual discipline, must 
at least aspire to some degree of objec- 
tivity, and it is in the nature of the artist’s 
activity that he should not aspire to such 
a condition of objectivity, that he should 
not be open to doubt, that he should not 
be open to a continual change of attitude, 
that he should not be open to a continual 
reconsideration of his whole position 
from day to day and from week to week. 
The artist must be concerned with mak- 
ing the most positive affirmations which 
are not to be supported by any kind of 
scholastic discipline, whereas the student 
of art history, if he is to practise his 
method conscientiously, must be continu- 
ally working under such restriction and 
under such influence. 


_The nature of the art historian’s acti- 
vity must depend upon constructing some 
kind of a structure of ideas, some sort 
of a net, some sort of a framework, in 
which the facts of the past can be en- 
trapped, ensnared and expressed, and the 
most influential framework which has 
been imposed upon the art of the past 
has been the stylistic one, the division 
of the past according to stylistic differ- 
ences, stylistic identifications. We owe 
not only to the art historian but to the 
historical method in general, more than 
to aie else, this conception of a 
style. 


THE QUESTION OF STYLE 


Most of the disputes (and I suppose 
that there is no field in which this 
Operates more powerfully than the field 
of architecture) which confuse and beset 
us in these times revolve about the ques- 
tion of style, and it is the art historian 
who is, I believe, continually assisting in 
that confusion by making closer, more 
refined, perhaps more accurate and, from 
many points of view, many more interest- 
ing discriminations between one style and 
another, one element of style and the 
next. Therefore if the contemporary 
artist approaches his problem through the 
eyes of the historian, through the eyes of 
history, in these days he is made unnatur- 
ally aware of this imposed and artificial 
problem. 

Contingent upon the idea of style is 
the conception of a modern style, the 
idea, which historical inquiry and histori- 
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cal research encourage, that the artist 
must be a modern artist and that to be 
a modern artist is in fact to make some 
kind of deliberate intellectual analysis of 
the nature of the conditions under which 
he works, and then to derive from such 
a study and from such inquiry a method 
of working, a way of working, an atti- 
tude to the practice of his art. This erec- 
tion of that particular idea of modernity, 
this dogma of the modern style, has been, 
like the idea of style at all, ‘one of the 
most disruptive and dangerous habits of 
mind of recent times. As soon as ihe 
modern style is conceived and projecied 
in that kind of way the artist’s activity 
in itself is falsified and is changed into 
an activity which comes to resemble very 
much more the activity of the historian 
than the activity of the artist. 

Moreover, associated with the idea of 
a specifically modern style is the curious. 
belief that a work of art can be ultimately 
and fully evaluated and appreciated only 
by posterity, the belief that it is only after 
the passage of time that artistic values 
of any particular period may be ulti- 
mately discerned. That view, I think, also 
depends upon the historical outlook, yet 
that view also I believe to be essentially 
false. I think the nature of its falsity 
becomes more clear if, instead of looking 
forward towards an evaluation of what 
is made in our own period, we look back- 
wards from our present position and 
think of the way in which we tend to 
evaluate the work of the past. If we 
seriously criticise our own attitude to- 
wards a medieval cathedral, towards an 
African sculpture, towards the Parthenon, 
towards a historical work of any kind, 
the limitation of our experience of that 
work is all too apparent. However much 
the historian may be able to inform us 
about the nature of the conditions which 
produced such works, we are continually 
aware of the unbridgeable gulf between 
ourselves and the object in question, and 
there is, I think, no reason to believe that 
a man of the future will be able to under- 
stand a work of our own time any better 
than we are able to understand works 
which are historical to us. 


CRITICISM AND ART HISTORY 


The critic, like the artist, must keep 
himself clear from the temptations of the 
historical attitude. I think that there is 
a danger to-day of our regarding the 
study of art history as the best prelimin- 
ary and the best training for the criticism 
of art. I certainly do not think that 
there is any possibility of a formal train- 
ing in criticism, but I am equally certain 
that the study of art history is not by 
any means the best introduction to criti- 
cal writing, for very much the same 
reason as I think that a conventional 
study of art history must not be an im- 
portant part, or indeed any part at all, 
of the training of the artist. 

The art historian, if he is to preserve 
the discipline of his study and the discip- 
line of his research, must not be too much 
influenced, or at least must not be con- 
sciously influenced. by aesthetic judg- 
ments. He must keep his own prefer- 
ences and tastes on a leash. To him the 
work of trivial aesthetic importance may 
be of considerable historical significance. 
I state that as a fact, and I do not criti- 
cise it. 

I have been suggesting so far that the 
art historical method and the method of 
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the artist himself are two distinct things. 
] believe that in point of fact the histori- 
cal method, the historical view, is far 
more remote from the artist’s activity 
than is the method or way of thinking 
of the scientist. That must ultimately 
bring us to consider what should be the 
place of the study of art history in the 
formal training of the painter or the 
architect or indeed of any artist. The 
danger that I suggest is that of being mes- 
merised by the variety of historical pre- 
cedents with which we are to-day pre- 
sented. The danger for the student is 
that he should be asked far too early 
in his career to cope and deal with the 
wealth of historical example which he 
cannot escape being presented with. How 
are we to counter, as I believe we must 
counter, this influence? Are we to 
attempt to teach the history of art in 
schools of art, and, if so, how should it 
be done? 


1 believe that in a school of art (and I 
fee! that the same is probably true of 
architecture also) it is positively danger- 
ous to add a course of art historical study, 
similar to that which the student of art 
history would undergo in a university or 
in some art historical institute of one kind 
or another, to the technical and aesthetic 
training which is the larger part of the 
student’s activity. J think that that has 
the danger not only of creating doubt 
and a lack of conviction, . ie of cer- 
tainty, at a time when some kind of 
stability of attitude is most important, 
but also of encouraging the student to 
consider an alternative career, and it is 
most dangerous for the painter or the 
sculptor or the designer to pass through 
his period of training thinking partly in 
terms of a career as a painter or as a 
sculptor or as a designer, but also having 
at the back of his mind the thought: 
“Well, I can always become an art his- 
torian or an art critic if it does not work 
out like that.” 


ART HISTORY AND THE STUDENT 


_ I believe that the study of art history 
is an essential part of the student’s train- 
ing, but that it should be regarded most 
seriously in relation to each individual 
student’s particular need at any particu- 
lar time. To put it more concretely, there 
will be moments from day to day and 
from week to week in any student’s pro- 
gress when the most valuable kind of 
advice can be gained from the art object, 
from the painting, from the sculpture (it 
may be of his own time or it may be 
of the past), and it is at that moment, 
when a particular dilemma or a particu- 
lar difficulty is reached and when the 
answer can be provided most properly by 
a consideration of some other example, 
that the art historical precedent should 
be offered. 


My own ideal of the art historian 
within the art school is someone who is 
there at hand to offer that kind of assist- 
ance when it is individually needed at 
that particular moment, and not some- 
one who exists there in his own right, 
conducting a small department of art 
historical study only generally related to 
the day-to-day problem of the individual 
student. I am sure that anyone who has 
had to concern himself with the study 
of the practice of art will know how deli- 
cate and how subtle a progress it is, and 
the mere — in a general way of 
the historical study by any course of lec- 
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“Hi ! Remember St. Paul’s 
is in rather a precarious 
condition !”’ 


tures, by any general study ending in 
examination, is only too likely to confuse 
the student and to offer the very greatest 
danger to the student’s progress and pro- 
gression. 

I believe that, as the years go by and 
as we ourselves accumulate unselectively 
the great body of historical precedent, 
whether we accumulate it in our minds 
or in our museums, whether we are 
guided to one place or another by the 
myth of historical completeness, we are 
in danger of destroying our own freedom 
of action. It is, above all, upon this free- 
dom of action, upon this freedom to 
move, upon this sense of confidently 
working upon material which offers us a 
host of different alternatives, that the 
possibility of making anything, whether 
it be a building or a painting or a poem 
or a novel, ultimately depends. 


Vote of Thanks and Discussion 


PROFESSOR BASIL WARD, proposing a 
vote of thanks, said that the architect, as 
compared with the fine artist, the painter 
and the sculptor, had the discipline of 
structure through which to work, so 
that, whilst he might be freed from his- 
torical precedent and historical method 
(and he agreed with Mr. Taylor that he 
should be freed from that), he should 
not be freed from the discipline of struc- 
tural precedent, of knowing about the 
history of structure. If he (the speaker) 
had the opportunity of forming a sylla- 
bus for a school of architecture, he 
would certainly take the course which 
Mr. Taylor suggested of having indi- 
vidual tuition, and imposing or putting 
into the syllabus a history of techniques, 
a history of structure, rather than the 
history of stylistic architecture. 

Mr. WILLIAM TOWNSEND (Slade School 
of Fine Art) said Mr. Taylor had given 
them a pioneer analysis of a problem that 
might not seem to be very acute yet, but 
which, he thought, might become quite 
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formidable not very far ahead. He 
hoped we should wait until the work on 
art history by Mr. Taylor himself, for 
which many of them had been waiting 
for a long time, had appeared, before we 
condemned all the work of the art his- 
torian, because that would be a book of 
a special character by an art historian 
who was able to see so acutely the 
dangers of his own activities. 

Mr. G. B. Oppie said there was a 
great deal of history, but not very much 
precedent for our modern problems to be 
found in history. The architect today 
was faced with problems which, besides 
requiring him to find answers to the dis- 
position of space suitable for the acti- 
vities of people who used his buildings, 
gave him many technical complications 
to sort out which no one had really had 
to face before. No architect would get 
a second job today if he did not give 
those matters first priority. 


THE TECHNICAL ANGLE 


Mr. W. H. J. BAVERSTOCK said he never 
took any history of architecture. He ap- 
proached his problems not only from 
the zsthetic angle but also from the tech- 
nical angle, which he found far more 
important. As Professor Ward said, this 
approach to techniques seemed to be the 
approach as opposed to history, and he 
found that his past study of techniques 
was of far more importance to him than 
art itself. 

Mr. A. SaRCH said he believed that dis- 
like of acknowledging the success of a 
new artist was one of the causes for the 
failure to give artists credit at the right 
time for their merits. 

Mr. R. A. CORDINGLEY said that 
in so far as architecture was 90 per cent. 
technical practice, the art historian was 
more needed for that reason. He did 
not know of one artist worth his salt 
who had been in the least inhibited by 
any art history which had been put into 
him at an early stage. The average student 
required an exthusiasm, and if he was 
not given certain things to enthuse about 
he would probably go on the wrong 
track. 

Mr. P. REYNER BANHAM said he 
believed that practically everyone who 
was going to be an important creative 
artist would “‘not be told”; he knew 
what he wanted to know and he knew 
what he needed, and he would not be 
corrupted by the introduction of an alien 
discipline into his training. It was only 
those who had too feeble an artistic 
talent to make something of themselves 
who would be led astray. If they were 
not going to be much good, then let them 
be led astray. 

Mr. Basit TAYLoR, in reply, said it 
might be true that to. the individual archi- 
tect a study of the past or a knowledge 
of the past had no immediate influence, 
but he (the speaker) was quite convinced 
that the influence of the historical atti- 
tude, and indeed of art history itself, 
upon the world in which we lived was so 
very great that his own professional prac- 
tice was made considerably more difficult. 


SYMPOSIUM ON HIGH FLATS 

Mr. Duncan SANDYS, Minister of 
Housing and -Local Government, has 
consented to open the symposium on 
high flats, which will be held at the 
RIBA on February 15, 1955. 
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General view looking from Crewe Toll. Below : Site plan. 


RESEARCH LABORATORIES AT EDINBURGH 


Architects 
FAIRBROTHER, HALL & HEDGES 


Partner in Charge Senior Assistant Architect 
DOUGLAS H. BAMBER, ARIBA, ARIAS DAVID M. HALL, ARIBA, ARIAS 


Quantity Surveyors Builders 
JAMES GENTLES & SON WILLIAM ARNOTT McLEOD & CO., LTD. 


HESE laboratories were erected for Messrs. 
Ferranti, Ltd. (acting as agents for the Ministry 
of Supply), to implement the Scottish Council’s scheme 
for the development of electronics in industry in 
Scotland. Erection commenced in January, 1953, and 
the building was completed and fully occupied for the 
formal opening by His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Edinburgh on October 11 last. 

The building is of reinforced concrete frame con- 
struction with brick infillings, the floors, roof slabs 
and staircases being an integral part of the frame. 
For expansion purposes the frame is divided into 
roughly two halves at the beginning of the north wing. 


EXTERNAL FINISHES.—The reinforced concrete frame 
has been used to a large extent as an architectural 
feature, most of the perimeter columns being ex- 
posed ; and apart from a twice rub, are as struck from 
the shuttering. The plinth beam is also exposed | WEST WING 
and treated as the columns ; the parapets, forming 
part of the frame, are similarly treated. 

The panels between columns are clad in cavity | — oe BA 
brickwork, the outside facings being Cattybrook | 


golden brown rustics with marigold colour pointing. 


It was originally intended to face the two walls to 
the south and east of the tower, and the two panels at 
the end of each wing facing south and east respectively, = aa ee 
in an exposed aggregate concrete facing slab, but the 


samples made up were unsatisfactory as the sharpness ry 
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of the aggregate, and indeed some of its colour, seemed 
to disappear in the manufacturing process. 


Not without some misgivings it was then decided 
to render and dash these walls in approximately 2-ft. 
squares to obtain the desired effect. The walls were 
lined out with }3-in. horizontal and vertical greased 
hardwood beads and then each panel was rendered 
and dry dashed. The chosen background for the 
rendering was a very pale blue, and Canterbury 
quartz was used for the dry dash. After completion 
of a series of panels the beads were removed and the 
3-in. joints pointed in black mortar. The effect 
is extremely pleasing and merits the time taken in 
having test samples prepared with different coloured 
backgrounds and aggregates. 


The windows for the laboratories are purpose made 
steel sashes having friction hinges on the large opening 
sashes and pole-operated centre pivot top vents. The 
large picture window embracing the two drawing 
offices is made up in a patent glazing system which is 
tied back to the columns and floors, the opening lights 
being operated with continuous teleflex gear. 


The main staircase window is framed with exposed 
concrete columns and beams, and has precast concrete 
mullions which are tied back by dovetailing into the 
half space landings, whilst the secondary staircase 
windows are purpose made steel sashes. The internal 
planning, based on a 12-ft. grid is arranged so that 
there is flexibility in sub-division of the laboratory. 


A considerable amount of thought went into the 
design of the fluorescent lighting fittings, and a system 
was evolved to make the laboratory and drawing office 
lighting flexible. A continuous vitreous enamelled 
metal channel is screwed on to the sides of the cross- 
beams which occur at every 12 ft., throughout the 
length of the building, and then the fluorescent lighting 
fittings are slotted into the channel and can be slid into 
any desired position the space between fittings being 
covered with a sprung-on vitreous enamelled plate. 
The fittings are designed so that either one or two 
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View from south-west. 


Secondary staircase window at the end of the west wing. 
The track for the cleaning cradle can be seen underneat. 
the coping. 


1055 
i 
4 


THE BUILDER 


5-ft. tubes can be installed dependent on the lighting 
intensity required. 

Heating.—A centralised boiler plant has been pro- 
vided to serve the needs of the existing Ferranti factory 
situated on the opposite side of Crewe-road North, 
and the new laboratory block. Steam is therefore 
piped from the centralised boiler plant, through the 
existing factory and then through a duct across Crewe- 
road North to a calorifier chamber. The steam is 
then used to calorify water for an embedded heating 
coil system and for the provision of domestic hot water. 
The radiant heating coils are generally embedded 
in the ceilings, except in the halls and adjacent to 
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Drawing office window (120 ft. long and 24 ft. high) embracing the first- and second-floor 
drawing offices. 
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windows in the corridors, where they are placed in the 
floors. Each coil can be isolated and adjusted and 
thermostatic control is arranged for each wing. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors and specialists :— 


Sub-contractors.—Carpenter and joiner, Robert Neish, 
Ltd. ; plumber, Mackie and Simpson, Ltd. ; plasterer, 
cement and wall tiler and external rendering, N. H. P. 
Thomson ; bitumen felt roofing and asphalt work, Wm. 
Briggs and Sons, Ltd. ; glazier, J. and O. Stewart ; painter, 
T. W. Scott. 


Separate contracts.—Reinforced concrete foundations 
and framework, Mowlem (Scotland), Ltd. ; electrical 
installation, Wm. Allan Smith and Co., Ltd. ; lift installa- 
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Below : Entrance hall, showing decorative 
pool and flower-box treatment. 


A view of the entrance hall from the internal corridor. 
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Entrance to administration offices on ground floor. Below : Conference room. 
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neember 31 1954 


The picture window looking into 
the entrance hall. 


tion, A. and P. Steven, Ltd.; heating installation, Carrier- 
Ross Engineering Co., Ltd. ; ventilation installation, 
Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd. ; air conditioning, Carrier 
Engineering Co., Ltd. 

Nominated sub-contractors— Windows, Williams and 
Williams, Ltd. ; glasscrete mullion bar window, J. A. King 
and Co., Ltd. ; metal partitioning, Rowe Bros. and Co. 


(Scotland), Ltd. ; thermoplastic floor tiling, Marley Tile 
Co., Ltd. ; rubber flooring, Semtex, Ltd. ; terrazzo work, 
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James and Sons ; architectural metal work and entrance 
doors, Charles Henshaw and Sons, Ltd. ; venetian blinds. 
and steel roller shutter doors, Douglas and Bryden, Ltd. ; 
fire escape ladders, Watson Bros., Ltd. ; boundary fencing, 
Peerless Fence and Products, Ltd. ; entrance gates, 
Robertson and Ferguson, Ltd. ; landscaping, J. H. Harwell 
(Contractors), Ltd. ; furniture and furnishings, James 
Grant and Co. (East), Ltd. (A further list of suppliers 
is given on page 1075.) 


4 
4 
RESEARCH LABORATORIES AT EDINBURGH : A night view of the main entrance. ee 2 
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View from west. Below : View from south-east. 


“GOLDEN MEADOW,” GULVAL, NEAR PENZANCE 


Architect Builder 
PETER BARBARY, MBE, GM, ARIBA W. TRATHEN 
(GEOFFREY BAZELEY & BARBARY) 


by the architect 
for his own occupation, this 
house was sited so that every room 
should have an unbroken view of 
St. Michael’s Mount and the whole 
of Mount’s Bay from the Lizard 
to the harbour of Penzance. It is 
situated within 50 yards of the 
village square and church. The 
village is completely unspoiled, 
having had only one house built in 
it since about 1930. The land was 
classified as agricultural land and 
a development charge had to be 
paid. The landowners and the 
planning authorities required that 
the house should fit well into the 
background of the rest of the village. 

A carport was incorporated within 
the main roof line in lieu of a 
garage, to form the main entrance, 
giving a covered approach to the 
front door from the car. This also 
acts as a covered area for prams and 
children during the day, and forms 
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View from iiving-room 
towards dining-room. 


a covered terrace sheltered from 
the east winds. SSeS 

“The area of the house is 1,475 
sq. ft., the carport 250 sq. ft. and the 
fuel store, 48 sq. ft. It was built 
under licence between August, 1953, 
and May, 1954, the contract price 
being £4,250. 

Construction.—Walls, 10-in. cavity 
concrete blockwork, with 4-in. inner 
skin, 2-in. cavity and 4-in. outer skin, 
piers in brickwork, and all rendered 
on the outside in two coats water- 
proofed cement rendering and a 
coat of gravel dashing. Walls are 
rendered on the inside with a remy 
cement, lime and sand rendering, 
and finished with a fine wood float. . ieee 
_., Plan of the bungalow. Below: Dining-room. 
in coursed random stonework. 

The concrete floors are covered 
with thermoplastic tiles in kitchen 
and bedroom wing, and cork tiles 
in living area and nursery. The 
roof covering is of cedar shingles. 
Ceilings are in 4-in. insulation 
board, fixed directly against the 
underside of the rafters. 

A special study was made of 
heating requirements and a satis- 
factory solution was found by 
providing an 18-in. constant burn- 
ing AB fire in the sitting area and 
a No. 2 Otto stove in the dining 
area. Both appliances are built into 
the chimney breast dividing the two 
areas. Electric heaters are used in 
«other rooms. 


“ GOLDEN MEADOW,” 
GULVAL, 
NEAR PENZANCE 
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LONDON BUILDERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


Practices Criticised by Monopolies 
Commission to be Abandoned 


Minister of Works, Mr. NIGEL BircH, 

informed the Commons on December 
21 (as reported in our issue of December 24) 
of the Government’s attitude to the report 
of the Monopolies Commission on the supply 
of buildings in the Greater London area 
After expressing his welcome and acceptance 
of the assurances of the London Builders’ 
Conference’ that they had abandoned the 
practices criticised by the commission, he 
went on: 

Similar practices have been followed to 
some extent outside London and the Govern- 
ment take the view that these also should be 
given up. 

In future firms will not be included on any 
list of approved Government contractors for 
new buildings if in tendering for such work 
they follow the practices criticised by the 
commission. The firms already on the lists 
are being asked to confirm that they wish to 
remain there and accept this condition. This 
will make it unnecessary to continue the use of 
the form of declaration which was directed 
against these practices. 

The attention of the associations of. local 
authorities is being drawn to the report and 
to the action taken. 

Mr. Harry Hynp asked if the ban on 
firms being allowed to contract applied to 
local authority contracts. MR. BIRCH 
pointed out that it was the Government list 
for tenders which was affected. Local 
authorities followed different practices, and 
it would be up to them to decide. 

Mr. CHARLES GIBSON said that the com- 
mission had suggested there should be a 
conference between the LBC, the RIBA and 
other people concerned. He asked if that 
conference had taken place, and if so what 
the result was. Mr. BircuH said that there 
had been no general conference of the parties 
concerned. He personally had seen them 
individually. 

In reply to Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, Mr. 
BircH said that their ability to check 
whether the practices were being followed 
remained as bad or as good as it was now. 
He thought they would be able to detect if 
any frequent abuse was taking place. 


SOME POINTS CLARIFIED 


Points arising from the Minister’s state- 
ment above were amplified by Mr. E. A. Seal, 
CB, Deputy Secretary MoW, on December 
21. It had been agreed by all Government 
building departments that the procedure out- 
lined by the Minister would from now on be 
followed, he said. He could not say whether 
local authorities would follcw suit as that 
was a matter for them alone, and they had, 
some of them, special difficulties; but the 
Minister would be having consultations with 
local authority associations early jin the New 
Year on this matter. He expected the 
builders on the approved lists who signed 
the declaration (which was “ once and for 
all”) to “ play the game”; if the Ministry 
had proof that any builder was breaking his 
undertaking, that builder would be struck 
off the list. 

Asked whether Government departments 
would take action to ensure that the results 
of tenders were communicated quickly to 
firms interested, Mr. Seal said that that point 
did not arise out of the Monopolies report 
but it could be assumed that attention would 
be given to the matter. This point would 
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also be raised by the Minister in discussions 
with the local authorities, though here again 
action was a matter for their discretion only. 


LBC CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 


Sir Alfred Hurst told a representative of 
The Builder that “the LBC will most cer- 
tainly not close down following the Minister’s 
announcement. In future they will carry on 
the things that are not debarred by this an- 
nouncement.” They would have to recon- 
sider their whole position, and “take up 
other things,” he added. 

Sir Alfred said that “ few associations can 
commit themselves as to what they will do 
or not do in the future. The LBC have the 
right to do anything that is legal.” He also 
said that the LBC regretted very much the 
conclusions of the Monopolies Commission. 


OBITUARY 
John E. Sears, CBE 


E record with regret the death of 
; Mr. John Edward Sears, CBE, MA 
(Cantab.), MIMechE, chairman of The 
Comipendium Publishing Co., Ltd., pub- 
lishers of The Architects’ and Builders’ 
Compendium, and late Superintendent of 
the Metrology division, the National Phy- 
sical Laboratory. He was 71. 

Mr. Sears was educated at Mill Hill 
School and St. John’s College, Cambridge, 
of which he was a scholar, being also 
Winbolt prizeman of the University. He 
had a distinguished career in his chosen 

rofession of metrology, being deputy 

arden of Standards from 1921 to 1931; 
President of the International Committee 
of Weights and Measures; and a member 
of the British Standards Institution. He 
had written and lectured authoritatively 
on metrological subjects. 

Mr. Sears followed his father, the late 
John E. Sears, JP, as chairman of the 
Compendium Publishing Company 
which, among other publications, controls 
the Architects’ and Builders’ Compen- 
dium founded by Mr. John E. Sears in 
1887 and now in its 68th year of con- 
tinuous production, being the oldest- 
established publication of its kind. A 
man of rare intellect and much personal 
charm, Mr. Sears will be much missed 
by those who knew him. We extend our 
sympathy to his widow and family. 


C. C. Trollope, FIOB 


WE REGRET to announce the death, 
which occurred on December 20 at his 
home at Saxmundham, Suffolk, of Mr. 
C. C. Trollope, FIOB, a former director 
of Messrs. Trollope and Colls, Ltd. 

Mr. Trollope was elected to the 
LMBA Council in 1926 and became 
president in 1941. He was a member of 
the Association’s administrative com- 
mittee from 1936 to 1947, and served 
as an LMBA representative on the 
council of the NFBTE from 1937 to 
1948. He also served on a number of 
committees of the National Federation, 
was a member for many years of the 
liaison committee with the War Damage 
Commission, and chairman of the war 
damage sub-committee of the contracts 
committee. 


E. P. Mawson, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to ‘announce the death, 
which occurred on December 22, at 
Hest Bank, Lancaster, of Mr. Edward 
Prentice Mawson, FRIBA, MTPI, of 
Messrs. Thomas H. Mawson and Son. 
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CAR PARKS UNDER 
HYDE PARK 


Police Chief's Call for Actior: 


AN early detailed examination of the 

proposals for relieving traffic congestion 
between Marble Arch and Hyde Park 
Corner is urged by Westminster Town Plan- 
ning and Improvements Committee. They 
have written to the Minister of Transport, 
the LCC and the Commissioner of “olice 
on the matter. 

The proposals, known as “The Foule- 
vard Scheme,” are part of the City of Lon- 
don Development Plan, 1951; they involve 
extensive road works. There would ce an 
extra carriageway for traffic parallel with, and 
adjacent to, Park-lane between Hyde Park 
Corner and Marble Arch. 

The committee’s action follows receint of 
a letter from Sir John Nott-Bower, Metro- 
politan Police Commissioner, in whic’ he 
stated that the traffic flow at these places was 
giving him “increasing concern.” At peak 
periods there was a serious slowing cown 
of traffic, sometimes to a standstill. He had 
recently learned with regret that it might 
be 10 years before sufficient funds were 
available to carry out the Boulevard Scheme, 
the importance of which had been pointed 
out by him and by the London and Home 
Counties Traffic Advisory Committee. 


The Commissioner’s letter stated thai he 
had suggested to the Ministry of Transport 
and Civil Aviation that the need for off- 
street car parks in this area and the value 
of the facilities that could be afforded by 
one or more car parks under the strip of 
land between Park-lane and the East 
Carriage Drive gave added importance to 
the scheme. He felt that it would be a com- 
paratively simple matter to provide suitable 
ramps both from Park-lane and the East 
Carriage Drive, which would be “ one-way ” 
under the scheme. 

The Commissioner went on to point out 
that the main object of underground car 
parks here would be to relieve the neigh- 
bouring streets of waiting vehicles and thereby 
to improve the traffic flow. In addition, 
the benefits would extend beyond the neigh- 
bouring streets since there were good taxi, 
bus and train facilities which might well 
be used by long-distance motorists wishing 
to go to West End hotels and theatres after 
parking their cars in this easily accessible 
place. 

The Commissioner suggested to the 
Ministry that some preliminary detailed 
investigation of underground car parks here 
might well be done now, but the Ministry 
replied that the London County Council was 
the initiating authority for the Boulevard 
Scheme, while at present the Westminster 
City Council was the authority concerned 
with the provision of car parks. The 
Ministry also stated that under its present 
powers it could not make grants towards the 
provision of car parks. 

After considering the matter, the West- 
minster Town Planning and Improvements 
Committee stated:— 

The Boulevard Scheme would involve only 
the very minimum demolition works (chiefly at 
the Hyde Park Corner end) and there appear 
to be no serious practical difficulties to its 
being proceeded with at an early date If 
the scheme is to be carried out and if urder- 
ground garages are to be constructed beneath 
the Boulevard, it would clearly be oth 
convenient and economical for the garages 
to be constructed at the same time as the 
surface road works are undertaken. 
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MULLEN & LUMSDEN 


_—the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 

The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


MULLEN LUMSDEN 


N2 4/°EAGLE STREET: HIGH HOLBORN: LONDON: WE 
CHANCERY 7422-3-4 


SMALL WORKS DEPT: = SOUTHAMPTON : JOINERY WORKS : 


~ COPTIC STREET, LONDON, WC.) 151 ROMSEY ROAD, SHIRLEY GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOD 
MUSEUM 3705 SOUTHAMPTON 73176 ADDISCOMBE 1264 
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News of the Week 


TILE MURALS FOR BANK 


BARCLAYS BANK DCO have com- 
missioned Professor R. W. Baker, 
ARCA, of the Royal College of Art, to 
design and execute a series of tile murals 
for their new bank at Kingston, Jamaica. 
Each panel represents territory in which 
Barciays have business interests, i.e., West 
Africa, East- Africa, Uganda and Rho- 
desia, South Africa, the Mediterranean 
and the West Indies. 

The panels are to be hung at intervals 
along a side walk wall, the whole of 
which is hams wie grey Poole tiles. For 
this reason the grey matt glaze of the 
Pools tile surround has been brought 
right to the edge of the tile —T to 
obtain vignetted paintings instead of 
rectangular or framed panels. The paint- 
ings themselves are glazed with a glost 
glaze for the purpose of obtaining a 
richiiess Of colour suitable for the bright 
sunlight of the West Indies. 

The RCA School of Ceramics states 
that the technique by which the bright 
colours are obtained is quite new to the 
cera‘nic industry and has not been used 
before in tile decoration. The old tech- 
nique of coloured glazes has been, in 
certain parts, superimposed in order to 
obtain colour in depth. 


COVENTRY SHORT LIST 


A SHORT LIST of five has been compiled 
for interview for the post of Coventry 
City Architect and Officer 
which becomes vacant on February 1, 
when Mr. D. Gibson, CBE, 
ARIBA, takes up his new appointment as 
County Architect for Nottinghamshire. 
Before a final choice is made the joint 
sub-committee dealing with the appoint- 
ment will visit the places where candi- 
dates are employed to see their work at 
first hand. There were originally 16 
applicants. The five men on the short 
list are: Messrs. V. Hamnett, executive 
architect to Harlow New Town Develop- 
ment Corporation; D. R. Harper, chief 
architect to Corby New Town Develop- 
ment Corporation; A. G. Ling, senior 
planning officer to London County 
Council; D. E. Percival, yg” city 
architect of Coventry and L. H. Wilson, 
OBE, city architect and planning officer 
at Canterbury. 


RIBA CONFERENCE, 1956 


THe RIBA Council have accepted the 
invitation of the Norfolk and Norwich 
Association of Architeets to hold the 
British Architects’ Conference at Nor- 
wich in 1956. ; 


NEW HOMES FROM OLD 


THE GEFFRYE Museum, Kingsland- 
toad, Shoreditch, is showing an exhibi- 
tion entitled “New Homes from Old 
Houses,” which has been arranged with 
the Women’s Voluntary Services. The 
greater part of the contents of the flat 
which the WVS furnished for the “ New 
Homes from Old Houses” exhibition 
arranged by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government at Holles-street, W1, 
during last summer are now being ex- 
hibited in the museum annexe. It is 
thought that few people in East London 
wili have had an opportunity of seeing 
the earlier exhibition and that many 
others who missed it’ may be able to 
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come to the Geffrye Museum during the 
next five months—for this exhibition will 
not close until the end of May, 1955. 

Four rooms are being shown from the 
flat—a sitting-room, a kitchen and two 
bedrooms. Paint and soft furnishings 
are in gay, cheerful colours, and _ the 
furniture, which was bought by the WVS 
at various secondhand shops and chosen 
for its usefulness, was painted to conform 
to this scheme. It was decided, however, 
that the materials for curtains, covers, 
etc., should be new. 

The Geffrye Museum, which is con- 
ducted by the LCC, is open on weekdays 
(except Mondays) from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and on Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. 


SCHOLARSHIPS IN ARCHITECTURE 


Tue Architects’ Registration Council 
of the United Kingdom offer for award 
in’ June, 1955, certain maintenance 
scholarships in architecture. The scholar- 
ships will consist of a grant for the pay- 
ment of one-third of the school fees, and, 
when necessary, a maintenance allow- 
ance. The scholarships will be renew- 
able from year to year until the student 
has finished his or her school training. 
They will be available for students of 
British nationality who could not other- 
wise afford such training to enable them 
to attend architectural schools approved 
by the council. Students ‘must, before 
submitting applications for ARCUK 
maintenance scholarships, ascertain from 
the local education authority for the 
district in which they reside, whether that 
authority has any form of financial assist- 
ance available in cases such as theirs. 
Applications will not be considered if no 
steps have been taken by students to 
secure such other assistance as may 
available. The scholarships will be avail- 
able both for students who have already 
begun their training and for students 
wishing to begin their training. Scholar- 
ships will not be granted to students who 
will be less than 17 years of age on Octo- 
ber 1 of the year in which the examina- 
tion is taken. Particulars and forms of 
application may be obtained from: The 
Secretary to the Board of Architectural 
Education, ARCUK, 68, Portland-place, 
London, W1. Copies of previous years’ 
examination papers may be obtained on 
payment of 6d. The closing date for the 
receipt of applications, duly completed, 
is January 31 next. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr, ArNotp E. Tower, ARICS, has commenced 
in private practice on his own account as a chartered 
quanttty surveyor at Manfield-chambers, 117, Fisher- 
gate, Preston, Lancashire. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, December 30, 1854. 


ALLEGED BLUNDERING IN THE CIVIL 
ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURAL DE- 
PARTMENT OF THE ADMIRALTY.—The 
Admiralty civil engineers and architects 
are now, coming in for their share of that 
criticism and abuse which would appear 
to fall to the lot of every department of 
Government in this country. “ From the 
mud-machine in the Thames,” it is said, 
“to the kicking caisson at Devonport— 
from the concrete docks at Woolwich to 
the lamentable failures at Keyham,” 
everything ‘is wrong, and nothing ever 
will be right, we dare say, till the critics 
be themselves installed in the offices 
which it seems to be thought so desirable 
to have vacated. 


RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


FFOLLOWING are extracts from the 
Council minutes of December 7:— 

Appointments: (a) Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government Housing Medals, 
1955. Chairman of Awards Committee for 
Region No. 4—Eastern, Mr. S. Vincent 
Goodman (L). (6) West Midlands Advisory 
Council for Technical, Commercial and Art 
Education: RIBA Representative on Art 
and Industrial Design Advisory Committee, 
Mr. S. T. Walker (F), president, Birmingham 
and Five Counties Architectural Association, 
in place of Mr. G. B. Cox (F). (c) Code of 
Practice for Frost Precautions in Buildings: 
RIBA Representative on Drafting Com- 
mittee, Mr. G. Fairweather (F). (d) RIBA 
Representative on BSI Committee CEB/6/ 
12—Precast Concrete Eaves Gutters, Mr. 
F. H. Heaven (A). 

Honorary Fellowship.—Sir David Eccles, 
KCVO, MP, Minister of Education, 
has accepted the Council’s nomina- 
tion for election as an Honorary Fellow. 
Honorary Associateship—Messrs. H. M. 
Colvin, H. Morris and R. W. Pilot 
(president of the Royal Canadian 
Academy) have accepted the Council’s nomi- 
nations for election as Honorary Associates. 

RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: South 
Eastern Society of . Architects.— Approval 
was given to the Award of the RIBA 
Architectural Bronze Medal in the area of 
the SE Society of Architects for the eight- 
year period ending December 31, 1953, in 
favour of the Air Forces Memorial at 
Runnymede designed by Sir Edward 
Maufe, RA (F). 

RIBA Conditions of Engagement and 
Scale of Professional Charges.—On the re- 
commendation of the Practice Committee 
it was agreed to make amendments to the 
drafting of the preamble to section B and 
to Clause BI of the RIBA Scale of Profes- 
sional Charges to remove any ambiguity as 
to the intention of these clauses, The pre- 
amble to section B now is:— 

“ Apart from the two copies of the draw- 
ings and documents provided for in Clause~ 
Bi and the drawings specified in Clause A6, 
the fees as set out in this Scale of Charges 
are in all cases exclusive of the cost of all 
prints and other reproductions of drawings 
and documents, travelling and hotel expenses 
and other reasonable disbursements.” 

Section B1 will in future read:— 

“New Works.”—For taking the client’s 
mstructions, preparing sketch designs; 
making approximate estimate of cost by 
cubic measurement or otherwise, submitting 
applications for building or other licences 
and town-planning, by-law or _ other 
approvals, preparing working drawings, 
specification or such particulars as may be 
necessary for the preparation of bills of 
quantities by an independent quantity sur- 
veyor, or for the purpose of obtaining 
tenders and preparation of contract, nomi- 
nating and instructing consultants (if any), 
preparing, and supplying for the use of the 
contractor, two copies of all drawings, 
specification or other particulars and of 
such further details as are necessary 
for the proper carrying out of the 
works, giving general supervision as defined 
in the Conditions of Engagement, issuing 
certificates for payment, and certifying 
accounts, exclusive of the services 
enumerated in Clauses BS and B14, the 
charge is to be a percentage on the total cost 
of all executed works as follows: (Sub- 
clauses (i) to (iv) are not altered). 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


(Parliament has now adjourned until 
January 25.) 
House Building in 1955 
Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. DuNCAN SANDYS, gave 
an encouraging forecast of the prospects for 
local authority. house building during the 
coming year, when he answered questions 
about the Government’s housing programme 
in. the House of Commons on. Tuesday, 
December 14. _ . 

“TI can say,” Mr. Sandys stated in a com: 
prehensive reply to eight questions by 
Opposition members, “that the authorisa- 
tions already. issued—or soon to. be issued— 
should be sufficient to enable local authori- 
ties to complete. about the same number of 
houses next year as they have done this 
year, which is an all-time record.” He 
pointed out that it was not customary to 
publish figures of authorisations, or forecast 
completions, in future years. 

“The number of subsidised houses,” he 
said, “built for letting in Great Britain 
during the past year is likely to be some- 
what more than 250,000, including 220,000 
built by local authorities. In addition, about 
90,000 houses will be provided by private 
enterprise.” 

Mr. JAMES JoHNSON drew attention to the 
housing shortage in Rugby, caused, he said, 
> by the influx of workers for the booming 
export industries of engineering and cars. 
He asked if the Minister was aware of the 
disappointment at the number of houses 
built, “and whether he would consider 
sympathetically any request by the local 
council in future for an increase in their 
housing allocations. 

Mr. SANDYS, after expressing pleasure at 
Rugby’s prosperity, suggested that it might 
create additional problems. He would con- 
sider any representations Mr. Johnson or the 
local council wished to make. 

Mr. Maurice EDELMAN said that the reply 
would not be well received in Coventry, 
where there were 10,000 people on the hous- 
ing list. There was, he suggested, general 
dissatisfaction with the Minister’s “ under 
the counter ” method of altering the hous- 
ing ratio, and he urged him to receive a 
deputation from Coventry about that matter. 

Mr. SANpDys said he did not know what 
Mr. Edelman meant by “ under the counter ” 
methods. If he meant the ratio between 
local authorities and private enterprise, he 
could be assured that the department were 
not working to any fixed ratio between those 
two types of building. That criticism came 
ill from Mr. Edelman and other Opposition 
members, because in their best year the pre- 
vious Government provided only 195,000 
houses to let, whereas the Government, as 
he had announced, were providing more than 

Mr. GEORGE asked why the Minis- 
ter had refused to allow councils to build 
as many houses as they had planned to do 
next year. Why also was he restricting local 
authorities in the fulfilment of the plans they 
had prepared when his predecessor had 
instructed local authorities to go full steam 
ahead and build as many council houses as 
they could? 

Mr. Sanpys referred Mr. Jeger to the 
part of his answer relating to the number 
of authorisations issued, or to be issued, 
and the effect they would have on local 
authority building next year. 
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Mr. FerRNYHOUGH asked whether, as the 
Minister had abolished all licensing, local 
authorities could be assured of obtaining all 
the materials they would require to main- 
tain a housing programme in 1955 not less 
than that they were able to complete in 1954, 

Mr. SANpyYs said that he had every reason 
to. believe that the necessary materials would 
be available. 

Mr. Douctas Jay asked whether the 
figures of houses built to let included those 
to be built by private enterprise, and not 
— by local authorities according to 
need. 

Mr. SANpys said that he had referred to 
subsidised houses for letting. That included 
houses of local authorities, housing associa- 
tions and various other agencies, but it did 
not include houses built by private enterprise 
to let without subsidy. 

He added, in reply to LieuT.-CoL. Marcus 
LirTon, that the issue of authorisations was 
a continuing process. Those being issued 
now related partly to building in 1955 and 
partly to building in 1956. 


_ Housing in Coventry 


N the motion for the adjournment in the 
House of Commons on December 13, 
Miss ELAINE BurTON drew attention to the 
state of housing in Coventry, and put forward 
reasons why it was thought in that city that 
the Minister should pay particular care to 
their difficulties. She explained that 
Coventry was producing two-thirds of the 
total British rearmament programme, and 
had played a great part in the export pro- 
gramme. The population of the city had 
risen from 190,000 in 1939 to about 264,000 
to-day. A review of their housing lists in 
1947 made it clear that out of 13,300 people 
waiting for accommodation there was a hard 
core of housing applications of about 10,000. 
There was no chance, or little chance of 
clearing off those arrears within a reasonable 
number of years unless the Minister allowed 
them to build to the maximum of capacity. 
In October she had asked the Minister if 
Coventry could undertake immediately the 
construction of a further 500 houses. Each 
of those houses would have been produced 
by non-traditional methods, such as those 
used by Messrs. Wimpey. After that debate 
she and Mr. Crossman, another representa- 
tive of Coventry, had been to see the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. at the Ministry. As 4 
result of the representations they had made, 
it had. been agreed to increase Coventry’s 
allocation of 1,250 houses by 250. 

They were far from satisfied with that 
increase, although they were grateful for the 
addition, because the total was still a reduc- 
tion of 500 on the present year’s allocation. 
Each year in Coventry there were more than 
2,000 applications for council tenancies and 
the rate of 1,500 for new municipal houses 
was not enough even to cope with the num- 
oer of new applicants. The chairman and 
other members of the housing committee in 
Coventry had assured her that they had had 
discussions with private estate agents whose 
opinion was that the shortage of privately 
owned sites provided with roads and sewers 
would mean that the production of private 
enterprise sponsored houses was unlikely to 
exceed the present level. 

High rents were being demanded from 
workers who came to Coventry. Some of 
them were exorbitant, and workers who 
could not get council houses had to pay. It 
was felt that unless the city was able to 
build to the extent of its capacity unfair 
profiteering would continue. Members of 
the housing committee had assured her that 
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they had on hand sites already provided with 
sewers and .roads for an increasing tempo 
of house building based on an expected pro. 
gressive increase of the allocation for. this 
year of 2,033. There was the labour—it hag 
been brought in by Messrs. Wimpey—any 
they had the materials. Unless the Minister 
changed his mind, the Government would be 
preventing the corporation from starting to 
build and substantially’ to complete 1,837 
dwellings for which land, sewers, roads, plans 
and tenders were available. 

Of those dwellings 576 had actualiy re- 
ceived ‘the final approval of the corporation 
and the financial approval of the regional 
office of the Ministry. She had been asked 
to invite the Minister to visit Coventry to 
see the difficulties for himself. 

Mr. RICHARD CROSSMAN said tha‘ the 
need for municipal housing was as high in 
Coventry as anywhere in the west Midlands, 
It was only because large firms like Wimpey 
brought in their own large labour force that 
housing on a large scale had been possible. 
The Minister’s action was preventing the 
building of what could be built not caly 
this year, but in the next year also, 
Hundreds more could have been built this 
year. Nearly 1,800 would be forbidden by 
a Minister who was proud of releasing 
people from building controls. The end of 
building controls meant the end of a limita- 
tion on building for sale and the imposiiion 
of bans on municipal building for’ rental. 
It meant setting the private builder free and 
shackling the corporations and preventing 
them from building as much as quickly and 
efficiently as they could. 

Mr. DEEDES, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and _ Local 
Government, said that the Minister 
recognised the unusual _ position of 
Coventry in respect of development. On 
October 30 this year Coventry had com- 
pleted 1,125 local authority houses and had 
2,347 in hand. It was fair to point out that 
779 private enterprise houses were completed 
and 1,401 were being built. The Govern- 
ment’s estimate was that by December 31 
Coventry would have completed 1,425 local 
authority houses and 975 private enterprise 
houses—a total of 2,400. 

They would begin next year with 2,050 
local authority houses and between 1,600 
and 1,700 private enterprise houses in hand. 
With an allocation of 1,500 local authority 
houses there was a programme of 3,550 
houses in hand or prospect at the beginning 
of the year. The increased tempo of 
housing was going on more in Coventry 
than in most places. Private enterprise 
housing was going ahead extremely well. 
He would associate that with the high wages 
in the town caused by the high industrial 
potential and the wealthy immigrants. 

If one could assume that local builders 
knew what they were doing those houses 
were being built in response to local demands 
so it was fair to treat them as an integral 
part of the town’s construction programme. 
There were 1,401 under construction at the 
end of October; this should rise to 1,500 
completions in 1955. The estimate for 
private enterprise houses in 1955 and 1956 
was about 1,500 houses. 

That was a broad estimate. At the end of 
October 1,400 were under construction and 
220 waiting to be started, and the depart- 
ment were not assuming any large increase. 
That meant with local authority completions 
Tee would be about 3,300 houses bui!t in 
195 


Predictions for the future were hazardous 
but it looked as though in 1956 building 
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Nature usually sees to it that man’s struggles to wrest her rarest treasures are in proportion 
to the qualities of the treasure. The search for yellow specks in the soil goes on in the most un- 
comfortable places because there is no substitute for gold. The mighty efforts of man and beast to. 
extract rare Teak trees from remote Asiatic forests continues for no less reason and to more purpose. 
Discerning and practical men the world over know that there’s nothing like Teak for woodwork that 
must resist attack from water, wind, chemicals, insects and high temperature, for centuries if necessary. 


Of course, it’s dearer than most timbers; but it is good value. Morris can tell-you all about Burma 
and Siam Teak and supply most building trade specifications from stock. 


Other hardwood specialities stocked Lesa 
by Morris include Mahogany, Iroko 
and Wainscot Oak. 


RAVENSDALE WHARF, STAMFORD HILL, LONDON, N.16. Tel: Stamford Hill 6611 (6 lines} 
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would be running at about 3,600 a year or 
more. He had spoken to the Minister about 
Miss Burton’s invitation, and the Minister 
would certainly consider that invitation and 
see whether he could accept it. 


SCHIOL BUILDING 

Br:GADIER MEDLIicoTr asked the Minister 
of Education if he would give the figures 
of ine school-building programme for 
1955-56 and also the comparable figures for 
each a the preceding years from 1949-1950 
onwar 

Sir Davip Eccies replied on December 
16: i cannot say how large the 1955-56 
schoo! building programme will be as I do 
not know how much additional work authori- 
ties will be ready to undertake for rural re- 
orga.isation or to what extent they will use 
their freedom to spend what they like on 
minc: projects. 

The value of major and minor primary and 
secoi:dary school projects approved between 
1949-50 is as follows:— 


£ million 
Major | Minor | 
Programme Projects | Projects Total 
1949... 55.1 4 59.1 
1950-51 46.5 5.1 31.6 
1951-52 14.2 48 19.0 
1952-3 45.75 5.55 51.3 
953-: 45.3 61 31.4 
1958-55 48.0 6.5 34.5 


SALE OF “ PREFABS” 


On December 14, Mr. PaGe asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whai towns were affected by his proposed 
sale of temporary prefabricated houses; how 
many such houses would be sold in each 
of these towns; and if he would give an 
assurance that he would not sell any of these 
houses until he had been assured by the local 
authority concerned that the occupants had 
been satisfactorily rehoused. 

Mr. Deepes, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government: 
Forty-one local authorities have said that 
they may want some of their temporary 
houses removed during 1955. Precise figures 
are not yet available, though the total 
amounts probably to about 2,000. Only 
vacant houses will be offered for sale. 

Mr. Pace said that provided it was seen 
that those who were evicted were given 
alternative accommodation there would be 
great satisfaction in the country that the 
Government’s housing programme had pro- 
gressed so far as to make possible a start 
on replacing those temporary dwellings by 
permanent dwellings. 


modation was primarily a question for local 
authorities. 


PLANNING APPEALS 

On December 14, Mr. DESMOND DONNELLY 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government to state the total number of 
planning appeals received by him in 1952 
and 1953 and up to the latest convenient date 
in 1954; and for the number of appeals 
allowed, the number dismissed, and the num- 
ber discontinued before hearing, during those 
years, 

Mr. Deepes gave the following figures : — 


Mr. Deepes said that alternative accom- 
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after, the inquiry or hearing, and cases in 
which it.was decided that the Minister had 
no jurisdiction or that no permission was 
required for the proposed development. No 
separate record was kept of such cases, but 
they were comparatively few. 


TOWN DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES 


On December 14, Mr. LINDGREN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many schemes had been submitted to 
his department under the Town Development 
Act,. 1952; what was the date of the first 
scheme, and the-names of the places in- 
volved; and when his decisions might be 
expected to be announced, 

Mr. Degepes: Seven—Ashford, Aylesbury, 
Bletchley, Letchworth, St. Albans, Swindon, 
and Worsley. Discussions took place en all 
these schemes before proposals were formu- 
lated, and the first to be approved was the 
Swindon scheme in April, 1954. Approval 
has since been given to the Bletchley scheme; 
those for Ashford, Letchworth and Worsley 


‘are still under consideration, while the St. 


Albans scheme is not being proceeded with. 


PROGRESS ON NEW TOWNS 


Mr. THOoRNTON-KEMSLEY asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government for 
a statement of progress, at the latest conveni- 
ent date, for each of the 14 new towns in 
Great Britain under the heads of: number of 
houses completed; number of houses under 
construction; floor area of factories com- 
pleted; number of persons to be employed 
in factories completed; floor area of factories 
under construction; and number of persons 
expected to be employed in factories under 
construction, respectively. 

Mr. SANDys, in a written reply on 
December 20, said that the available inform- 
ation was given jn the table below. He added 
that the information about Scotland was 
supplied by the Secretary of State. 


SMETHWICK DEVELOPMENT 


On December 14, Mr. GORDON WALKER 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, when he intended to publish his 
decision about the Smethwick Development 
Plan. 

Mr. Sanpys replied that he hoped to 
arrange for officials of his department to 
meet representatives of the Smethwick 
borough council early in the New Year to 
discuss certain modifications which appeared 
desirable. He realised that it was two and a 
half years since the inquiry was held and that 
such an inordinate delay caused great anxiety 
to local authority and business interests in 
such a borough. Important and difficult 
issues were involved and if by taking a little 
longer mistakes could be avoided it would 
be time well spent. 


THE MIDDLESEX PLAN 


On December 14, Mr. Beswick asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if, because of the uncertainty, inconvenience 
and hardship occasioned by the continued 
delay in making a decision with regard to 
the Middlesex County Development Plan, 
he would expedite his consideration of this 
matter. 

Mr. SANDys: Yes, as much as possible. 

Much work, he stated, was involved in the 
plan which affected 2,500,000 people. There 
had been 7,500 objections, all of which had 
to be carefully considered. The Govern- 
ment would expedite it all they could, but 
it would still take several months. 


MAINTENANCE CLAUSES 


On December 14 Mr. SHort asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would withold his consent to 
borrowing approval for housing projects sub- 
mitted by local authorities unless the con- 
tract contained a guarantee by the contrac- 


PROGRESS ON NEW TOWNS IN GREAT BRITAIN 


Houses New Factories (including Extensions) 
Completed Under construction 
Under 
Completed | constructi 
Area Employees Expected 
sq. ft. sq. ft employees 
LonDOoN New Towns— 
Basildon 1,627 1,050 423,180 2,464 96,335 798 
Bracknell 752 7 263,579 945 48,82 347 
Crawley sea née sha 4,080 1,185 778,900 3,629 752,926 2,318 
Harlow af sad on 4,982 1,442 454,689 2,634 727,184 3,119 
‘Hatfield 1,009 221 = 51,560 233 
Hemel Hempstead on oa 3,882 1,202 708,447 4,470 96,300 401 
Stévenage ee: He a 2,796 2,203 280,700 1,146 418,370* 2,321* 
Welwyn “as Sua pei 1,400 1,020 25,528 118 174,300 561 
ToraL—LonpDon New Towns...| 20,528 9,066 2,935,023 15,406 2,365,801 10,098 


PROVINCIAL NEw TOwNs— 
(England and Wales) 


Aycliffe 1,753 452 = 
Corby ... ‘ Migs eat 761 463 21,310 274 10,480 35 
1,014 18,760 73 
Peterlee 1,5 423 70,000 335 ,000 700 
ToTAL—PROVINCES— 
(England and Wales) re 5,101 2,167 91,310 609 79,240 808 
Scottish New Towns— 
East Kilbride <a 2,478 1,438 758,000* 3,970* 255,000* 690* 
Glenrothes... 938 595 24,000 130 
ToraL—SCoTLAND 3,416 2,033 782,000 4,100 255,000 690 
13,266 3,808,333 20,115 2,700,041 11,596 


GRAND TOTAL ... eS bad 29,045 


cases where the withdrawal was made at, or 


4 


‘The figures for appeals withdrawn included © 


re * Includes one project in each town for DSIR. 
1952 1953 November Aycliffe: Adequate factory space and employment exists on the Trading Estate. 
4,456 4,752 Corby: oy is mainly provided in the existing steel industry. Employment for women and some 
Cwmbran: Adequate factory space and employment exists on the Trading Estate. 
Appeals withdrawn ...! 1.222 | 1,292 © 1,641 Hatfield: Male employment is: available in existing industry. Provision for female employment is being made- 
op Peterlee: Male employment is mainly provided in the coal-mining industry. Provision in manufacturing industry 


is being made for the employment of women and men not engaged in mining. 


Glenrothes: Industry already exists in the new town and the immediate vicinity. 


sil? 
| 
= 
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tor to make good defects appearing in the 
first two years after completion. 


Mr. SaNDys: No. 


This, he added, was a matter which local 
authorities should be allowed to settle for 
themselves. In most cases they insisted on 
a period of six months during which defects 
could be pointed out and repairs carried 
out. 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


_ On December 14 Mr. BLENKINSOP asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many schemes for slum clearance 
had been submitted during 1954. 

Mr. DEEDES: From January 1 to Novem- 
ber 30, 1954, local authorities in England and 
Wales submitted 298 slum clearance com- 
pulsory purchase orders and 228 clearance 
orders. 


THE ALBERT MEMORIAL 


_ Mr. C, I. Orr-Ewinc asked the Minister 
of Works what was the monthly charge for 
the scaffolding surrounding the Albert 
Memorial; how: many months this had been 
up; when it would be removed; and how 
many men were engaged in repairs. 

Mr. NIGEL Bircu, replying on December 
20, said: The scaffolding is hired at a charge 
of £140 a month. It has been up since Jul 


until August 1. It will be removed when 
the cross and orb have been replaced, to- 
wards the end of March, 1955. 

At present five masons are at work on the 
memorial. In addition three bronze-workers 
are engaged off the site. 


PLANNING COMPENSATION 


Mr. RonaLD BELL asked the Chancellor 
of the Excheguer to what extent his regu- 
lations permitted the accumulated interest on 
compensation under the Town and Country 
Planning Acts, which would shortly become 
payable, to be spread, for purposes of in- 
come tax and surtax, over the years in respect 
of which it has accrued. 


Mr. R. A. BUTLER, in a written reply on 
December 21 stated:—This interest, which 
becomes payable only when the compensa- 
tion is discharged, will rank for income tax 
purposes as income of the year in which it 
is paid and tax will be deductible at the 
standard rate for that year.- As regards sur- 
tax, Section 238, Income Tax Act, 1952, 
contains provisions under which a measure 
of relief, on a basis broadly equivalent to 
spreading the interest, can be claimed if the 
receipt of the accumulated interest increases 
the recipient’s surtax liability for the year 
in which: the interest is paid by more than 
5 per cent. over what it would have been if 
one year’s interest only had been received 
in that year. 


VALUERS’ FEES 


Mr. DouGcLas HouGuTon: asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer what was the. total 
amount paid by his department in fees to 
private professional valuers since 1948 in 
connection with the revaluation of special 
properties ; and whether the Inland Revenue 
valuers were now able to cope with further 
work of this kind without outside assistance 


Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Financial Secretary, 
Treasury, in a written answer on December 
21 stated the figure as £1,332,459. He added, 
“The contracts with’ private valuers for this 
special work runs until March 31, 1958,” 


7, 1954, but the hire charge did not begin 
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replacement is not difficult and should not 
be an expensive job. However, should the 
slates prove to be porous then it would 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Cure for Dampness 


Q.—Could you give me some advice 
regarding dampness in my house? It was 
built in 1934 and has a double slate damp- 
course, i.e., two layers of slate with mortar 
in between. The soil is clay and gets very 
waterlogged in wet periods. Damp is rising 
in the outside walls above the damp-course, 
as much as 18 in. in places, and the rooms 
after being shut up smell of dampness. The 
foundations under the floor boards appear 
to be dry. One builder suggests that the 
slates in the damp-eourse are perishing, 
being of inferior quality, but considers that 
there is nothing to worry about. . Another 
expresses no opinion, but suggests getting 
out as soon as possible. 

_I like the position of the house and do 
not want to move if the trouble can be 
righted. I am, therefore, anxious to obtain 
expert advice. H. S. P. 


mean their complete replacement. This 
would be an expensive item, but bearing in 
mind that there is no desire to move, it 
would be a _ worthwhile and necessary 
expense. Getting out by selling the pro. 
perty is hardly a solution since any surveyor 
worthy of that name would very quickly 
detect the trouble and with such knowledge 
it is very doubtful if he would recommend 
to a client its purchase until such a fault 
had been remedied. 

Complete replacement would necessitate 
the services of a competent builder for, in 
effect, it means lifting the house up, taking 
out the old damp-proof course and replacing 
with new. A description of the methed of 
carrying out this work is hardly justified since 
any good builder would know just how to 
tackle such work, it being very unwise for 
anyone to take on a job of this nature with- 
out considerable experience. ©. D. 

A.—While the dampness being experi- 3 
enced may be serious it is not a problem Damp Chimney Stack 
that has no cure. The cost may be consider- @Q,—Over the past ten years I have spent 
able, but will be dependent upon the nature a considerable amount of money in a vain 
of the cause. The fact that the soil is clay endeavour to cure a wet chimney stack. 
Could you give me some advice? 


and at times becomes waterlogged would 
have no effect on a sound damp-proof - The chimney stack has been rebuilt from 
course, it being just as necessary to have oof jevel; it has been water-proofed on the 
=. and efficient damp-proof courses outside: the lead flashing has been pronounced 
whatever the nature or condition of the site good; the unused chimneys have been sealed 
may be. off; the inside damp ceilings and walls have 

been water-proofed, and still the damp 


To assume a case from the information 
given is a little difficult, particularly as no appears beyond the proofing almost im- 
mediately after it begins to rain. 


information is given as to how long since 
The one chimney in use on that stack is 


1934 apparent dry conditions have been 
the one from the kitchen leading from a 


enjoyed. I am, however, assuming that the 
soil around the building is below the damp- slow-combustion fire, which is never allowed 
to go out. A. M. 


proof course and that never at any time does 
A.—Having had the stack rebuilt for the 


ground water rise above it. Slate damp- 

proof courses do fail when there has been 
sole purpose of curing apparent dampness, 
it is reasonable to suppose that your builder 


uneven settlement of the building. It is 
also possible for them to have been broken 

would take every precaution to ensure that 
rain would not be able to enter the interior 


at the time of laying. Certain slates have 
of the building via the chimney. 


been known to become porous, but it is 
rather the exception. 

If the cause of the trouble is the result This being so, then I suggest the apparent 
of fractured slates, then it is reasonable to dampness is not caused as a result of rain 
suppose that the dampness would spread entering the flue, but by condensation inside 
from a fairly defined position, and once it the flue, which may be aggravated when 

there is rain or when the air is humid. Con- 
densation in flues has given rise to consider- 


had found a passage through would, particu- 
Jarly during winter months when some form 

able concern, particularly in respect of flues 
from domestic boilers. For many years now 


of heating is being used inside the house, be 
this matter has. been the subject of close 


attracted and rapidly spread. Considering 

the possibility of the slates being porous, 
investigation by the Building Research 
Station. 


then it would be expected that all the walls 
would be affected at much the same time, 

Briefly, the reason why domestic boilers 
are more aff than open fires is as 


with the dampness rising at a general level 

throughout, though here again it may be 

that only some of the slates are affected. follows: The products of combustion produce 

Whatever the cause, inspection of the slates gases which contain water vapour. If these 

must be carried out and to do this a certain gases were allowed to escape into the air, 
their passage through the flue would not have 
any detrimental effect on the flue or its 


amount of brickwork must be cut away. I 

would suggest cutting through the thickness 
of the wall and along its length about 2 ff. surrounding brickwork. In a normal open 
to 3 ft., choosing a position in the wall that fire this is what usually happens, since the 
suggests a point of source of dampness. = ypward movement of air and gases in the flue 
Fracture through uneven settlement is is being constantly helped by the air avail- 
able in the room. A domestic boiler, par- 
ticularly when it is closed down for the 


almost certain to be indicated by fracture 

of the brickwork above and below the damp- 
night, has very little air from the room enter- 
ing the flue, with the- result that the gases 


proof course, and, therefore, can be very 
in the flue tend to hang, and in doing sv 


easily located. Fracture of slates at the 

time of building would not be easily located, 
result in the water vapour in the gases con- 
densing and settling on the surrounding 


though, as previously suggested, this would 
brickwork of the flue. The materials that 


appear as source;of dampness at a fairly 
are deposited on the inner surface of the flue 


well-defined point. Porous slates are also 

soft slates and can be easily pierced; in an 
have the property of absorbing moisture from 
the air, hence the more marked showing of 


extreme state of decay they can almost 
be rubbed away. 
Assuming fractured slates, then. their dampness when it rains., Perhaps what is 
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THE PROP 


The Big Ben all-steel Prop has been produced after exhaustive tests 
of various prototype designs to provide the ideal temporary support lasting 
for all building needs. It is available with either the standard prop or if it 
top plate 6” x 6” or the beam prop top plate 14” x 4”. Base plate 
in each case measures 6” x 6”. 


caustic 


ONE 


Bricks 


Simply insert pin into the hole whic’ inal 


gives the approximate length of prop i It is 
required. one. 
to the 
work 
soluble 
dioxide 
washin 
| would 
e salts) ¢ 


cult to 


Apply exact final adjustment by a | Y ES which 
turn of the handle on the threaded | — ae crystal: 
collar. 


HEIGHT would 


Size No. 1. Closed 6 ft. new. 
6in. Extended I1 ft. 0 in. 
Size No. 2. Closed 8 ft. 
Qin. Extended 12 ft. 6 in, 


UP! 


Fixed in a matter of seconds, and as 
quickly struck when no longer re- 
quired. 


ia 
He 


7 


Write for full details and current prices to a 


STEEL SCAFFOLDING COMPANY LTD |** 


82 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.1I. TELEPHONE: VICTORIA 7453 (4 LINES) seal 
paragr: 

DEPOTS LONDON: 18 Union Rd., Clapham, S.W.4. Tel: MACaulay 3551. WARRINGTON: Victoria Works, Latchford, nr. require 
Warrington. Tel: Warrington 937. LIVERPOOL: 21 Grinfield St., Liverpool 7. Tel: ROYal 4551. ns 

MANCHESTER: 62 Greenhill St., C-on-M, Manchester. Tel: Moss Side 3272 strengt 


MIDLAND DISTRIBUTORS: Charles Bunn Limited, Herbert Street, West Bromwich. Telephone: West Bromwich 1303. 
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more important is that deterioration of the 
brickwork also takes place. . 

It will be seen from. this very brief 
description that to avoid condensation enter- 
ing the building an impervious lining must 
be incorporated in the flue, and, had this 
been done when the flue was rebuilt, I feel 
fairly certain the trouble now being ex- 
perienced would not have occurred. 

I would suggest that you again consult 
your builder and recommend him to obtain 
the Building Research Station Digest No. 60, 
issued in 1948 and reprinted in 1953, which 
gives some useful suggestions as to’ how such 
trouble may be overcome and the treatment 
necessary to deal with the affected interior 
of the building. 

O. D. 


Caustic Soda Impregnation 


(.—We are contemplating the purchase of 
a fectory in which large quantities of caustic 
sod: have been stored, and it appears that 
the caustic soda has permeated through the 
brickwork. 

Could you tell us whether this has any 
lasting effect upon the brickwork or whether 
the caustic soda will discharge itself in time 
or if it will be necessary to replace the brick- 
work? Where the caustic soda has affected 
the wall there appears to be some er er ge 

N. L.C. 


A.—When brickwork is impregnated with 
caustic soda it becomes very deliquescent and 
will attract moisture, so that it will always 
appear damp. Caustic soda is a strong 
alkali and is therefore highly corrosive. 
Bricks saturated with it will begin to decay 
and crumble depending upon their strength, 
density and hardness. 

It is assumed that the wall is an external 
one. By applying a waterproof rendering 
to the inside face, the caustic soda may 
work itself to the outside by becoming 
soluble, absorbing the moisture and carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere, and becoming 
washing soda (sodium carbonate). This 
would wash off. A dilute acid (spirits of 
salts) could be applied, but it would be diffi- 
cult to get to the centre of the wall. This 
would neutralise the alkali and form a salt, 
which would become soluble and form 
crystals or efflorescence on the surface. This 
could be brushed off or washed away. There 
is a risk that if the acid was not all used up 
in neutralising the alkali, it would also act 
as a corrosive and destroy the brick fabric. 

A trial of the foregoing could. be made 
on a portion of the affected wall to see 
how it reacts. Failing this, the brickwork 
would have to be cut out and replaced with 
new, - R. M. E. 


Vent Pipes 


Q.—It has been suggested that in a pair 
or terrace of four or more houses on a com- 
mon drain, no vent pipes are required to 
first floor w.c.s other than at the head of 


the drain. Apart from the possibility of 
“suck” on the w.c. seals, we are also 
nervous of “blowing back,” particularly in 
the event of a blocked drain further down. 
I should be glad to have any observations 
or comments on such an experiment. 


A.—The suggestion that ventilation to soil 
pipes is unnecessary is incorrect. Section 40, 
paragraph 2, of the Public Health Act, 1936, 
tequires the soil pipe to be properly ventilated. 
Local authorities’ by-laws require the soil 
pipe to be carried up in the same bore and 
strength to a safe oulet; this has generally 
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been accepted as one terminating at a point 
at least 3 ft. 6 in. above the topmost win- 
dow, or at least 20 ft. measured horizontally 
from any opening into a building. Model 
by-laws require the latter measurement to 
be at least 10 ft. 

Technically, it is acknowledged that a w.c. 
with an efficient flush, connected to an 
unventilated 4-in. pipe fixed vertically and 
of a greater length than 3 ft. 6 in., will lose 
its water seal by self-syphonage. When 
ventilation pipes are blocked, condensation 
occurs in branch pipes, and in cases where 
these pipes are of lead they will become 
perforated. Well-designed drainage schemes 
should provide ample ventilation, protect the 
seals of traps, permit good full bore dis- 
charge and keep maintenance costs low. 

| 


“ Dry Rot” 


Q.—I have just bought a house built 
between the years 1914 and 1918. It appears 
to be in quite good condition, but some 
fungus (dry rot?) has appeared in the out- 
door lavatory in the wooden frame, toilet 
seat and batten board for the cistern. In 
changing these it was noticed that fungus 
had grown and spread between the brick- 
work and the plaster. The brickwork 
appears to have some lime incorporated in 
the cementing. Is it usual to find fungus 
in these places, and does it follow that 
fungus will be found in other parts of the 
house? I have also had a fireplace removed 
and there appeared to be some fragments of 
fungus in the brickwork. : 


If you could give me some advice I would 
appreciate it because the builders who 
carried out the repairs assured me that there 
was nothing to worry about, and that the 
house was in very good condition. 


Finally, could you recommend any reliable 
books on simple building construction, and 
any literature or institute that could advise 
on fungus control. Pag, 


A.—Dry rot takes many forms and is a 
term that is used to cover many forms of 
timber decay. The term is also somewhat 
misleading since dry rot cannot exist unless 
timber is wet. 

The condition of the timber in the outside 
lavatory points without doubt to a fungus 
growth which, if not checked, could spread 
to other parts. of the building. I would be 
very hesitant: to advise that it is “ nothing to 
worry about.” 

The most common form of fungus and 
the most dangerous is “ merulius lacrymans.” 
This fungus is, in fact, a form of plant life 
which reproduces itself by means of spores 
which are air-borne. When these spores 
settle on damp timber growth will commence 
and will spread rapidly by means of web- 
like roots which travel along the timber in 
search of fresh moisture and developing 
their own moisture as a result of the timber 
decaying. Once this condition has started 
it will continue all the time moisture is pre- 
sent, travelling along brickwork. plaster 
walls or concrete. 


From this brief account of the difficulties 
one is up against with dry rot, it will be 


readily appreciated that the source of the. 


trouble must be found and cured before re- 
placing the infected timber with new. The 
most probable cause of the trouble in the 
first instance is the foot of the frame. It is 
often found that the foot of the frame is in 
contact with the concrete without any damp- 
proof course beween, thus providing a verv 


easy passage for moisture, Another probable’ 
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cause is that the brickwork surrounding the 
wood frame itself is damp, either through a 
faulty damp-proof course or a leaking gutter. 

Having located the source of the trouble 
and dealt with it, then one can tackle the 
replacement of infected timber with confi- 
dence, First remove the infected timber and 
burn. Thoroughly clean the surrounding 
brickwork and go over it with the flame of a 
blowlamp to burn away any dormant 
spores. This may be followed by an appli- 
cation of one of the patent preservatives, 
not only to the brickwork but to any timber 
that has been near the infected timber but 
not in actual contact. All new timber should 
be thoroughly treated; apply at least two 
coats, the second coat being applied before 
the first has dried. 

The fungi behind a fireplace may be due 
to being close to the external lavatory, the 
strands of growth having found their way 
through defective brickwork joints. It also 
may be that the house was left for a con- 
siderable time without heat, thus creating 
just the condition on which dry rot thrives 
and could be quite independent of the 
trouble in the outside lavatory. Here again 
{t would be advisable to treat the surround- 
ing woodwork and brickwork. 


Timber preservation is dealt with com- 
prehensively in the Wood Preservation 
series of the Forest Products Research Re- 
cords, obtainable from HM _ Stationery 
Office. 

A construction text book that would suit 
your correspondent, I would suggest, would 
be of the type that deals with building re- 
pairs rather than new work. I would re- 
commend “ Building Repairs,” edited by 
Alfred G. Geeson and published by Virtue 
and Co., Ltd. For new work I would suggest 
“* Building Construction ” by W. B. McKay, 
published by Longmans. 

H. O. D. 


FOREST PRODUCTS 
RESEARCH 


Dielectric Properties of Wood 


TuE electrical properties. of wood are im- 
portant in high frequency heating processes, 
in the use of wood as an insulator and in 
finding moisture content by electrical means. 
Forest Products Research Special Report 
No. 8, published recently by HMSO for the 
DSIR (price 1s. 6d.), contains the results 
of work carried out at Princes Risborough 
on the permittivity and loss tangent of 
various species of timber. 

Measurements were made using 12 species 
of wood. Two timbers are discussed in de- - 
tail: Sitka spruce, representing medium-light 
timbers; and oak, - representing medium- 
heavy timbers. The results with ‘other 
timbers are used to illustrate particular 
points. : 

Permittivity and loss tangent were 
measured in the three grain directions at 
moisture contents up to 18 per cent. and 
over the frequency range from 2 kc/s to 
60 mc/s. Permittivities change uniformly 
with moisture content and frequency. They 
are closely related to density and the report 
suggests a method of predicting approxi- | 
mately the permittivity of any timber. Values 
for loss tangent vary widely and it is im- 
possible to predict them with any accuracy. 

Measurements on wet woods showed ex- 
tremely large variations in permittivity and 
loss tangent with frequency, but the con- 
ductivity depends much less on frequency 
than it does for dry wood. 
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HEATING 


THE FINAL article in the series on Church Heating, prepared by a com- 
mittee of architects and heating engineers on behalf of the Central Council 
~ for the Care of Churches, is published below. The articles are shortly to be 


published in booklet form.—Eb. 


9.—Care and Maintenance of 


Heating Installations 


A. Warm Air Stoves 
STOVES 


THE following directions should be 
followed to maintain the stoves in 
good condition :— 

(1) Clean the stove flues and smoke out- 
let and scrape the stove fire box at least 
once a week and clear the fire grate of ashes 
and clinkers once a day. 

(2) Set the combustion control dampers to 
give only the heat output necessary to main- 
tain the required temperature in the build- 
ing and operate the stove with the least 
possible chimney draught. : 

(3) When using coke, anthracite or Welsh 
smokeless coals, the stove can be operated 
with the secondary air damper open only to 
a very small extent. ; 

(4) See that fire doors, flue doors, etc., fit 
closely in order to reduce losses due to the 
infiltration of cold air to a minimum. Pre- 
vent air leakage around the junction of the 
base of the stove and its foundations. 

(5) A suitable size of. fuel for small and 
medium sized stoves having grate areas of 
not more than 10 sq. ft. is 1 in. to 2 in. 
Sizes from 2 in. to 5 in are more suitable for 
large stoves, Pay special attention to the 
thickness of fire in- the fire-box; with 
coke graded at 1 in. to 2 in. a thickness 
should be maintained between the limits of 
9 in. to 15 in. With 2 in. grade and over 
maintain a thickness between the limits of 
12 in. to 18 in. For anthracite and Welsh 
smokeless coals the corresponding limits are 
respectively 6 in, to 10 in. and 8 in. to 15 in. 


(6) At the end of the heating season | 


thoroughly clean the stove fire-box and flues, 
remove all ashes, etc., and leave firedoor, 
ash pit doors, and damper fully open. 

See Section 6 “The Boiler House” 
regarding the maintenance of ventilation 
in the boiler house. 


AIR DUCTS AND GRATINGS 


All air ducts and flues should be 
cleaned once per annum and any brick 
should be periodically lime- 


washed. 

Care should be taken to ensure that 
floor gratings are not covered by carpets 
or other obstructions when the heating 
apparatus is in use. 


B. Low Pressure Hot Water Heating 
Installations 


COKE-FIRED BOILERS 


These notes relate specifically to cast 
iron sectional boilers but other types of 
coke-fired boilers require very similar 
care and maintenance, with such modifi- 
cations as the makers may suggest. 


(1) Clean the boiler flues and smoke out- 
let and scrape the boiler firebox at least 
once a week and clear the fire grate of ashes 
and clinkers once a day. 

(2) Set the combustion control dampers 
to give only the heat output necessary to 
maintain the required temperature in the 
building and operate the boiler with the 
least possible chimney draught. 
ak When using coke, anthracite or Welsh 
eless coals, the boiler can be operated 


with the secondary air damper open only 
to a very small extent. ; 
(4) See that firedoors, fluedoors, etc., fit 
closely in order to reduce losses due to the 
infiltration of cold air to a minimum. 
with warm air stoves, care must be taken 
to prevent air leakages at the boiler founda- 


tion. 

(5) A suitable size of fuel for small and 
medium sized boilers having grate areas of 
not more than 10 sq. ft. is graded from 1 in. 
to 2 in. More suitable sizes for large boilers 
are from 2 in. to 5 in. 

Pay special attention to the thickness of 
the fire. With coke size 1 in. to 2 in. main- 
tain a thickness between the limits of % in. 
to 15 in. With a grade of 2 in. and over 
maintain a thickness between the limits of 
12 in. to 18 in. 

For anthracite and Welsh smokeless coals 
the corresponding limits are 6 in. to 10 in. 
and 8 in to 15 in. } 

Further information regarding the stoking 
of boilers is given in “The  Stoker’s 
Manual” obtainable from Her Majesty’s 
Stationery Office, price 1s. 3d. 

(6) At the end of the heating season 
thoroughly clean the boiler firebox and 
flues, remove all ashes from the boiler and 
aoe and leave the firedoor, ashpit doors 
and damper full open. Run one pint of 
water from draincock on the boiler to re- 
move sediment and make sure that the ball 
tap in the feed tank opens to replace the 
amount drawn off. Apart from this annual 
withdrawal] of one pint, water should not 
be drawn from a heating installation. 

The installation should be ieft full of 

water at all times except in severe frosty 
weather when the apparatus should be com- 
pletely emptied if a fire cannot be main- 
tained in the boiler. 
(7) Any electrical apparatus connected 
with coke-fired boilers should have constant 
attention, as the fumes rapidly attack the 
casings and may leave bare and dangerous 
wires exposed. 


FEED AND EXPANSION TANK 


This should be examined not less than 
once a year to ensure that the ball valve 
is not leaking or sticking and to make 
sure that the water is at the correct level. 
The ball valve should be set to close when 
the water level in the tank is approxi- 
mately 4in. from the bottom whilst the 
apparatus is cold, so as to leave space in 
the tank for the additional volume of 
water due to expansion. 


PIPES AND RADIATORS 


These should be thoroughly brushed at 
frequent intervals to remove dust, etc. 


AIR TAPS 


All air taps on radiators, pipes, etc., 
should be tried once a year (more often if 
necessary) to remove any air which may 
have accumulated, and care must be 
taken that they are free and do not stick 
after the system has been emptied for a 
period. 

VALVES 


~ Examine all valves once a year to en- 
sure that there are no leakages at glands, 
etc., and tighten or repack glands when 
necessary. During this inspection all 
valves fitted with hand wheels should be 
closed and opened several times to ensure 
that they do not stick. Valves fitted with 


lock shields or which have had their hand 
wheels removed should not be altered, 

When the system is emptied down care 
must be taken before it is refilled that 
all radiator and other air valves are 
closed, otherwise disastrous flooding may 
occur. 


ACCELERATORS OR PUMPS 


The glands of pumps should be ex- 
amined annually by a qualified fitter and 


As not left to the discretion of the vergers 


or general stoker. They should be 
tightened or repacked if excessive {|cak- 
age is taking place, care being taker to 
avoid tightening the glands too muci: or 
the electric motor will be overloaded. 


GAS-FIRED BOILERS 


There are many types of gas-fired 
boilers and the instructions of the mak ers 
should be carefully followed in reg:rd 
to lighting the boilers, cleaning flueways, 
etc. 

It is recommended that a maintenaice 
contract should be entered into with the 
local Gas Board or a competent firm {or 
the maintenance and cleaning of tie 
boiler and the cleaning and testing of the 
automatic controls three times per 
annum. 


ai 


OIL-FIRED BOILERS 


The general instructions for cleaning 
boilers, etc., included in the section 
relating to cast-iron coke-fired boilers 
apply also to oil-fired boilers. The 
instructions’ of the makers of the oil 
burners should be followed regarding 
their care and maintenance but where 
possible a service contract should be en- 
tered into with the makers of the oil 
burners to have the burners and their 
automatic controls cleaned and tested 
two or three times per annum. 

Care should be taken not to leave 
automatically stoked boilers or oil) 
for too long a period without inspection. 


C. Gas Heating Installations 
(excepting gas-fired boilers) 


Several types of gas heaters are avail- 
able and the detailed instructions of the 
makers their maintenance 
should be carefully followed. 

All gas heaters should be inspected 
once per annum when the following 
points should receive attention : — 

(1) Inspect all refractories and replace any 
which may be damaged. 

(2) Clean all burners and replace any 
defective jets. 

(3) Check pilot lights and replace pilot 
jets if defective. 

% Check all gas connections for leaks. 

(5) Inspect gas cocks and regrease if neces- 
sary using good-quality graphite grease 
sparingly. 

(6) Clean all enamelled surfaces with 
damp cloth or soap and water. . 

(7) Examine governor and re-oil dia- 
phragm if necessary; also check gas pres- 
= in accordance with maker’s pressure 

art. 

(8) Examine guards on all open-t fires 
fixed at low level and replace if. defective. 

_Make sure that there are ample per- 
manent ventilating openings in all build- 
ings in which gas heaters are fixed and 
that these openings are not obstructed. 


D. Electric Heating Installations 


-Provided the electrical installation has 
been installed under qualified supervision 
the fuses protecting the electrical circuits 
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You can the 


Mortar made with MORTA-MIX is more workable because it is fattier! No lime 
_is required and in a 1 : 6 cement-sand mix, the cost of MORTA-MIX for a cubic 
yard is only 2/6d. This replaces lime costing 14|-! In addition, MORTA-MIX 
practically eliminates mortar droppings and gives you far better adhesion. If 
you want a better and a cheaper mortar you need MORTA-MIX! 

Please write for our descriptive leaflet MB/7. 


ELIMINATES LIME 
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PULLEYS AND 
SASH CHAIN 


THE PERFECT ANSWER TO 
BREAKING SASH CORDS! 
_ So specify ‘RHODES’ and Satisfy Clients. 
Write for booklet from. ,RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


BEACON HOUSE - KINGS WAY 


THE FIRST COST IS 
THE LAST COST! 


The only PERMANENT 
system of sash hanging. 


e ENSURES smooth and 
easy running sashes. 


e ELIMINATE future 
maintenance costs. 


PREVENT damage to 


wood and paint work. 

e AVOID risk of personal 
injury through break- 
ing sash cords. 


MILLES 


DISAPPEARING 


ATTIC STAIRS 


provide 
more room 


Milles Disappearing Attic 
Stairs economically provide 
access to valuable space. 
Simple to fit, effortless to 
operate, they are as easy 
to ascend or descend as a 
permanent stairway. They 
fold completely out of sight 
when not in use. 


These stairs offer the 

architect great Lh 

advantages and the Send for 
_ builder an additional Bp 

attraction to his cations, measure- 


ment charts and 
clients. 


R.D. MILLES, LIMITED, 
6-12, BRASENOS ROAD, 
LIVERPOOL, 20 


The ALL WOOD" 
HARDBOARD 


BUY WISELY ~BUY RIGHT 
YOUR PROBLEMS SOLVED 
BY- FIBONITE 


. Sole Selling Agents in the ULK.: 
Wm. Brandts (Wallply) Ltd., 36 Fenchurch St., london, £6.3 


H.W. COOPER & Co.Lrp. TELEPHONE: 


3/5, Plympton Street, —— 


Church N.W.8 
CONTROLLED 
| VENTILATION! 


COOPER'S 
CIRCULAR 
GLASS 
VENTILATORS 


provide the answer 
at moderate cost 


HEATSEALING PLASTIC SKIN 


Cuts costs by protecting Blueprints, Notices, Documents, 
Book covers, Charts, Drawings, Labels and all printed 
matter. Plastic material now available for lamination of 

identification cards, calendars, price tickets, etc. 


@- Washable high gloss surface. 


_ @ Instantaneous firm bond to paper, 
cardboard, etc. 


@ Can be fixed by unskilled labour. 


SEND NOW FOR FULL DETAILS TO: 


MORANE PLASTIC CO. LTD 


21 Woodthorpe Rd., Ashford, Middlesex 
Tel.: Ashford, Middx. 2727 & 3391 


“Morane 
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will be of the correct rating or size. Care 
must be taken, when fuses are removed 
from distribution boards, to ensure 
safety when maintaining _ electrical 
apparatus, and that fuses of different 
ratings are not interchanged. As a pro- 
tection against fire it is essential to en- 
sure that each circuit is protected by a 
suitably rated fuse and is not over-fused. 

In the event of a fuse of a circuit 
blowing, the blown fuse wire must be 
replaced with a new length of fuse wire 
of exactly the same rating. If on renew- 
ing the blown fuse the replaced fuse 
again blows, that is an indication that 
there is something seriously wrong with 
the circuit. No attempt should be made 
to ‘e-wire the fuse with fuse wire of a 
heavier rating or a bigger size, as this 
practice can cause fires. A competent 
electrician should be called in im- 
mediately to test the circuit and find the 
cause of the blown fuse. 

Froken covers resulting in exposure of 
live electrical parts should be replaced 
immediately. xposed live electrical 
paris, particularly in damp situations, 
are a dangerous risk to life. _ 

The steel conduits of an electrical in- 
staliation are a protection against fire 
and electrical shock but this protection is 
dependent on the steel conduit and the 
steei boxes screwed to it being in con- 
tinuous electrical contact with each other. 
If boxes become loose on the conduits, 
or sections of conduits become detached 
from each other, protection against fire 
and electrical shock is lost. Such dis- 
connections should be reported im- 
mediately to a competent electrical con- 
tractor and the installation put back into 
safe condition. 

Dampness either in the shape of stand- 
ing water or condensation causes rapid 
deterioration of electrical apparatus. 
When such conditions prevail where 
electrical equipment is installed, means of 
removing the dampness must be put in 
hand at once. 

Many small electric motors such as 
used in the heating installations are of the 
self-oiling type. All motors should how- 
ever be examined and those which are 
not of the self-oiling type should be 
lubricated regularly in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s instructions. 

If the electrical installation has been 
installed under qualified supervision or 
has been installed by a competent elec- 
trical contractor, a final test certificate 
Form “A” prescribed in the Institute 
of Electrical Engineers’ Regulations for 
the Electrical Equipment of Buildings 
should have been supplied by. the 
contractor on the completion of the 
installation. This form contains a 
recommendation that the installation 
shall be periodically inspected and tested 
at intervals of not more than a stated 
number of years, the number of years 
given on the form being dependent on 
the conditions in which the installation 
is working. The installation should be 
completely inspected and tested by a 
competent electrical contractor within the 
period given on Form “ A” which should 
not be more than five years, and the con- 
tractor should complete Form “ B” pre- 
scribed in the I.E.E. Regulations for the 
Electrical Equipment of Buildings. Both 
Form “A” and the subsequent Form 


“B” should be kept available in the fi 


vestry of the church or hung in a pro- 
minent place near the incoming electri- 


city supply point. 
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10.—Causes of and Precautions 
Against Fire in Churches 


NN UMEROUS ‘ causes of fires in 

churches may be cited, e.g., defects 
in the boiler or vestry flue; inadequate 
height of flues in relation to the adjoin- 
ing roofs; naked lights; defects in gas or 
electrical installations; lightning, which 
can sometimes be obviated by properly 
installed lightning conductors; careless- 
ness and even deliberate arson. 

It will often be found that the exposed 
portion of a flue is defective on the side 
where it cannot be seen from the ground 
because of obstruction from adjoining 
roofs. In such cases sparks can be emitted 
through open joints in the flue stack. 
Cracks may also occur in the surrounds 
to the flue when it is embedded within 
the thickness of the church wall or where 
it passes ap the roof and cannot be 
seen. Such defects should, as far as pos- 
sible, be discovered ‘and remedied, al- 
though this may entail a major under- 
taking. 

At the church of St. Luke, Chadder- 
ton, the boiler flue was concealed within 
a Vertical stone pillar adjoining the chan- 
cel arch; thence by a diagonal concrete 
flue above the arch into a vertical brick 
flue within the roof space to the ridge of 
the roof. The ridge board was practic- 
ally in contact with the brick shaft at the 
point where mortar was missing. Sparks 
through the open joints caught the near- 
est roof timbers with the result that 
three-quarters of the roof was severely 
damaged and water and falling debris 
caused further damage to the contents. 

At the 11th and 12th century church 
of St. Wulfran, Ovingdean, Sussex, 
smoke recently penetrated into the 
interior of the church at various levels 
in the height of the defective boiler flue 
at the south-west corner of the nave, 
where it had been embedded into the old 
Norman walling. Smoke also discharged 
around the eaves of the roof and tra- 
velled through the interstices and escaped 
on the external face of the ancient south 
wall of the western tower. The flue lin- 
ings were found to be defective within 
the whole height of the flue. This has 
now been rectified, when advantage was 
taken to improve the external appear- 
ance of the flue stack. 


ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 


Obsolete electrical installations can be 
a source of grave danger. All electrical 
wiring in churches should be run in gal- 
vanised screwed conduit (or its equiva- 


lent) and the whole installation should po 


be carried- out in accordance with the 
Regulations of the Central Council for 
the Care of Churches (see footnote end 
of section 5) and with the rules of the 
Institution of [Electrical Engineers. 
Repairs and extensions to existing instal- 
lations should likewise be executed 
under these rules. 

In one instance the electricians in the 
course of overhauling and extending an 
electrical installation, left during their 
lunch hour some exposed wiring in con- 
tact with the roof timbers and when they 
returned the whole length of the upper 
part of the roof had been destroyed by 


re. 
Each church should be provided with 
an adequate number of fire extinguishers 
and‘ there should be one near the organ 


chamber. They need to’ be maintained 


in an efficient condition. 


See also Section 9, “Care and Main- 
tenance of Heating Installations.” 


11.—Insurance of Heating 
Apparatus 


THE | regular inspection of heating 
boilers, and associated apparatus, 
may be arranged locally, or can form 
the subject of a special inspection (and 
insurance) contract with an insurance 
company. The “inspection only” ser- 
vice would provide for periodical inspec- 
tion by a qualified engineer-surveyor, 
and after each examination reports would 
be issued describing the condition of the 
apparatus and, where necessary, making 
recommendations and giving advice. 
There can be added to this inspection 
service, insurance against the cracking 
and frasturing of boiler sections, failure 
of welds, or a 2 leakage. Piping and 
radiators may included, if desired, 
and also the breakdown of associated 
electrical equipment. 
The normal fire insurance policies 
issued by the Ecclesiastical Insurance 
Office, Ltd., and the other leading com- 
panies, cover damage to a church, or. its 
contents (with which would be included 
the heating apparatus) as a result of ex- 
plosion, whilst legal liability arising out 
of such an explosion would dealt 
with under the Public Liability (Third 
Party) insurance, within the limit of the 
indemnity. 

It is most important that the insurance 
company should be notified of any 
changes affecting the heating apparatus, 
before the work is put in hand. At the 
same time any additional cover or 
amendment of the existing cover, could 
be arranged. 

In this connection it is essential that 
the fire insurance policy covering the 
whole fabric and contents of a church 
should be adequate for existing values, 
and that it should be reviewed periodic- 
ally and ‘adjusted in accordance with 
fluctuating values. Furthermore, allow- 
ance should be made for architects’ and 
surveyors’ fees to the extent of 84 per 
cent. on the amount of the policy cover- 


ing the fabric. . 
12.—Glossary of Terms and 


Definitions 
Ampere—tThe rate of flow of electric 
current. 
Watt—The basic unit of electrical 


wer. 
1 Kilowatt hour—1 kW. hour, represents 
1,000 watts for 1 hour and equals 3,412 
BTU’s. 

BTU.—British Thermal Unit is the 
amount of heat required to raise the tem- 
perature of 1 lb. water 1 deg. F. at normal 
pressure. 

Conduction is the transfer of heat 
through the molecules of a substance. — 

Thermal conductivity is a, relative 
measure of the rate at which a body loses 
or gains heat. 

Convection is the transfer of heat by flow 
of currents within a fluid body (liquid or 
gas flowing over the surface of a hotter and 
cooler body). 

_ Radiation.—Tramsfer of heat from one 
body to another by wave motion. 

Humidity is the term applied to the 
quantity of water vapour present in the air. 

Saturated air holds the maximum amount 
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of water at the’ given temperature; any 
lowering of the air temperature will cause 
condensation of water vapour. 


13.—Works of Reference 


For further information on church heat- 
ing, reference may be made to the 
following : 


Installation of Electricity in Churches— 
Regulations of the Centra] Council for the 
Care of Churches, Church Information 
Board, Church House, SWI. Price 9d. 

A on Church Heating.— 
J. R. Harrison and E. M. Ackery, Journal 
of the Institution of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers, Vol. 20, No. 202, June, 1952. 
Further discussion in July number, 1952. 

The Heating of Churches.—H. Lewis 
Curtis, Incorporated Church Building 
Society, 1946. Price 1s. 

Damage to Organs through Heating and 
Atmospheric Conditions.—Issued by the 
Federation of Master Organ Builders, 
4th Edition, 1946. Single copies free. 

Old Churches and Modern Craftsmanship. 
nee a X, A. D. R. Caroe, O.U.P., 1949. 

ice 2Is. 

Post War Church Building—Chapter on 
Heating and Ventilation, pp. 147-158. - Ed. 
es Short, Hollis and Carter, 1947. Price 


Repair of Ancient Buildings—Appendix 
1, A. R. Powys, Dent and Son, 1929. (Out of 
print at time of going to Press.) 

British Standard Code of Practice for 
Church Heating.—C.P. 341 (1953). . 
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~ from Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 
(Concluded) 


SAFETY OF ALUMINIUM . 


Is. 3d. 


LADDERS 
Coroner’s Questions 


QuEsTIONS about the safety of aluminium 
ladders were asked at a Dorchester inquest 
on December 20 by the Coroner, Lt.-Col. 
G. G. H. Symes. 

After hearing a police constable say that 
he had put a weight on the foot of an 
aluminium ladder and had then been able to 
twist the top of it through 90 degrees, the 
coroner said: “It strikes a layman as not 
very safe. It seems an odd business if the 
constable is right.” 

Reginald George Stovell, building 
manager, of Compton Valence, Sherborne, 
agreed that this type of ladder was “ most 
flexible” and he believed it would be 
possible to twist it through 90 degrees. It 
was a perfectly ordinary ladder in use in the 
trade for a number of years. 

_ The jury returned a verdict of accidental 
death on Stanley Eric Brewer, 32, of 
Margaret-place, Dorchester; who fell from a 
ladder while repairing a house at Frome 
Vauchurch, near Bridport. 

Colin House, aged 17, of Chapel-lane, 
Maiden Newton, near Bridport, said he was 
holding the bottom of the ladder while Mr. 
Brewer was repairing guttering. He saw Mr. 
Brewer’s right foot come away from the 
ladder before the fall. He thought Mr. 
Brewer must have lost his balance. 


CONFERENCE REPORT 


A report has been issued by the Ama)- 
gamated Union of Building Trades Workers 
of Great Britain and Ireland. of the 27th 
National Delegate Conference held at 
Dunoon, Argyll, in July last. Copies from 
the Union’s offices at “The Builders,” 
Crescent-lane, South Side, Clapham Com- 
mon, SW4. 
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LAW REPORT 
Successfui Appeal Against Award to 
Builders 


CourT OF APPEAL. . 
BeFrore Lorps Justices DENNING, Morris 
AND PARKER. 


DAVIS CONTRACTORS v. FAREHAM 
(HANTS) UDC 


DISPUTE between Davis Contractors, 

Ltd., builders of Kilburn High-road, 
London, and fareham (Hants) Urban 
District Council concerning a contract for 
the erection of 78 houses was decided by the 
Court of Appeal on December 20. 

‘The Court allowed an. appeal by the 
Council against an award by the Lord Chief 
Justice (Lord Goddard) of £17,258 to the 
company. 

’ The contract, made in 1946, provided for 
the building of the houses in eight months, 
but the work lasted 22 months. The com- 
pany, who were paid £94,424, contended 
that they were entitled to £115,233 because 
there was a shortage of labour and materials 
and the work cost more than had been 
estimated. An arbitrator, Mr. Lawson 
Scott-White, had made an award to the 
company, subject to the Court’s decision as 
to the construction of the contract. 

The company’s case was that their tender 
was subject to adequate supplies of labour 
and materials being available to carry out 
the work in the specified time, and, as the 
council allowed the work to continue, a 
reasonable sum above the contract price 
should be paid. 

Lord Justice Denning said that although 
the work took 22 months the council had not 
sought to claim damages for delay.. The 
condition relating to the tender affected the 
time but not the price of the work. The 
case was one where, without the fault of 
either party, there had been an unexpected 
turn of events. The Court would affect the 
sanctity of contracts if they allowed a 
builder to charge more simply because the 
— took longer than he thought it would 

e. 

Lords Justices Morris and Parker agreed 
that the appeal su 


DAYLIGHT IN ROOMS 
Study of Inter-reflection 


IN DESIGNING BUILDINGS, the problem of 
predicting the amount of daylight, both direct 
and reflected, that will reach a given point 


. in a room is a very difficult one—so difficult 


that it is often shelved. The Building Re- 
search Station has done a great deal of work 
on the subject, particularly on the daylight- 
ing of hospital wards and classrooms. A 
Research Paper has been published that dis- 
cusses the problem, describes studies carried 
out with the aid of model rooms and gives 
methods of calculating daylight factor at 
any point in a room. 

Formerly, the study of daylight in rooms 
was based on the premises that the sky is 
uniformly bright and that only direct light 
from the sky need be considered in calculat- 
ing the daylight factor. Both these premises 
are wrong, according to the Research Paper 
under review. Sky brightness varies between 
horizon and zenith, and reflection plays a 
great part in the lighting of a room—it is 
well known that much light may reach a 
surface from which the sky is not visible. 

The sky factor has limitations as a criterion 
of lighting layout mainly because the reflected 
component is usually ignored or regarded as 


December 31 1954 


a margin of safety in the design. In modern 


buildings the effect of indirect lighting jg 
often greater than that of direct daylight, 
With reasonable accuracy the total daylight 
factor at a point in a room can be <elated 
by means of simple calculations tu distance 
from window, ceiling height and refiection 
factors of walls, floor and ceiling. A method 
has been devised of making the necessary 
computations on a specially designed slide 
rule calculator which is to be produced com. 
mercially. 

Copies of National Building Studies Re. 
search Paper No. 24, entitled “A Study of 
the Inter-reflection of Daylight, Using Model 
Rooms and Artificial Skies,” can be obtained, 
price 2s., from the Stationery Office. 


FIXED PRICE CONTRACTS 


Abandonment of the Fluctuatio::s 
Clause Recommended on Contracts 
Up to £3,000 Value in Eastern Revion 

HE Eastern Federation of Building 

Trades Employers have issued the 
following statement: 

Recently the Regional Council reviewed 
the operation of the fluctuations clause for 


‘wages and materials in building contracts. 


It was recalled that this clause was only 
introduced to meet abnormal conditions and 
should not be regarded as a permanent aidi- 
tion to the conditions of contract for build- 
ing work. Its disadvantages were recog- 
nised, and included lack of incentive to keen 
buying, reduced resistance to _ possible 
increases in cost, extensive work in preparing 
and checking claims and the bad psycho- 
logical effect-of “extras” on the customer, 
particularly small house-purchasers. 
Although no general move has so far 
been made to reduce the scope of the clause, 
the Council felt that the initiative must come 


from builders themselves. The industry was 


a competitive one and contracting under free 
enterprise meant the taking of reasonable 
risks. The Council also had in mind the 
recommendations in the Report of the Joint 
Committee on Tendering Procedure that the 
clause should be dispensed with as soon as 
practicable. 

On considering the wages aspect it was 
felt that without Trade Union co-operation 
on a stabilising process the continuous and 
persistent pressure for increased wages and 
improved conditions made it at present 
almost impossible to forecast with any 
degree of accuracy the trend of labour costs. 

Although the manufacturers of materials 
generally pass on almost immediately any 
increased costs in labour, transport or raw 
materials, it is hoped that they may in due 
course be willing to match any gesture by 
builders calculated to assist in a return to 
fixed price contracting. 


RECOMMENDATION 


As a first step on a regional basis the 
Regional Council therefore recommend 
members to consider dispensing with the 
schedule of basic prices of materials under 
the Fluctuations Clauses in contracts up to 
£3.000 in total value subject to the accept- 
ance of the tender within a reasonable period 
to be indicated by the tenderer. 

This can only be in the.form of a recom- 
mendation, but it is hoped that its adoption 
by members may lead to a move nationally 
by~-all parties concerned which will result 
in substantial progress in the return to fixed 
price contracts. : . 
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BROS. LTD. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 
is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS. ORGANISATION 
has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 
worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. | 


BISHOPSGATE + EC2 
Telephones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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Supplied also with 
CAPTIVE WEDGES 
which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery ex- 
stock and an efficient 
service guaranteed. 
NO-BOLT Scaffolding 
Couplers are rust- 
proof (Sheradized). 


That’s what the 
NO-BOLT Coupler 
does for you when 
it comes to scaffold- 
ing erection. The 
NO-BOLT Double 
Coupler has no nuts 
or bolts to tighten, jam er get lost—no threads to 
cross or rust. Simply a wedge—a tap with a hammer 


NO-BOLT 


Double Coupler 
Type S.F.W. 


secures it, another tap frees it. The fastest, safest, — 


simplest method of scaffold erection—and no main- 
tenance. With the NO-BOLT system any type of 
seaffolding can be erected at less cost. An 80% 
saving is quite usual. Why not write for details? 
Bemonstrations arranged to 

prove that with the NO-BOLT 

System any form of 

be erected 


scaffolding can 
less cost. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel. : Sandy 104 


Giving soft woods a character 


It is usually the ‘aristocrats’ of the 
wood world that are chosen to feature in schemes 
of interior decoration: ‘ordinary’ soft woods are 
covered up. But why ? With a well-chosen 
COLRON Wood Dye and a brilliant polish (with 
RONUK Wax) the plainest soft woods can be 
given interest, charm and colour. And the natural 
beauty of all woods can be developed and 
enhanced. 


Colour effects 
COLRON is a penetrating dye 
needing only one application. It is made in twelve 


attractive shades which can be intermixed to give 
the widest choice of colour effects. 


‘A, Preserving the grain 


COLRON is a permanent and pre- 
servative Wood Dye which does not raise the grain: 
it is particularly suitable for all short-grained 
timbers. Waxed with Ronuk Polish, dressed with 
Ronuk Floor Seal, Ronuk Plastic or other good 
quality finishes, it gives a durable hardwood-like 
finish to absorbent woods. 


COLOUR GUIDE: 

Available on request. On all questions of wood 
dyeing and polishing, Architects and Builders are 
invited to consult the Ronuk Service Department. 


WooD DYE 


In all sizes from quarter-pint 


RONUK LTD., PORTSLADE, SUSSEX. Tel.: Hove 48631 


Lenden Office and Showroom: 16 South Molton Street, London, W.1. 


Telephone : MAY fair 0222 
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for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Avereg of for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ball yd. 
Breeze... 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate ona oe. per ton 309 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bee. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site... ne +. perton 416 6 

lto6tons, site ... $ 3-6 
Ferrocrete Rai ‘Cement i in 6-ton loads 

and upwards to site jes aa ae = 5 4 6 

1 to 6 ton site a 313 6 


Aquacrete a. Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement 


prices 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete i in 6-ton lots eco os 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. per ton. 

Under 1 per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cones “Ultra Rapid Hardening) i in 6-ton lots 

and upwards per ton 6 9 
7 Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 

ortland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, 4s. 3d.to £1017s. 9d. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment svete Brands High Alumin- 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and pm 40 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks eee eee per 1,000 
Second Hard Stocks . 10 11 O 
Mild Stocks... 816 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2jin. Nominal Fletton to sites W.C. 

District Commons its és $13 0 

Rustics ove ace oc bee 618 0 

Cellular Rustics _... eco 618 

Single Bullnose do. 613 0 

Sandfaced .. 713 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 2419 6 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 2513 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... one eee an 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) eco eco ‘ 10 3 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _... 9 
Best Stourbridge Fire (London 

Stations) .. 24 6 0 
3in. 0. (London Stations) 
2jin. Machine-made Sandfaced "Facings 

(London Sites) a: 13 19 6 

” 
” 

Hand-made Sandface. Multi-Colour "Facings 

(London Sites) ” 470 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London Sites) 7 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour “Facings. 

Berkshire district (London Sites) ... a = 17 5 6 
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£s. 
(London Sites)... per 1,000 41 10 


Rubber Bricks for antes 
2¢in. S Clamp t Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 13 6 
#in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock "Facings 
Contes Sites 14 4 
Bricks (London sites), White, ‘ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... 0 


in. ts eee oe 

Double Stretchers ... eve 

One side and twoends_... on 

Two and oneend ... oan = 

Splays and Squints eco 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices ~ 74% for Best quality and 
plus 73% less 10% for Second quality. 


of. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Cray PARTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 


Minimum 
2i yd. 43 
in. eee eee eee y eee per sup. 
4i cs ca | 95 yds. 67 
: alf blocks at no extra anne 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 

23 in. 85 yds. eve 42 
3 in. oe dee 75 yds. ose 5 0 
4 in. 55 yds. 6 2 


4} in. Load bearing quality ... pee 
FLoor BLOcKs 

3i in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by Lect in. delivered in full 


6 in. ese ose nee 46 16 O 
8 in. do. oe eee eee see eee 66 14 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Best Quality tons 2 tons 2 tons 
B.S.S. Tested do. +473°2+674°2 +4742%4974% +107 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 in. lengths) ... ..._per 1,000 1013 6 


4in. eve vee 0 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park per ft. cube 710 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground pe 8 10 


Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 8 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area on ore * 8 0 
Portland Stone— 


Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. 
Southern Region See 8 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 


stooled cills perft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. x 6 in. eco 260 
12in. xX 3 in. Plain co coping, twice throated ose 4 
12 in. xX 3 in. Weather 274 
14 in. X 6 in. do. 
4} in. x 9 ia. Plinth, on 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes © ea 6 9 
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STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... per ft.cube 1 3 5 
deo 1 710 
ork— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 8 2 
14in. x 3 Steps, rubbed on 
and front perft.cube 2 3 8 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front. ose 1 3 


2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... 
2.in. Sawn Paving, edges in random sizes 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern T: trom 


per ft. sup. 10 
per yd. sup 2 iB 10 


Lincolnshire district 29 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district “ak “ee mea 4710 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... ese 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district re hes a3 3, 9 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district ... vid 13 8 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. - apa 18 9 
Machine-made Hi Valley ti mee 6 
Concrete tiles 1 714 6 

do. Interk ing (498) «. 18 9 6 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
ee Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 

24 x 113 0 4 

22 X12 > 93 16 

20 x 12 79 19 6 

20 x 10 7412 0 

18 x 10 53 18 9 
~18x 9 47 5 6 

16 x 10 470 

16x 8 3410 6 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

TIMBER 
Softwood— 

Joinery quality Ex. oo per standard = to £125 

Carcassing quality os £95 to £100 

1 in. Tongued and Grooved Fiooring a 3 106 0 0 
d per ft.cube 1 5 0 

ogany—African cag 0. per 
do. Hondurasdo. ... do. 3, 
do. Japanese do. ae do. = 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. ie 110 0 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 

Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel 
. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in each 
2 ft. 3in. x 6 ft. 6i in... 1 13.:.0 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ews Fa 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. * 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4x Gi in deal ; 
2 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. pe 29 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 211 6 
2 in. panel open. Pattern 23% Gi in deal 
n. X 6 ft. 
x 6 ft. 6 in 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 

uantities of 1 ton 89 yds.tolton) . per yd. 5 8 

t in. do. 67 yds. to 1 ton a2 ae 

2 in. do. 52 yds. to 1 ton a 8 114 

23 in. om 4 yds. to 1 ton = 10 3 

3 in. Oo. ds.tolton) ... 11. 54 
Quantities me 1 on. : d 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 * ft. 

- 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
in. 

in. Flat Building Sheets yd. sup 

Best Scotch Giue, in slabs ces -. perr¢cwt. 5 0 
Croid Giue 28 Ib. 260 
Cut Nails 3 in. ‘(i-ton ots) aes perton 56 5 0 

do. 4 in. and up lots) .. 5215 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots «.. per cwt. 216 3 

do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ra 2-12 
METALS Steet Jorsts, Etc. 

Basis Joists— 

6in. X Sin., 8 in. x 5 in., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 

12 in. x in. plein cut to ee delivered London 
area perton 38 11 6 
Extra for sizes : 

3 in. xX 14 in.; 4in. x 310 0 

3 in. x 3 in. Ai 210 

4in. x 3 in., 10 in. 110: 0 


Sin. x 44in. Tin. 34 in. 13 in. Sin. ...perton 15 
6in. x 3 24 in. x 74 in. fee 
6in. 44in. x 4in. ‘Sin. x 150 
9in. X 4in. 10in. X Sin. ak 100 
12 in. 5 in. 22 in. 7 in. 
9in. x 7 in. 10 in. 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 
14in. x 5} in. 14 in. x 6 in. 14 in. X 8 in. 
1Sin. Sin. 15 in. x 6 in. 16in. x 6 in. 100 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x. 6 in. 18 in. x 7 in. 
18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 20in. x 7} in. 
Fabricated wor ‘London— 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... aS = » 80 00 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to magi ex London 
Stock § in. diam., and si 40 6 0 
2 in. diam. tonextra 4 7 0 
Mitp Stee, TuBEs 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
ass A — 
ClassB + 84% Light + 24% Malleable List— 35% + 499 
Class C + Heavy + 3180 
Glass B Light + 113% Malleable List — 35% 
ass ight ‘st — 
Class C + 48 _ Heavy + 194 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Sto 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
34 in. 3/2 /1 
in. 
5 in. 5/9 4/4 1/9 
C.I.0.G. GuTTERS 
3 in. 3/1 
34 in. 2/104 1/3 
Sin. 6/24 5/4 
I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths $2 Bends Branches 
in. bia /94 3/7 5/1 
24 in. 7/1 3/114 
in. 8/- 5/- 1/Tk 
34 in. kee 9/- 5/11 9/- 
in. 10/6 7/34 10/8 
4 in. 10/6 


L.C.C. Coatep PIres 
In 9-fts. 


cwt..qr. lb. per yd. 
4 in. q 17 24/5 17/4 


ESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under 0 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


Pipes 6-ft. lengths d 3/9 

i lengt ..-per yd. 

each 2/5 2/8 3/2 

Single Branches 3/9 4/6 5/4 

Bends square or obtuse ,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 

Swan Necks 44 in. proj. __,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 

do. 6in. do. 4/10 
Asspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 

G 6-ft. lengths d 3/7 
utters 6-ft. yd. 

Drop ends _...'. 2/10 3/4 3/10 

Stop Ends ” /10 /ll 1/- 

Angles ve we 2/11 3/5 4/1 

Nozzles 2/10 3/4 3/10 
nion Clips iB 1/5 1/8 2/1 


3/7 
Dropends ... - each 2/1 2/ 2/8 2/11 


in. in. - 44in. Sin. 


Union Clips ... 


Bends Branches 
30/2. 


61/9 
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Don’t take time “on tick’! 


Time is too expensive to take “on account” and too short to waste. Bring in. 
ESSEX BOARD to help you save time, especially on alteration, renovation 
and repair work. ESSEX BOARD is low in cost, economical in use, quickly 
fixed and decorated. It’s the British wallboard which builders have 
consistently asked for these last thirty years. ; 


ESSEX BOARD 


Manufacturers: THAMES BOARD MILLS LIMITED 
PURFLEET ESSEX. 


1954 
15/4 
lot soos 4 (( ( ))) 
1/9 (( | 
6/5 
1/2 
4/10 
4/7 
5/- \ 
4/3 Houses SB 473 
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Photo by courtesy of 
Ford Motor Company Ltd.. 


They chose WOOD floors 


* A good hardwood floor stands up to a lifetime of hard wear. 

* It is quiet, warm and comfortable underfoot. 

* It is a pleasure to look at. 

* It can be cheaply and easily maintained in perfect condition. 

* It has unique qualities which make it especially suitable for 
Motor Showrooms. 


ISSUED BY THE TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION LIMITED, 21 COLLEGE HILL, LONDON, E.C.4, AND BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE HARDWOOD FLOORING MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 


, 
. 
O 
pO 
do. 
Brass 
Ing 
Basis | 
or] 
Lead ' 
Lead | 
4 
Lead | 
Extras 
cwt. 
1 cwt. 
Small 
Suppl: 
} 
extr 
1 Allow: 
1 
ton 
a 
sien 
irapi 
do 
/ White 
deli 


31 1954 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 


PLumpers’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
area. 


All per doz. tin. Zin. lin. 
Screwdown, cocks Crutch 
head for iron we 77/— 114/6 
‘Toilet bib cocks for iron. 99/- 
‘Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- ae 462/- 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/ 234/4 419/- “ae 1234/3 
pany nut boiler screws ... 16/6 23/3 42/- 43/- 59/6 83/8 
Croydon ball valves ... 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 


Plum union brass lead to 
29/9 33/3 076 


screws on 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S.trap do. ... 156/3 281/- 


a. ¢ 
Plumbers’ eee eee eee eee eee eee Ib. 3 
Tinmen’s ins 42 


Corrugated sheets 6 ft. 9 ft.— 
‘Galvanised Fiat sheets C.R. and CA. on 
6 


in. in. 2 in. 


Caps and screws iu 
Brass sleeves ... 


pi eee 
Copper tu! BSS. 659/1 944 on the basic rice of 324d. per Ib. plus gauge 
manufacturing extras as follows. um quantities, Fone 
d 
Zin. x 19 gauge the 12 Total per Ib. 44 
tin. x 19 ,, oe 1 43 
in, 8 va 41 
in. X 17 42 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturingextras__... per ton 337 15 0 
Sheet t Zine 10 gauge ee SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 719 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. ae Ti 6 
do. 14 (21 SWG) do. 
Brass tubes basic gauge manufactur- 
ingextras ... per lb. 2 24 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling f mxet in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties . P 
s. d. 
Lead Sheet, English, 3$ 1b. substance and upwards perton 142 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ack a 143 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. t0 4 in. dia, 145 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe pe in 145 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton od percwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. 4 0 
maller quantities y. -—- 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to st than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged waste 
extra according to current trade schedule. F 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton sae and over mee on Site per ton 7 6 6 
do. White ose 714 3 
eee 
Blue List in 6-ton Toads ose 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ace 32:6 
Lump Lime do. ooo 
‘White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in I-ton loads :.. va 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton me at: ja 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads eee oe ps 2 6 3 
Hair per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board ? in. thick 600 
overinone delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. 
00 S. one 
Gypsum Planter Wall Boards, 3and 4 ft.wide,6to . 
pH.” ye Bc ick, 600 yds. and over in one 
site eee eee eee eee ” 3 5 
eee eee eee eee 2 4h 


THE BUILDER 


PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £s 4 
Gloss Paint ..... pergal. 210 0 
Snowcem cement paint “(in 1 cwt. drums) via .. percwt. 311 0 
Leap PRopuUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt.. 8 18 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- is gal. ‘jots in A ws tins pergal. 3 2 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt.keg percwt. 7 4 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg on éoe ”, 29 0 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 por .) Drums extra ice eee POGUE 12 0 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. id 12 6 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine (5 gal. drums extra ... 
do.. do. (40 gal.} do. do. .. 4 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 20 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ... Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper... ss» sper pice 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or pergal. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... 226 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... 226 
Finest Carriage Varnish on 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... par aa 117 6 
Knotting (1 bottles free) ... 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.) <8 eee ose pH 113 0 
GLASS pe 
Delivered London area. ~ Per ft. ane 
8. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ‘ 4 
24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” 
” ” ” ” he, 1 1 
and tin. Rough Cast eco 10 
Figured and Cathedral, Standard patterns : fh 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... 
tin. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, “Reedlyte and 
Luminating... os oe 
in. Georgian Wired Cast... aon ose 1 2 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P. B. 2 eee ese eee 2 9 
P.B.3 oes eee 42 
to match up with— 
oe iso 6 9 
ti i Polished Plate Glass, e G. Quality— Per ft. su 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. eee 3 
” 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., » pl lates exceeding 100 ft. +4 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. or 250 in. one or (> 
both ways ... se eee 3 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. “sup. or ditto 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto am oe 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on applicatio 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
e following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time, 


Description of Glass 
18 Oz. sheet oO. Q. eee eee 


24 oz. ” ” eee eco eee ooo eee 
26 ese eee eee eee eee 2,000 
in. “Rolled Plate 1,000 7 
in. Figured Rolled and” Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 1,000 ik 
in. Hammerstripe, "Reeded, Luminating 
an ese 1 
in. in. Roiled Piate or “Rough Cast 000 1 
Fin in. Wired Cast, eco $000 ll 
in. Georgian Wired eve eee 2,000 i 


- 
METALS—continued Per ton basis | 
in London 
£ s.d. 
4 0 
£ s. d. | 
ea 
5 
| 
Minimum Per ft. super 
. 
ntity s. d. 
00 
UNTRY 2 
7062 
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Barnol 
J 
Barrow-in-Furness ........ 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
(exc. ington Ad)...A 


Basford R.D. (exc. — 


Birmingham C. 
Bishop Auckland ..... 


Chepstow .... 


- Chester-le-Street U.D........A 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
and Harden- 


po: 
Blackwell R.D. 
Blaydon U.D.... 
Blidworth 


Breconshire, County of...$A2 
Brent Knoll . A2 
Brentwood 
Bridlington 
Brierfield 


Brighton 
Bristol ... 


Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne _ Al). A2 


wa A 
Droitwich MB... A 
Dudley M.B. 
Dunstable ...... A 
Eastbourne ......... 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val.......... A 
East Grinstead District...A2 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D........ A 
Ebbw Vale & 


AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
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Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. _ Grade, 
Abergavenny A Craftsmen ... 3/' ittingbourne 
Addl Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Seat D: 

Bungay AZ | Felixstowe LOXtOM | Smethwick 
CB, Macclesfield Southampton. ......- 
Bury St. Southend-on-Sea Dis 
Bary aidstone .... Southport .............. 
Byfleet ....... Maldon (Essex) ... Spalding U.D. .... 
Calder Valley Malvern U.D.... Stafford M.B...... 
Cambridge ... Manchester. A Staines ........... 
Cannock U.D. Manningtree ...... Al Stamford M.B. 
Carlisle Goole M.B A Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of Grantham A | Matlock U.D. ... Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 
Ashton-under-Lyne ...:::... A Carnforth A Melksham .......... Stoke Orchard ......... 
Aspatria and Brayton......A2 Castleford Great Yarmouth ............... . Melton Constable Stourbridge M.B. 
3 Atherstone R.D. (partsof) A Caterham Grimsby C.B. . R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D. Stourport U 
Aylesbury Chapel-en-le-Frith ..... Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr Stowmarket 
Aylesby (YOrkS) .-sccsecescesee A Charmy Down ........ Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Aylesham ....... “| Chat! Guilsb h, Al idleton Senderiand District ......... A 
A2 | Cheadle (Staffs) RD. : Middlewich Sunningdale Al 
“Oi elmsford Milford Haven Sutton Coldsicid’ MLB. ......A 
-|. Cheltenham ... AZ 
-A2 


stings 
Hatfield (Herts.) .. 
Haywards Heath . 
Hemel Hempstead. 


BES 


>> 


K 
Kidderminster M.B. 


King’s Lynn . 
Kingskerswell’ 


le-on-Tyne . 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District 


b A, 
Tonbridge ‘ 
Torquay Al 
Totnes Al 
Trowbridge A2 
Tunbridge Wells AS 
_Ty th C.B. 
Uttoxeter 
Wakefield ....... 


- 


Rotherham ..... 
Rugby M.B. 

Saffron Walden 
St. Albans .. 
St. Helens 

St. Neots: 

Salisbury City. 
Salisbury Plain 
Sawbridgeworth .. 
Saxmundham ... 
Scarborough 


Women’s RATEs. 
other than 


Labourers, 3s. 444. + Plus 2d. per working day. t This is the 
—Carpenters ters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establi 
2d. per day ; on other bui! 


processes, 2s. 4d. per 


industry work, 4d. 
throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1078 


per day. 


Sheerness 
Sheffield 
Shipley 
Shoeburyness 


Wallsend B. ........ 
A 
Walsden ......... A 
Walton-on-Naze ............ Al 
‘are A 
‘Warrington ..... 
Warwick M.B. ..... ae 
Wellington U.D. ..... 
(Norfolk) ... 
A 


ween Gar. City: ...,.,..... 
West Bromwich C.B. .. 
‘estb 


Woline (District) ...... 
Wokingham 


Wolverhampton CB. 
Woodbrid; 


ridge .. 
Worcester C.B. .. 
Workington _..... 
Worksop M.B. .. 


Worthing 


Wylam 


A 


Wymondham 


York 


A 


*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are ares Nera 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate acid the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d, ;: 
County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 


hour. Women introduced to carry out work 


1074 
| Coalville U-D. Hertford | Norton Radstock ........ 
CONC High Wycombe Nuneaton M.B........... 
Bedlington Colwyn Bay Oakham U.D............ 
Cornwall, County of......4A2 | Horley Ossett and Horbury .........A 
Beverley Crawley (Sussex) ............Al Paignton All 
Billingham U.D............ ‘| Dalton-in-Furness ...........A Ipswich Pontypridd District .........A 
Bilsthorpe Darlington District ............A Isle of Sheppey Portishead A 
| Kettering | Radnorshire, County of $A2 | Weymouth Ab 
Bournemouth District ......A Leamington M. B. Winchester 
: Broughton eshire) ......A ut +B. 
t 
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The selling price of — | 
Standard Metal Windows 
has been reduced 


Since government control 
ended in 1952..... 


,.due to the efforts | 


of the Metal 
Window Association 


symbol ..... of the Metal Window Association is a 
guarantee of good faith and good work. 
For many years the members have been 
gradually improving the efficiency and 
finish of Metal Windows. 


THE METAL WINDOW ASSOCIATION 


996% BURWOOD HOUSE, CAXTON STREET, LONDON, S.W.1, 


; 
Grade, 
Al 
y 
: 
 Teceive 
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CONCRETE FLOORS 


For information, particulars, a technical. handbook, or 


to arrange a personal meeting, please write or telephone 
our nearest Licensee :— 


RAPID FLOORS (WESSEX) LIMITED west of Bngicna) 


17, GEORGE STREET, BATH "PHONE : BATH 3534 
JOHN ELLIS & SONS LIMITED orth midtends) 
21, NEW WALK, LEICESTER "PHONE: LBICESTER 56682 


KINGSTON CONCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED of 


: 


TARMAC LIMITED, VINCULUM DEPT. (west Midlands, also Sussex and Hanta) 
WOLVERHAMPTON 


ETTINGSHALL, "PHONE: BILSTON 4zr0r 


WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS LIMITED (seush was) 


LANELAY WORKS, PONTYCLUN, GLAMORC "PHONE: PONTYCLUN 356 


PRICE & COMPANY (GLASGOW) LIMITED (scostana 


INCHINNAN ROAD, RENPREW "PHONE: RENPREW 2242/3 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY L” 


Telephone HOLBORN 3274-5 
AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON 


YZ 


N 
2 N Civil I 
N \ | 
SS N | Walke 
N M. No 
me 
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1HE CRAFT OF PLASTERING 
Demand for Higher Class Work 


ME. R. S. WILLIAMS, president of the 
LMBA, was the guest of honour of 
the London Master Plasterers’ Association 
at its annual dinner at the Dorchester, which 
was attended by some 450 members and 


sts. 
gers the toast of the Plasterers’ 
Association, Mr. WitLiaMs emphasised the 
need for attracting the right type of boy into 
the building trade and of acquainting pro- 
spective entrants with the opportunities the 
industry had to offer. 

“T have visited many schools during my 
term of office,” he said, “* and I am convinced 
the the present generation of apprentice 
plasterers are as keen and as clever as their 
forefathers. I hope that with the abolition 
of licensing you may be able to exercise 
your art in a greater variety of work instead 
of being confined to the plain and utili- 
tarian.” 


Replying to the toast the president of the 
LMPA, Mr. A. L. Downer, said that a 
large proportion of their labour was still 
employed on housing, and the emphasis was 
more on yards of coverage per man hour 
than on oraftsmanship, and the greatest re- 
ward went to the man with the strongest 
right arm. Quite a lot of this work was 
being done in conditions which rendered 
impossible the attainment of that standard of 
quality which it should be their aim to 
achieve, but the wheel was beginning to 
turn and they were finding a greater demand 
for their services in a better class of work, 
in which they could take pride and which 
they hoped future generations would admire. 

The toast to the guests, who included Mr. 
T. G. Bowler, Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Plasterers, and Mr. R. A. Atkin, 
the 1954 president of the NFPC, was pro- 
posed by Mr. G. F. Story, vice-president 
of the LMPA. 


CONFERENCE ON 
WELDED STRUCTURES 


Twelve Papers in Book Form 


"THE papers presented at the conference 

on welded structures, held in London 
on November 23 to 26, and a record of 
the discussion of the papers, have been pub- 
lished in book form by HM Stationery Office, 
price, 40s. 

The object of the conference was to review 
present knowledge and outstanding problems 
in the design, fabrication and erection of 
welded steel structures. It was organised by 
the Ministry of Works, the Institution of 
Civil Engineers and the Institution of Struc- 
tural Engineers, and was supported and spon- 
sored by five other Government departments 
and 15 professional and technical organisa- 
tions and associations. 

Twelve papers. were presented during the 
seven sessions of the conference. Their titles 
were: “ The Design of Welded Steel Frames 
for Multi-Storey Buildings,” by W. A. 
Mitchell; “Problems of Fabrication and 
Erection in All-Welded Multi-Storey Framed 
Buildings,” by D. C. C. Dixon; “ General 
Review of Welding in Shipbuilding,” by 
B.C Cocks; “ Welded Dock Gates,” by F. J. 
Walker; “Welding in Caissons,” by F. W. 


Sully; “Oil and Gas Storage Vessels,” by L 


M. Noone; “ Design of Single-Storey ee 
Buildings ‘and Portal Frames,” by W. S. 
Atkins; “ Fabrication and Erection of Single- 
Storey Framed Buildings and Portal 
Frames,” by R. W. Schofield; 
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Fabrication and Erection of Braced Roof 
Structures,” by S. M. Reisser; “ Plate Girder 
Bridges,” by Gilbert Roberts and O. A. 
Kerensky; and “ Welded Tubular Structures,” 
by Thomas Bedford. 

Many examples were given in the papers 
of the savings of weight and cost which 
could be effected by the use of welding 
instead of riveting. Mr. MITCHELL, in his 
paper, “ The Design of Welded Steel Frames 
for Multi-Storey Buildings,” took a typical 
city building for offices and similar pur- 
poses. His tables showed that for the build- 
ing as a whole, by using welding instead of 
riveted construction it should be possible 
to save 5 to 10 per cent. of weight and 
24 to 5 per cent. of cost. 

Mr. Drxon, in his paper, “ Problems of 
Fabrication and Erection in All-Welded 
Multi-Storey Buildings,” said it was gener- 
ally accepted that the saving in weight of 
steelwork of welded fabrication as against 
riveted construction was approximately 15 
per cent. This saving was to some extent 
offset by an increase in fabrication cost, but 
there was nevertheless an appreciable saving 
in total cost. The erection of welded multi- 
storey framed buildings was easier, quicker 
and chearer than with riveting. 

The chairman of the final session, Mr. R. 
JENKIN, said it could justly be held that, as 
a result of the papers discussed, the objec- 
tive of the conference had been achieved. 
The conference had shown that both weight 
and cost could be saved, that designs could 
be simplified and shop efficiency improved. 


RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
AT EDINBURGH 


FOLLOWING is a list of suppliers con- 
cerned in the scheme for research 
laboratories at Edinburgh (for Ferranti, 
Ltd.) illustrated on pp. 1054-9. 

General Trades.—Reinforcing steel, ‘‘ Twisteel ’’ 
Reinforcement, Ltd.; cement, eee Marketing Co., 
Ltd.; (aggregate) _ Springbank Sand and Gravel Co., 
(sand) Craigpark (Edinburgh), Ltd.; common 
bricks, National Go Coal Board; facing bricks, Catty- 
brook Brick Co., Ltd.; Arden’ lime, Allan Kirkwood, 
Ltd.; Hy-rib ‘orcement, russed Concrete Steei 
Co., Lids steel angles for suspended —. Brown 
and. Giegg, I Colterro lath, W. H. Colt (London), 
Ltd.; ** Gatic covers, 
Ltd. 

tiles and wail tiles, Carter and Co., Led.; 
Sons and Co., drain pipes 


Russell; concrete road 


pe ouden and 
gullies, Stanton Ironworks Co., Ltd.; manhole covers, 
and, Moncur, Lid.; road steel rejnforce- 

British R ced C Engineering Co., 
Ltd. ” waterproof paper, C. Davidson and Sons, Ltd.; 
doors, etc., pony and James Lawrence, Ltd.; iron- 
mongery, Bell, Donaldson and Co., Ltd.; glass and 
armourplate glass doors, Pilkington Bros. ., Ltd., and 
Chance Bros., 

Hardwall plaster, Carlisle Plaster and Cement Co., 
Ltd.; Calime plaster, Callow Rock Line Co.; scrim 
cloth, Henry Hewitson and Co.; paints, Walpamur 
Co. Ltd; wallpaper, A. Sanderson and Sons (Scot- 
land), Ltd.; cast iron plumbing goods, Walter McFar- 
lane and Co., Ltd,; copper tubing and fittings for 
sanitary fittings, Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd.; 
copper tubing for water, James H. 
Lamont and Co., ; Sanitary fittings (urinals, etc.), 
Southhook (basins, w.c’s, etc.) 
and Co., Ltd.; incinerators, William Sugg and Co., 
Ltd.; fire hose reels, George Angus and Co., Ltd.; 
cloakroom fittings, Wm. McGeoch and Co., Ltd.; 
fibre doormats, Royal Blind Asylum and School: 
window cleaning equipment, Palmer’s Travelling 
Cradle and Scaffold Co., Ltd. 

Electrical.—Fluorescent lighting fittings and tubes, 
Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd.; 


Ls Whitefie 
Plant, Ltd.; "V.RL cable, W. 
td.; specia’ al services cable, W. T. Glover and Co., 
Ltd., and B.I. Callender’s Cables, Ltd.; 
cable, Transradio, Ltd.; local lighting switches and 
sockets, Walsall Conduits, Lid.; fire alarm equip- 
ment, Gent and Co. 
Lift-—Super tandem motor, Bull Motors Se. 
and F. Turner, Ltd.); lift car and landing ye 
, Potter Rax, Ltd. 
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BONUSES FOR CORPORA- 
TION’S HOUSING WORKERS 
Birmingham's Scheme 


BIRMINGHAM CORPORATION’S establishment 
committee, on December 14, approved 
incentive bonuses for the housing depart- 
ment’s 1,000 building workers—an attempt 
to attract more men and stop the drift to 
higher-paid jobs with private firms. 

The bonuses are subject to approval A 
the men’s unions, and the committee will 
meet them as soon as possible to discuss 
details. The bonuses have already been 
approved by the housing management com- 
mittee. 

Earlier this month the Corporation recom- 
mended all departments to consider incentive 
bonuses for manual workers. Up to 60 per 
cent. of the manual staff had left some 
departments. The recommendations followed 
top-level conferences of departmental heads. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


CIVIC CENTRE PROPOSED 


Halesowen Town Council are to build 
a swimming bath in Stourbridge-road and are 
to consider running a national competition 
for architects to submit designs for the baths 
and also for the town’s new civic centre, 
including a town hall and office block, 


DIRECT LABOUR 

Changes in the last twelve months in the 
building situation have led the Borough Sur- 
veyor of Ashton-under-Lyne to form the 
opinion that he can usefully tender to his 
Council for house-building by direct labour. 
In a report to his Works Committee, he 
stated that it should now be possible to build 
houses or bungalows in limited numbers at a 
competitive price; and there should be no 
difficulty in obtaining the additional trades- 
men and labourers needed—the amount of 
extra plant necessary being very small. 


NEW EXPERIMENTAL STATION 


A new experimental station is being built 
at Woodstock Farm, Sittingbourne, for the 
Shell Ohemical Manufacturing Co. Five 
single-storey buildings are under construc- 
tion—two large laboratories, an administra- 
tive block, a workshop and a garage. Prob- 
lems of steel supplies have been overcome 
by the use of the Orlit system of pre-cast 
reinforced concrete for the frames, which, 
with the roofs, also by Orlit, have been 
erected in seven weeks, The main contrac- 
tors are Messrs. Gilbert-Ash, Ltd. 


LONDON’S SMOKE PROBLEM 


The Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation, 
74, Grosvenor-street, W1, is to stage an 
exhibition dealing with the problem of 
London’s smoke, at Charing Cross Under- 
ground Station from February 1 to 
February 19. It will be opened by the 
=" of Fuel and Power, Mr. Geoffrey 
Lloyd. 


CONVEYANCING CHARGES 

The Incorporated Law Society of Liver- 
* pool has declined to make any proposals to — 
create a special scale of reduced conveyanc- 
ing charges for purchasers of newly built 
houses. This decision followed a deputa- 
tion from the Liverpool Regional Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, and the 
Federation has expressed its keen regret at 
the decision. 
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HOUSING IN CANADA 
Reduction in Shortages 


"T'HE post-war housing shortage in 

Canada has been gradually diminish- 
ing since 1947, when it was at its most 
acute stage, but even now, with some 
600,000 mare houses available (including 
all self-contained dwelling units) the 
‘shortage is understood to still severe 
in some metropolitan areas, though in 
many parts of the country, especially in 
the smaller towns, the situation has be- 
come a good deal easier. 

Keeping up with the demand for 
houses has been an important factor in 
the high level of economic activity since 
the war, and according to a report con- 
tained in a recent issue of the “ Monthly 
Review,” published by the Bank of Nova 
Scotia, the rising rate of dwelling con- 
struction this year has been one of the 
most important influences sustaining 
employment and income. At the present 
time, more new houses are being started, 
and more are being brought to comple- 
tion, than at any other time in the post- 
war iod. July, housing starts 
reached 14,191, a record for any single 
month, and during the other summer 
months they were also exceptionally high. 

The housing problem is very much a 
regional matter, states the report, with 
great unevenness of conditions from 

lace to place. In rural areas there has 
See comparatively little pressure. In 
those urban areas which have not felt 
the full force of recent industrialisation. 
housing conditions have been tight but 
not desperate. However, in the rapidly 

owing cities such as metropolitan 

‘oronto and Edmonton, the supply of 
houses has been seriously deficient ever 
since the war. 

Post-war construction in Canada has 
scarcely kept abreast of the growth in 
the number of families, or more pre- 
cisely, the number of households. In the 
eight years. 1946 to 1953, about 637,000 
new dwelling units were completed, and 
another 36,000 units were made available 
by converting old houses into multiple 
units. Over the same period about 
678,000 additional families were formed 
and something like 60,000 new “non- 
family households” came into existence, 
the sum of the two being close to 740,000. 
Allowing for housing losses of 56.000 


- units due to destruction and demolition 


in this period, the net increase in families 
and non-family households exceeded 
the growth in the stock of dwellings by 
well over 100,000. 


MANPOWER SHORTAGE 


The combined effects of the housing 
backlog and the growth in population 
have subjected the building industry to 
pressures such as have been experienced 
by few other industries in the postwar 
period. Although the building trades 
emerged from the war with a consider- 
ably larger employed labour force than 
they had in 1939, the supply of skilled 
manpower was seriously inadequate for 
the needs of housebuilding and for the 
large and rising volume of non-residential 
construction as well. Furthermore, in 
most provinces there are very limited 
facilities for training skilled labour. 
Meanwhile, total employment in building 
construction has expanded at unprece- 


dented speed. The bottleneck, especially 
in the early post-war period, arose not so 
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much from lack of numbers as from lack 


of particular skills. 

The supply of materials was seriously 
inadequate at the end of the war. 
Canadian production of sawn lumber was 
only slightly above production in the late 
*twenties, and export demand was heavy 
because of the worldwide shortage. Since 
then production has expanded nearly 40 
per cent. but sharply rising export 
demand has absorbed a large part of the 
increase and kept domestic prices very 
high. The output of cement did not reach 
the pre-war high until 1947; since then 
it has expanded 83 per cent. The output 
of bricks, though only now approaching 
that of 25 years ago, has more than 
doubled since 1945, and shortages of 
materials are no longer a_ serious 
problem. 

Despite the expansion in the supply of 
traditional matetials and the increasing 
use of new substitutes, the prices oi 
materials remain relatively high. Since 
1945, the official price index for residen- 
tial building materials, which make up 
over 60 per cent. of the cost of a house, 
has risen 90 per cent., while wage rates 
in the construction trades have increased 
about 77 per cent., and the high cost of 
housing has produced considerable 
financial strain. 


‘HOUSING BOOM’S DURATION 


The duration of the housing boom 
depends on the general level of real 
income, which if it continues to rise will 
provide the effective demand. As for the 
special influences affecting housing, new 
legislation has significantly eased the 
financing problem, both from the point of 


THE ORIGINAL 
JOINTLESS FLOOR 


IN MANY COLOURS, 
PLAIN OR MARBLE 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS : 

LONDON : VICTORIA 6176 Sales Office (2 lines) 
MOLESEY 6011 (3 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM : EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND, GLAM.: BRID. 736 
MANCHESTER : DEANSGATE 5971 


Institute’s immediate past-president. 


general manager, 


December, 31 1954 


view of the individual family trying to 
scrape together a down payment, and 
from the viewpoint of the economy's 
savings capacity. It represents a major 
attempt at removing one of the biggest 
obstacles in the way of building 100,000 
houses a year. 

Looking ahead, the influence of the 
growth in population is less clear. The 


number of marriages has recently shown 


a slight decline, reflecting the decreased 
number of people born in the depression 
years and now coming of marriageable 
age. This decline may well go on for 
several years and it would be accentuated 
should the deterioration in employment 
conditions continue and lead to a rise jn 
the average age at marriage and to a 
slackening of immigration. On the other 
hand, the birth rate remains remarkably 
high, and there are indications that the 
number of children desired by the average 
post-war family is larger than was com. 
mon before the war. This suggests a pos- 
sible decline in the demand for apart- 
ments and small houses and a rise in the 
demand for three- or four-bedroomed 
houses. 

On the supply side, there is now no 
shortage of materials to impede an in- 
definite boom in housing. In many com- 
munities, however, especially around the 
metropolitan areas, serviced. land is 
increasingly scarce and high-priced. 
Municipalities are finding the costs of 


development burdensome, and this task is 


being done more and more frequently b 
the builder himself. 


NEW TOWN OF KITIMAT | 
UCL Lecture 


PLANNING and building features of the new 
town of Kitimat, in British Columbia, were 
described by Mr. Albert Mayer, of Mayer 
and Whittlesey, New York, the architects, 
engineers and town planners of the enter« 
prise, in a lecture at the Bartlett School of 
Architecture, University College, London. on 
December 7. The occasion was sponsored 
by the Town Planning Institute, through the 
good offices of Sir William Holford, the 
Mr, 
Mayer was paying a flying visit to London 
on his way back to the US from Jerusalem, 
where he has been designing a new suburb 
for that city. 

Thanking Mr. Mayer for his lecture, Mr. 

H. DouBLebay, the Institute’s presi- 
dent, said he thought that many of the 


problems which Mr. Mayer had come up 


against at Kitimat were similar to those ex- 
perienced by planners of the new towns in 
this country. They had the development 
problem of the city centres, and equally 
there were many industrialists who would 
not allow themselves to be tied up with 


housing associations in building houses as 


they were reluctant to risk capital in ventures 
of that kind. There was also the question 


of alternative employment, which would, he 
thought, be a big issue in the years ahead, 


and the problem of municipal housing which 
the growth of any town would bring about. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 
The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
announces that Mr. W. J, SNELLING, director and 


e has been appointed a managing 
director of the company. R. W. Hottoway, 
been appointed a director: 


At a board meeting of International~Paints, Ltd., 


their London headquarters on December 17,! 


HARLES R, Perrie, chairman and managing 


director, presented a silver tray to Mr. R. CHARLTON, 
who has just completed 50 years’ service with the’ 
company. 


Mr, R. Charlton is assistant works ene 


‘gimeer at the International Paints factory at Felling- 
on-Tyne, Co. Durham. 


December 


: 
ALSO 
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have been fitted throughout 
the first comprehensive school 


for L.C.C; at 


KIDBROOKE 
ELTHAM 


Slater, Uren & Pike, Chartered Architects 


. HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD. 
Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 
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CONCRETE UNIT CONSTRUCTION 
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OF BATTERY GARAGES 


A BATTERY OF FIVE GARAGES 


ERECTED FOR WESTON-SUPER-MARE 


RESIDENTIAL FLATS LTD. 


f Architects : Fry, Paterson and Jones. 
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PLASTI 
LIQUIE 


This battery of five garages was erected in five days at Weston- 
super-Mare by a Woolaway building team. : 

Being space saving, fireproof and of a very neat appearance: 
these garages are favourably regarded by property owners and local 
authorities all over the country. T-panel garages need little or no 
maintenance and last a lifetime. The dimensions of each garage 
are length, 16 ft. 10} in. overall; width 9 ft. centres; height 6 ft. 8 in. 
The garages are made of T-panel lightweight reinforced concrete 
units which are easy to handle, waterproof, and give a high degree of 
thermal insulation. The units are bolted together with rust-proofed 
steel bolts. Joints between panels are sealed with weatherproof 


2 


x 


by j 


Z 


TANELS” SN | yo" 


NOTE: 


WINDOWS CAN BE FITTED 
AT BACK IF REQUIRED 


T-Panel 


SECTION 


mastic compound. Roofing is asbestos cement sheeting on precast 
concrete roof beams. The “* Welrise ’”? door is made of swaged light 
alloy on a steel frame. It is light, yet strong, and so balanced that 
without the use of springs it can be opened or closed with one finger. 
The door, which can be locked, ‘is weatherproof, slides up under 
roof beams when open, leaving an unobstructed entrance. 
Woolaway are able to supply and erect complete T-Panel Battery 
Garages anywhere in England and Wales, and are always glad to 
send quotations and information. They maintain a sufficient stock of 
units which enable them to fulfil orders with a minimum of delay. 


Please write to Contracts Department, 


WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS 
Head & Registered Office : 
11, CANON STREET, TAUNTON, _ SOMERSET. TAUNTON 4496, 
Works at Bridport, Dorset, and Pontyclun Glam. 
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TRADE NEWS 


NEW CATALOGUE ‘ 


An illustrated catalogue issued by Minton 
Hollins, Ltd., of Stoke-on-Trent, illustrates 
their tiling products, together with various 
uses and patterning effects. 


STEBL LATTICE SHELL 


An economical structural system for 
roofing large spaces, giving adaptability in 
design, has been developed by Ove Arup 
and Partners, civil engineers, and is being 
manufactured by Scaffolding (Great Britain), 
Ltd., of Mitcham, Surrey, who have issued 
an attractive illustrated brochure outlining 
its prinefples and applications. Essentially 
a steel triangulated lattice shell, the system 
prevides a quickly erected low-cost network 
of support for cladding over large areas, 
and gives greater flexibility in choice of posi- 
tion for daylighting. . When exposed, the 
latticework pattern may be used as a decora- 
tive coffering to the ceiling. 


STORAGE WALLS 


A range of reinforcéd concrete storage 
walls being marketed by Marley Concrete 
Products, Ltd., are claimed to be capable of 
trebling the capacity of a site by, concentrat- 
ing storage into a smaller area. They are 
supplied in standard units 7 ft. high by 2 ft. 
wide, and two types are available. One is 
designed to hold materials such as solid fuel 
or slag at a maximum loading pressure of up 
to 50 lbs. per cu. ft. The others, also suit- 
able for use as retaining walls and loading 
platforms, are intended for pressures of up 
to 100 Ibs. per cu. ft., including such mate- 
tials as sand, crushed stone or cement. The 
walls can be dismantled and re-erected else- 
where, 


PLASTICS TUBING FOR COLD 
LIQUIDS 


As a means of eliminating damage and 
inconvenience caused by burst water pipes 
in winter, a new range of flexible plastics 
tubing for domestic or industrial plumbing 
and for cold liquid conveyance is available 
from Shires and Co. (London), Ltd., of 
Guiseley, Yorks, in all standard sizes up 
to 12 in. This “ Shirene ” piping is claimed 
to possess not only sufficient elasticity to 
withstand high pressures and the expansion 
of water into ice, but complete immunity to 
corrosion by acids, alkalis, salt water and 
chemical solution. It is supplied in two 
alternative gauges—normal and heavy; and 
can be obtained in black (or in white or 
colours to special order), in multiples of 
of 4 up to a maximum single length of 


CONTEMPORARY WALLPAPERS 


A number of washable wallpapers, coated 
with a plasties emulsion that gives a matt 
egg-shell effect, have been added to the range 
of “Crown” wallpapers marketed by the 
Wallpaper Manufacturers, Ltd., of Man- 
chester. There are also some new designs in 
the high quality range of heavy embossed 
duplexed papers (two papers welded together 
for toughness and durability) and effects of 
lace and damask have been faithfully repro- 
duced. A washable paper for older children 
has been introduced in this year’s range—a 
spaceship design, intended to appeal to boys 
in particular. The range also includes 
humerous geometrical patterns, printed in 
white on coloured grounds, as well as some 
nedallion designs with brightly coloured 
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EIGHT GENERAL PURPOSE BUILDINGS for use as 


ia have been 


gymnasia 
designed by Hawksley Constructions (member of the Hawker Siddeley Group, Ltd.), 
Bentham, Gloucester, and delivered to the Department of Education, New South 


Wales, Australia. 


These buildings include several new features, the most notable of 


which are the provision of wind brace fins, which incorporate rainwater fittings. The 
ceilings and walls are faced internally with hardboard, but plasterboard could be utilised. 
They are available in 24-ft., 32-ft. and 40-ft. spans. Ceiling heights may be 8 ft., 9 ft., 
11 ft., or 12 ft. 6 in., and lengths up to 152 ft. are possible without internal support. 


Ready-glazed windows are integral with 


the wall sections, and apart from erection, 


the only site work required is the provision of a concrete slab base or dwarf walls and 
the finishing of internal decorations. 


IN STOCK 


PAVINGS 
FACADES - 
SHOPFRONTS 
SWIMMING POOLS 


JOHN STUBBS 
MARBLE QUARZITELTD 
- LIVERPOOL7 


flower posies on white ground and small 
floral and geometrical patterns for use on 
the ceiling as well as the walls. 


SCOTTISH FACTORY 


Construction of the new factory of the 
Airscrew Co. and Jicwood, Ltd., at Annan, 
Scotland, is being carried out by the Scot- 
tish Construction Co., Ltd. of Sighthill 
Industrial Estate, Edinburgh, and is 
scheduled for completion by next summer. 
The production of “ Weyroc” man-made 
timber at the new factory is due to com- 
mence in about August, 1955. 


JOINT SEALING 


An instructional booklet on the uses and 
application of their joint sealing compound 
has been published by Secomastic, Ltd., 15, 
Upper Grosvenor-street, Park-lane, W1. 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


WE ACKNOWLEDGE WITH THANKS receipt of 
Christmas greetings from: 


Sir Stephen Tallents; Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors; John Bessell; Hammett and Nos : 
and Blythin; Peter Winton Lewis; Nigel | . 
Howarth; Gordon Wagstaff; Rendel, E 
Tritton; Mr. and Mrs, Goddard Watts; Mr. 
Frank Hoar; The Institute of Building Estimators; 
Aluminium Dev ment iation; Zinc Develop- 
ment Association; Illustrated Carpenter and Builder; 
Record and Municipal Engineering; 
Equipm: 


Klinger, Ltd.; R 

Organisation; Richard L Asso- 
; F. J. Lyons and Staff; Roles and Parker, Ltd.; 
Ribblesdale Cement, Ltd.; Rush and Tompkins, Led.; 
John Laing and Son, Ltd.; Armstrong Cork Flooring 
Co., Ltd.; Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd.; Liebman 
and Son; J. Jordan (The Stafford Hotel); and Pinchin, 

Johnson and Co. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


DOORS FOR CANADA 


A consignment of 2,000 Irish-made doors 
will be exported to Canada in January by 
the Dublin firm of Dinan and Sons, Ltd., 
Cabra. They will be sent to the firm of 
Charles Goodfellow, lumber salesmen, 
Montreal. The consignment will be the first 
of a number of monthly shipments of 
similar quantities of Irish-made doors. 


SCOTTISH TRADE FAIR 


Over ninety per cent, of the exhibitors at 
the 1954 Scottish Industries Exhibition at 
the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, reported in a 
survey of. the trade fair’s results that they 
considered the venture worth while, and 
business done at the exhibition is regarded 
as = sufficiently in excess of ten million 
pounds.” 

These figures were given by Mr. R. A. 
Maclean, chairman of the exhibition, at a 
recent meeting of the General Committee 
in the City Chambers, Glasgow. He men- 
tioned also that some 40,000 trade buyers 
had. attended during the fifteen business 
days. On the opening day some 900 buyers 
attended. This was followed on successive 
days by 1,800, 3,300 and 2,500, and atten- 
dances averaged nearly 4,000 a day on the 
last three business days of the show. Total 
public and buyer attendance was nearly 
400,000 


The exhibition is backed by a guarantee 
fund and draws no subsidy. It is expected 
to show a surplus of approximately £11,000. 
It has not yet been decided when the next 
Scottish Industries Exhibition will be held, 
but it is likely that an interval of a few 
years will be allowed to elapse before the 
next show is promoted 


GLASS 


*Messrs. Dodd-Dobbs, 160 NE 40th-street, 
Miami, Florida, USA, are interested in re- 
ceiving quotations from UK firms for plate 
glass afid louvre glass with bevelled edges. 

Suppliers interested in this inquiry should 
write, by airmail, direct to Messrs. Dodd- 
Dobbs, sending quotations in US currency, 
cif, Miami, and an indication of the delivery 
position. They should also state whether 
they prefer the US firm to act as distributors 
or as dealers. 


Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
776, quoting ref. ESB/28897/54. 


PLASTIC SKYLIGHTS 


*Shanahan’s, Ltd, PO Box 280, Van- 
couver, Canada, would like to get in touch 
with UK manufacturers of plastic skylights. 


The plastic skylights required are usually 
square or rectan in shape, starting from 
size 16 in. x 16 in. going up to 60 in. x 92 in. 
and have a metal base completely assembled 
for installation on roofs. A leaflet illustrating 
the type of plastic skylight needed will be 
sent out on loan from Export Services 
Branch, Board of Trade, in order of receipt 
of applications. The leaflet will not be avail- 
able after the end of February. 


Manufacturers interested in this inqu 
should write direct to Shanahan’s, Ltd., with 
details of their products and cif prices quoted 
in Canadian dollars. Telephone inquiries to 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/ 
29157 /54. 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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Improving Unfit Houses 


GLAsGcow is the first local authority to 

go ahead with a scheme under the new. 
housing act for carrying out work on unfit 
houses with a view to making them more 
tolerable to live in, pending the time when 


they can be dem olished. They have got 
the Secretary of State’s approval to buying 
14 unfit houses for “ patching,” and plan to 
wey out repairs to make them more habit- 
able. 


“No Breakdown ” on Cumbernauld 


Any impression of a breakdown in the 
negotiations between Glasgow Corporation 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland on 
the financing of the projected new town at 
Cumbernauld was firmly refuted recently 
by CouUNCILLOR ANDREW Hoop, chairman of 
the Labour group in the corporation. 


The matter was far from finished, he 
said in a comment on the meeting ot 
December 16 with Glasgow MPs of all par- 
ties in the House of Commons. It was far 
too early to talk about a breakdown in the 
negotiations, and any such impression was 
entirely wrong. Councillor Hood said that 
the next stage would be a further meeting 
with the MPs in the near future after they 
had fully studied the corporation’s statement, 
and before any approach by the MPs to the 
Secretary of State. 


A plea for “ both sides to face up to the 
urgency of the need for a start immediately 
on the proposed new town at Cumbernauld 
while leaving arguments about costs till 
afterwards ” was made in Glasgow recently 
by ‘Mr. PETER MELDRUM, convenor of 


ACCOUNTING COSTING 
FOR SMALL 


Prepared by: 
The National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers 
| London, W.1 


PRICE 5/- (by post 5/6) 


Published by: 
The Builder Ltd., Builder House, 
Catherine St., Aldwych, W.C.2 


TEMPLE BAR 6251 (6 lines) 


December 31 1954 


SCOTTISH BUILDING | 
TRADE WAGES 


LLOWING rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish Nationa] 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 94.; Labourers, 3s. 34d, 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. *. hours, 
d. 
Ist <4 25 4i 3 
4th 664 110 0 
Sth ‘id 123 9 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on oraft operations (at end of s. d, 
probationary period) 
Operatives on labouring operations at 
end of probationary period) 3 0 


Glasgow Corporation Planning Committee, 
when he addressed the Scottish Section of 
the Town and Country Planning Association. 

The Secretary of State for Scotland and 
Glasgow Corporation, he said, could not 
agree over the proposal, but there must be 
some indication given by the Secretary of 
-State that Cumbernauld would be started as 
soon as possible, irrespective of ultimate 
financial details. Glasgow’s available build- 
ing sites would be taken up within two years, 
but an overspill problem of at least 300,000 
existed. Even given a start on the planning 
of Cumbernauld next year, it would take 
almost five years before material Progress 
was made. 


Forth Road 1 Bridge 


THE POSSIBILITY of privately financing the 
building of the Forth Road Bridge, the 
amount raised privately being ‘backed by 
Government guarantee, has been decisively 
ruled out by the Minister of Transport. The 
Minister, who on November 10 told Sir 
William Darling in the Commons that any 
proposals on these lines would be carefullv 
examined, has now told the Forth Road 
Bridge Joint Board that borrowing for the 
road works would be “at variance with the 
accepted policy of successive Governments.” 


New Houses for Old 


DENNY AND DUNIPACE TOWN COUNCIL 
were congratulated recently by the Earl of 
Home, Minister of State, Scottish Office, on 
their “conspicuous enterprise” in convert- 
ing an old-fashioned tenement at Milton- 
row into 10 attractive houses for old people. 

Lord Home recommended other local 
authoritiés in Scotland to follow the example 
set in Stirlingshire. 


Edinburgh's Development Plan 


A “RADICAL MODIFICATION” of Edin- 
burgh’s development'plan as it affects the 
Marine-gardens, Portobello, was recom- 
mended on December 15 at a meeting of 
the Planning Committee of Edinburgh Cor- 
poration. The committee recommended 
that the magistrates and town council 
approve a modification having the effect of 
zoning for use by light industry a 30-acre 
area of ground at present shown in the 
plan as an open space. At the same time, 
the committee recommended that an area of 
about 14 acres at Seafield should be used 
as a public open space, at present this 
ground is zoned for industry, but used as 
playing fields. 


December 
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THE BUILDER 


with the NEW! 
DIESEL DRIVEN 
33T Concrete Mixer 


Driven by a sturdy, reliable 1} h.p. diesel 
engine, running costs of the new REX 3}T 
Mixer are only 1}d. per hour. That’s a 
great new economy in 3}T mixer opera- 
tion ... write for full information today. 


Rex Mixers are also available in the following 


3 S, 10S, 12S, 14S and 28S. 
(Box 113) 90-94 BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON; S.W.3 


Telephone: KENsington 5151 Telegrams: Blawnox, Southkens, London 


On this famous ‘public. building 


THE ROYAL SCOTTISH ACADEMY 


The roof of this famous building 
in Edinburgh was laid by the 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co. Ltd., with 
Natural Rock Asphalte Mastic to 
B.S.S. 1162. 


Technical consultation freely invited. : 
SPECIALISTS FOR 80 YEARS IN ASPHALTE 
for Roofing, Tanking, Flooring and Roads. HM. Mintetry “Werke end 


The 
Also NACOFELT ROOFING and Approved Laying Royal Scottish Academy. 
Contractors for ACCOTILE FLOORING. 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE CO. LIMITED 


WEUCHATEL BRANCHES: BELFAST, BIRMINGHAM, CARDIFF, EDINBURGH, FROME, GLASGOW 
() _ LEEDS, MANCHESTER, NEWCASTLE, OFFHAM (KENT), PLYMOUTH, PORTSMOUTH. 


31 1954 pecember 31 1954 
~ 
BLAW KNOX LTD 
O-acre 
j 
in the 
time, 
used 
t this 58, Victoria Street, London, $.W.!. Telephone No, of Contracting Departments: RENown 1321. 


For further particulars or help on 
any lighting problem write to: 


ENGINEERING & LIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. 


SPHERE WORKS, ST. ALBANS, HERTS. 


NEW ELECO “PERSPEX” 
FITTING FOR INDUSTRIAL 
CONDUIT LIGHTING 


—Increases Light Output 
Ratio 10-15% 


This new Eleco fitting (patent applied for) 
is efficient, versatile and economical. It can 
be used either open, or made completely 
dustproof with a diffusor cover. The 
reflectors are made in two grades of opal 
‘Perspex’, whilst the covers are obtainable 
in three grades, including a pinspot pattern 
“Perspex”. This means that a suitable ~ 
combination can be arranged to control the 
percentage of upward light and brightness 
over a considerable area. Thus, units can be 
selected to give the best lighting effect for 
your particular installation. 


TOTAL THESE FEATURES - 
AND YOU GET TODAY'S MOST 
EFFICIENT LIGHTING | 


"Lighting output Ratio exc 
5". Balanced distributic 
10-25", upward light. 


+ 


High mechanical stre 


Resists corrosion. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for scheme of 200 houses 
to be erected on a se! site, for which architect 
is J. Avan Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, 

inburg 
—Plans prepared and approved for 
Police Stn. and houses to be erected at Burnhead-rd. 
Architect is Mr. Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs, 
., Hamilton West. 

Banffshire.—Plans to be grepened for Public School 
for Macduff. Cty A is William R. Wark (A), County- 
bldgs, Cullen. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared and approved by Corp. 
Planning Com. for erection at a site at Broomhouse 
of Gyle Senior Sec. Sch. Council A. is A. G. ee 


(A), Municipal-chmbrs., Parliament-sq., High-st., 
Edinburgh. 
Glasgow.—Corp. has allocated to MOW George- 


st., Edinburgh, site at Croftfoot for telephone 
exchange. 
architects. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for Cadbury 
Bros., Ltd., Bournville, Birmingham, for their dis- 
tribution depot, etc., to be erected at Cumnock- 
st., Pollockshaws-rd. Architect is S.-W. Millburn 
(). 9, The Esplanade, Sunderland. 

Glasgow. —The Old People’s Welfare Committee of 

lasgow, 212, Bath-street, is negotiating with the cor- 
poration for the purchase or lease of ground at 
Clevedon-rd., Kelvinside, for the erection of a rest 
home. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their architects for 
extensions at Fordneuk-street, London-road, Bridge- 
toa, have been approved for James Templeton & Co., 
Ltd., Templeton-st., Bridgeton, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Robert Wylie Hill & 
Co., Ltd., Buchanan-st., warehousemen, for altera- 
tions and additions at Argyll-arcade and Buchanan- 
street, have been approved. The architects are Frank 
Burnet, Boston & Beil (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their archi- 
tects for extensions to the Cathcart commercial garage 
by the Croftfoot Garages, Ltd., 251, Carmunnock- 

Glasgow. 

ee repared and approved for Mac- 
donald & cheer 00, St. Vincent-st., for alterations 
and additions at 4 to 10, Byars-rd., Partick North. 


THE BUILDER 


The 
9. Charing Cross. 


lasgow.—Plans prepared for Glasgow and West 
of Scotland Wholesale Co-operative Soc., Ltd., for 
development of site on south side in the Pollockshaws 
area, bounded by Titwood-rd., Waverley-st., and 
Pollockshaws-rd. by the erection of a new factory, 
— for various retail departments, offices, etc. 

e architect is Kenneth F. Masson (F), Society’s 
Architectural Offices, Kinning-park, 
Glasgow. 

Hamilton.—Lanarkshire CC has plans pregecet for 
addition of six classrooms as. completion the un- 
finished buildings of the new academy. The county 
architect is William R. Watt (F), Education Offices, 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Hamilton.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at ‘Geeeeet, at an ee cost 

of for Woolworth Stores. The architect is 
H. Winbourne (F), Martins Bank-bldgs., Water-st., 
Liverpool. 

Hamilton.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans prepared 
for new additions at Low Waters Protestant school. 


Paisley-rd., 


The County A is William R. Watt (F), Education 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
Inverness.—Corp. has had plans prepared and 


approved for the erection at The Dalneigh housing site 
of a new scheme of 30 houses. The architect is 
Jack Blackburn (F), Master of Works Offices, High- 
st., Inverness, 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for a scheme of 
36 houses to be erected at a Larkhall-rd. site. The 
architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beck- 
ford-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved -for 
Robert Whiteford & Sons, Ltd., for new offices to be 
erected at East Templar. Larkhall. The architects 
are Whyte and Barrie (F&F), 38, High-st., Larkhall. 

Paisley.—Corp. has received permission from_ the 
West Reg. Hosp. Estab. Com. to erect a new Ren- 
frewshire orthopedic building at_an estimated cost of 

£15, The Council-A is John G. Macgregor, 
Master of Works Offices, County-sq., Paisley. 

St. Andrews.—Plans have been prepared and 
approved for Corp. scheme of 100 houses to be 
way . the Auld Burns housing site. The Council 
< => . R. Rolland (F), Master of Works Offices, St. 

n 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list’ see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger ) ome closing date for applications; the 
name oer address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JANUARY 6. 

*tLeicestershire CC.—School, Castle Donington, 
and school, Wigston Magna. County A, 123, London- 
rd., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tPembrokeshire CC.—School, Pennar, Pembroke 
Dock and at Haverfordwest. Lt.-Col. Walter Barrett 
(A), County A, Haverfordwest. Dep. £2 2s. each. 


JANUARY 7. 
tBirmingham City C.—Contract No. 488, 18 shops 
and 20 dwellings at’ Wychall Farm estate, King’s 
Norton. City A, Birmingham. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by February 10. 
*Bristol City ‘C.—Second Peg of flatted factories, 


Wilder-st. City A. Dep. 
JANUA 8. 
*tAlInwick RDC.—15 Longhoughton. R. 
Rothwell, clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 10. 
*Crawley Dev. Corp.—Factories, Site No. 3. Chief 
A., Broadfield. 
*Salisbury Corp.—Construction of an age 
Scamells-rd. H. Rackham, City E. 
ep 


*Worcestershire CC.—Sec. mod. sch., Wythall. 
S. T. Walker, architect, 83, Suffolk-st., Birmingham, 
1. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY i1. 
*{Burnley CBC.—Crematorium, Accrington-rd, 


Taylor and Young (F), architects, 195, Oxford-rd., 
Manchester, 13. Dep. £2 Tenders by February 7. 

*Southampton CBC.—Ten shops, 12 maisonettes 
and five flats, Millbrook. BE. p. £2. 


*1Portem ath city. ene. dell Highbury 
pecial sec. sch., 
City , Western-parade. Dep. £1. 

Wak City C.—230 houses, Kettlethorpe 
estate, and 12 flats, Gloucester-rd., Lupset, and 
branch library, eager City E. 


ANUARY 14. 
*Bexley nc —Pavilon and 


convenience, 
Russéil-park, Bexleyhea 


£2 2s. 


*Walthamstow BC.—Demolition 28, Castle-av., 
Highams Park. E4. and 3 and 5, West Avenue-rd., 
E17. Boro’ A. E&S. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—House at i. sch., Langley 
Green, Crawley; prim. sch., rthgate, Crawley; 
prim. sch., Three Bridges, Crawley. County A., 
Chichester. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Extension, sch., Buckingham- 
rd., Hamfield. Shoreham; extensions, sch., Raleigh- 
td., Rose Green, Bognor Regis; extensions, sch., 
Elm Grove-rd., Littlehampton, County A., 
Chichester. 

*Winchester City C.—Four dwellings, Water-la. 
A. S. Wilson & Ptnrs., chartered quantity surveyors, 
8, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, SWI. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 15. 


*tMonmouthshire CC.—Secondary modern school, 
Croesyceiliog, near Newport. C. L. Jones (F), 
County A, Newport. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the. organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 


& 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2. 
Tele. : TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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JANUARY 17. 
*+Birkenhead .—Extension to police head- 
quarters. Willink & Dod (F&F), Cunard Buildings, 
Liverpool. Dep. £3 3s. Tender hon Big 14. 
*Ham BC.—22 fiats, » NW8. TC. 
Mablethorpe and Sutton conveniences 
at Sandilands Promenade, Sutton-on-Sea. R. Vincent 
io eople’s Home, 's Lynn. 
County A, 27, Thorpe-rd., Norwich. 
*tNorthumberland CC.— Extension Blyth Beside 
County A, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 


£ 
‘Salford. City C.—Adaptation of nonconformist 
chapel, Northern Cemetery, Agecroft, Pendlebury, 
into crematorium. City E.* Dep. £3 3s. 
JANUARY 19. 
*Cardiganshire CC,—Kitchen-dining room, Ardwyn 
ais Aberystwyth. County A., Aberayron. Dep. 


*tWallasey CBC.—Conveniences in  Liscard-rd 


Boro’ A 
JANUARY 22. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—Senior police officer’s heen. 
Abbott and Markham-rds.’ Boro’ 


£2 
FWoking UDC.—40 houses, Barnsbury Farm estate. 
H. P. Tame, E&S. Dep. £2'2s. 


*M. id Mardee UDC 13 
erton an orden Bushey 
Court and Aboyne-drive, SW20. E&S. 

*West Riding CC.—Building trades 
centre, Strawberry-st., Keighley. A., 
Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. eg Is. 

JANUARY 25. 

* Aylesbury —96 houses Gatehouse estate. BE&S. 
Friarscrof,”” Oxford-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Epping garages, Beaconfield Estate. 
S., 91, High-st. 

*Esher UDC.—Six bungalows and 6 houses, Tartar 
Hill (Canada-rd.) estate, Cobham, and 3 pairs and 
2 detached houses, Faraday-rd. estate, West Molesey. 
E&s. p. £1 Is. ea 


JANUARY 27. 
*Northfleet be shops fats, Cold- 
harbour-rd. estate. E&S . £2 Is 


*Frome UDC.—Eight pairs of houses and 4 blocks 
of 4 flats, Rodden-rd. site. B. H,. Parkes, S., 22, 
Christchurch-st. West. Dep. £3 3s. : 


FEBRUARY 
*Lindsey CC.—Sec. mod. sch., Skegness. F, J. 
Birkbeck, Director of Education, ‘Lincoln. 


FEBRUARY 21. 

*Finchley BC.—One double garage and 9 single 
garages, Elmhurst estate, East-End-rd., N2. Boro. 
Housing & Town Planning Officer, The Avenue, 
Finchtey, N3. Dep. £3 3s. 


NO DATE. 

Pembroke Dock Co-op. Soc., Ltd.—Rebuilding of 
premises at Bush-st., Pembroke Dock. Chief Execu- 
tive Officer, Pembroke Dock Co-op. Soc.. Ltd., 

*Smethwick EC.—Erection of Sandwell County sec. 
= sch. Chief Ed. Officer, 215, High-st. Dep. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


ANUARY 
*tNorthampton CBOs of central heat- 
ing, Bective School canteen, Bective-rd., Kin: 
H. A. Skerrett, yx Ed. Officer, Springfield, 
Cliftonville. Dep. £2 


11. 
*tNorthants Standing J. Comm.—Heating nad elec- 


trical installations. Cote pro lice station. 
County A., Northampton. J. Alan Turner, clerk 
Northampton. 
JANUARY 12. 
Wakefield City C.—City E. (Materials.) 


JANUARY 14. 
Battersea BC.—TC. (Materials.) 
*Leyton BC.—Redecoration of houses and Cor- 
porate properties. BE&S. 


JANUAR 
Rainford UDC.—S. (Materials.) 


JANUARY 17. 
*Birmingham City C.—10,000 yds. Cleft 
rear boundary fencing, Kingstanding estate. J. .P. 
Macey, Housing Manager, 19-29, Summer-row. 
*Hayes & Harlington UDC. --Building materials, 
etc. 


3. 
*Oldbury BC.—General maintenance and repair 
work to municipal houses. Housing Manager, 


TFalbot-st. 
dda UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 18. 
Kensington RBC.—TC. (Materials.). 
JANUARY 21. 
Croydon CBC.—BE. (Materials.) . od 
“Bootle CBC.—Roo! tiling. floor tiling and pier 
-—Roo 
ing 43 dwellings. BS. 
JANUARY 239. 
Bedlingtonshire UDC.—E&S. (Materials. ) 
JANUARY 31. 
new ary, 


: 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JANUARY 12. 
Wakefield City C.—Roads cael sewers for Kettle- 
thorpe housing estate, Area No. City E. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Hendon.—SitE AcQUISITION.—BC are to 
site no. 37, Rushgrove-ave., and site nos. 26, A 
corn-rd., Mill Hill, for housing purposes. 

—The erection of a three-storey 
office block on a site adjoining Pag Welsh Harp, 
Edgware-rd., NW9, proposed oger Malcolm, 
Ltd., builders, 14, Sivlevieert: Church-la., NW9, 
has been given TP approval. 

Hendon.—SHops AND MAISONNETTES.—Outline pro- 
posals by H. V. Rowlands, surveyors, 405, Hendon- 
way, NW4, for the erection of four shops with 
maisonnettes. over at the junction of Breeret. and 
Victoria-rd., NW4, has been approved by TP Com. 

Hendon.—-Housrs.—The erection of 
no. 10, 195, West Heath-rd., NW3, proposed 4 
Golbourne Development Co., 665, Finchley-rd., 
has been approved in outline by BC. 

Houses.—The erection of 
five dwelling houses in St. Mary’s-la., Upminster, has 
been proposed by A. J. Smith & Sons, Ltd., and given 
by-law permission. 

Hornchurch.—WAREHOUSE.—The proposed erection 
of.a warehouse by Roneo, Ltd., at their works in 
Hornchurch-rd., Hornchurch, has” been given by-law 
approval. 

Hornchurch.—Houses.—Amended plans submitted 
by Evans Bros., builders, 98, Dagenham-rd., Rom- 
ford, for the erection of six houses in Westmoreland- 
ave. and Mamnor-ave., Hornchurch, have been 
approved by TP Com. 

Hornchurch.—Factory ExTENSION.—TP consent has 
teen given to the proposed extension of their factory 
at the Old Brickworks, Church-rd., Harold Wood, by 
the Oakhurst Timber Co. 

Hornchurch.—SHorps AND MAISONETTES.—Proposals 
have been made by W. Goodchild & Co., surveyors, 
123, South-st., Romford, for the erection of 34 shops 
with maisonettes over at Avon-rd., Cranham. 

Hornchurch.—Streets Layout. — Approval has been 
given by Essex CC to proposals by Hilbery Chaplin & 
Co., surveyors, 135, South-st., Romford, for layout 
of new streets at Gallows Corner, Southend Arterial- 
Hornchurch. 

Hornchurch.—Houses.—The erection of four dwell- 
ing houses at Acacia-gdns., Cranham, has been pro- 
posed by Hyett and Hass, Ltd., builders, 53a, Abbey- 
rd., Ilford, and TP TP permission. 

Hornchurch.—CHURCH. e Chelmsford Diocesan 
Reorganisation Com. have received TP consent to 
their pro for the erection of a church at the 
corner of St. Nicholas-ave. and Woodcote-ave., Elm 


ark. 

Hornchurch.—FounpDrY.—TIP permission has been 
given to the erection of a two-storey foundry and 
ancillary buildings on land east of River Beam and 
south of New-rd., Al3, Rainham, proposed by the 
Ford Motor Co., "Ltd. 

Hornchurch.—Houses.—TP Com. have approved 
the estate layout and erection of 150 houses at Argents 
Farm, South End-rd., South Hornchurch, proposed 
by the Dolptin Development Co. 

Stoke Newington.—Dairy RECONSTRUCTION.—TP 
approval has been given to oo by the Express 
Dairy Co (London), Ltd., for the reconstruction of 
their cold store and dairy yard at the rear of Nos. 
47-57. Kynaston-rd. 

Walthamstow.—Factory ExTENSION.—TP perm: 
sion has been granted to proposals by Peter Pench, 
Ltd.,.for the extension of their factory, Oakfield 
Works. Oakfield-rd. 

Walthamstow.—Sports Pavition.—The erection of 
a sports pavilion by the London Co-operative Society, 
Ltd., at their sports ground in Ching-rd. has been 
given by-law approval. 

Walthamstow.—Orrice ADDITIONS.—The erection 
of an additional floor to their block at Brampton 
Works, Billet-rd., has been proposed by F. Wrighton 
and Sons, Ltd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC propose erection of further 93 
houses and flats at Burnley-rd., Huncoat. 

Amblecote.—UDC approved erection of garage and 
office accommodation for road haulage vehicles adjoin- 
ing pumping station at Wollaston-rd., for P. H. 
Cartwright & Sons. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC propose. erection of central 
garage storage and office accommodation at Town’s 
Yard, £41,000 est.—Approved plans, ‘Teinstatement of 
roof and conversion of ballroom into offices and 
garage adjoining present premises for Siddals Ice 


Cream Co., Ltd. 
Barnard Castle.—RDC approved plans by J. Law- 
ton, architect, Galgate, for 10 aged people’s homes at 


Evenw 
Barrowford.—Talbot Plating Co., Ltd., propose 
extensions to. their premises at Old-row. 
Billingham-on-Tees. —UDC been — 350 
houses for erection in 1955. UDC S H. Shep- 
herd, Council Offices, Haverton Hill-on-Tees 


propose erection of 36 flats in three 


Birkénhead.— 


Bingley.—UDC 
blocks at York-st. 
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further houses in 1955 pr as follows: 528 and 
170 at Woodchurch Estate, at Prenton Dell Estate, 
95.at Overchurch and 150 for slum clearance pro- 


‘gramme. 
Birkenhead.—Boro’ A to prepare plans for erection 
of block of offices for corporation department.—BC 
propose erection of additional, wing at police head- 
quarters. Architects, ex & Dod, Cunard-bidgs., 
Liverpool, 3. QS, R. E. Olley & Ptnrs. -» 14, Dale-st., 


Liverpool. 
Birmingham.—TC to invite tenders shortly for com- 
wilding at Broad-st. 


pletion of partly finished office 

and Cumberland-st., £422,000 est. Architects, Harry 
W. Weedon & Pinrs., 45-47, Calthorpe-rd., Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, 16. s, L. C. Wakeman & Ptnrs. -, 126, 
Hagley-rd Birmingham, 16. Consulting E, E. 
Wingfield-Bowles & Ptnrs., 32, Old Queen-st., 
London, 

Birmingham. —Drynamels, Ltd., Shaftmoor-la., Hall 
Green, propose extensions to "factory. Plans by 
Yorke, Harper Harvey, 191, Corporation-st., 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC been allocated 110 houses 
for erection in 1955, but has asked Min. to increase 


crease Council’s allocation of 110 houses for erection 
during 1955. 

Bollington.—St. Gregory’s RC Church propose 
erection of church and presbytery off Wellington-rd., 
£25,000 est. 

Bolton.—TC approved plans, administrative block 
and workshop at Manchester-rd. for E. Bullough 
Ltd.; warehouse at Halliwell Mills, Bertha-st., for 
Greenhalgh & Shaw, Ltd. 

Bolton.—BC propose adaptation of ‘‘ Woodlands ” 
as hostel for aged; erection of 168 dwellings on site 
at East Ward No. 5. 

Bootle.—BC to negotiate contracts with H. Bevan 
(Builders), Ltd., 30, Desmond-st., Live: l, for 
erection of dweilings, and with S. Byron, 9, 
Graburn-rd., Formby, for 38 dwellings, at Netherton 
estate. 

Bradford.—TC approved construction of phase 3 of 
new fire station at Ivle, £1 0 est. 

Congleton.—Cheshire EC preparing sketch plans for 

new girls’ grammar sch. near Congleton. 

Brighton.— Erection of Lower Bevendean 
Light” Industrial estate for L. and Godfrey. Plans 
by Ernest J. Thomas, Jolly, le & Hunter. 

ton.—EC to build grammar school at Stanmer 
to cost e170, 102 (est.).—TC_to build 17 maisonettes 
and 17 one-person flats in Essex-st., to cost £58,550 
(est.); also gymnasium on the Manor-rd. playing field 
of the Training Coles to cost £17,000 (est.). BS&E, 
26-30, King’s-rd., Brighton, 1. 

Brotton, (Yorks). —Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board, 
Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect 
outpatients’ dept. at oon Cottage Hosp., 
Brotton. Board’s Chief A, P. H. Knighton, MBE, 
ARIBA. 

Carlisle.—Rural Cinemas and Entertainments, Ltd., 
plan new cinema at Carlisle. 

Chesterfield.—Victoria Enterprises, Ltd., pro 
erection of cinema at Newbold estate. She! 
Trustees Savings Bank propose erection of saan 
at junction geese Soresby-st. and Gluman- 
gate, Chesterfield 

Crompton.—UDC propose improvements _and 
renovations to cemetery chapel. 

Darlington.—UDC Highways, Drainage and Plan. 
Com. granted application by Sanderson, Townend and 
Gilbert, Bondgate, Darlington, on behalf 
of Mr. C. Jackson, to use 31 acres of land in 
Forest hag area of South Bank, for light indus- 
trial development. 


VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existi 


PLASTICS 

are made for the job in 

a full range of patterns. 

Write for your copy of: 
“Installing Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’. 


-WARERITE LIMITED - WARE - HERTS. 
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@pproved out- 
line application to erect yt ee Offices and ob 
Daventry.—Haynes & Sons (Daventry), Ltd., 
pose erection of approx. 40 — at Badby-rd., 
Daventry.—RDC to invite tenders for eight bunga. 
.fows at Long Buckby and eight at Weedon.—Tc 
rthampton Brewery Co., 
Derby.—TC to lease site at City-rd. for Platers and 
Dewsb ury.—BC approved layout by City A for 110 
dwellings and two shops at Overthorpe-rd. Estate. 
ublic-house and carry out extensions to town centre 
us station. 
Plain, to acquire site at Sacriston for erection of shop 
premises.—Cty. Com. propose to build school 
Durham.—CC to build family sone home at Lan- 
oar Plans by County A, G. R. Clayton, Coxrt- 
on-Tyne, architect club at Mill-la. for 
Clubs Federation Brewery, Hanover-sq., Newcastle-:: 


south sid. of Duke-st. 
Daventry. (Inquiry to be held Wes 
— plans for licensed —" at Ashby-rd. for 
Stampers, Ltd., for erection of new factory. 
Dudley.—TC to demolish ‘‘ Hare and Hounds” 
Durham.—Annfield Plain Co-op. Soc., Annfield 
at Elizabethvilie, Birtle 
.—J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle- 
Tyne. 


Eccles. —BC approved plans: Erection of bo:ler 
house at St. Gilbert’s RC Church, Aldred-st., Ecc! nes 
for Rev. Father Burke. Architect, W. Ellis, Barc!y, 
Bank-chbrs., St. Helens. 

Eston.—UDC lans for 39 
houses. Plans by S, . Harrison, UDC Offi 
Grangetown-on-Tees. 

Exeter.—Approval given by Devon Plan. Com. {or 
siting of factory on outskirts of Newton Abbot. 
Application came from Centrax Power Units, Ltd. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Working drawings be! ng 

repared for further houses on Leam-la. housing u-it 
or UDC. Plans for 124 houses 
and five blocks of flats a Sie Hes units of two- 
bedroom accommodation. cer, &. 
Morton. 

Gateshead.—TC received sanction to erect six 
houses on Lyndhurst estate, cost of £11,238. 

Gateshead.—New storés proposed in High-st. for 
Brown Bros, and Taylor. Architects, North & Ptnrs., 
40, Broadway, Maidenhead. 

—A. Holdsworth & Son, photographers, 
weg Hartlepool, propose business. premises in 


Hebburn-on-Tyne.—A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd., elec- 
trical engineers, to carry out further big extensions 
to works, and applied to Council for land. Archi- 
tects, Cackett, Burns Dick and McKellar, 21, Ellison- 

pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Hetton (Co. Durham).—UDC seek loan sanction 
£63,368 to complete a. scheme for pre- 
war council houses. Surveyor, P. C. Richardson. 

Macclesfield.—TC propose adaptation of Trinity 
Methodist Chuch as public hall, £12,000 est. Plans 
by Boro’ A, E. A. Heppenstail. —Rochdale Carpet 
Co., Ltd., Rochdale, propose erection of factory on 
five-acre site at North-eastern Industrial Estate. 

Manchester.—Brazier & Hartington, 21, Market-st., 
Altrincham, architects for 10 houses at Dunnisher-rd.. 
Newall Green, Wythenshawe, for Harry Richards. 


Mansfield.—Norvic Shoe Co., Ltd., propose erection 
of factory.—BS to prepare plans for 1 shops on main 
shopping centre at Ladybrook estate. 


Middlesbrough.—Arthur Robinson, Ltd., builders 
and contractors, Linthorpe-rd., Middlesbrough, 
to lease land in Cargo Fleet-la. area for proposed 


depot. 

brough.__Readymixed Concrete, Ltd., Had- 
dricks Mill-rd., Gosforth. Newcastle-on-Tyne, plan 
erection of workshops, offices, etc., on land west of 
Depot-rd. —Planning permission granted to Thomp- 
son’s Enterprises, Ltd., for erection of additional 
storey to Palladium Buildings, Eastbourne-rd.  Archi- 
tects, Kitching & Co., 21, lbert-rd.—British In- 
sulated Callenders Cables, Ltd., to construct addi- 
tional storey to premises at 5-11, Norton-rd. Planning 
permission granted and detailed plans to be pre- 
pared.—T, A. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd., prepared 
plans for four houses in Stanhope-gr. for Waddington 
and Hannan, builders. 

Middlesbrough.—G. W. Alderson, 32, St. Nicholas- 
st., Scarborough, architect for proposed residential 
hotel in Acklam-rd. and Cambridge-rd. for S. Smith, 
Old Brewery (Tadcaster), Ltd. z 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C.to be recommended to 
construct five-storey flats in Scotswood clearance area. 
It is proposed to rehouse 587 families.—Hsg. Com. 
propose spending £172,600 on erection of 115 houses 
and old people’s bungalows on Kenton North housing 
estate. City A, Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market.— 
Dickinson, Miller & Turnbull, solicitors, Cross House- 
bldgs., Newcastle, acting on behalf Of owners of Cross 
House, in touch with City C for lease of adjoining 
property, covering over 8,000 sq. ft., for purpose of 
extending Cross House. It is understood that exten- 
sions will cost £50,000.—City C leased sites on Fenham 
Estate to following local builders for erection of 
houses: Wesley H. eer Ltd. (10 sites); GSW Urban 

elopment Co., Ltd. (10 sites); and Craigie & Son, 
Ltd. (eight sites). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd. 
Water-st., Liverpool, to convert premises in Elswick- 
rd. into ‘sales shop and storerooms.—Newcastle and 
Gateshead Jt. Fire Services Com. to convert premises 
in College-ave. into workshop to plans by City A, e 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market.—P. Browne, Son & 
for proposed office office alterations at 32-4, Mosley-st. for 
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Bishop Auckland.—UDC asked MH&LG to _in- 
Thou 
Throt 
her 
toes to 
; 
> 
1 


field 
of shop 
school 


at Lan- 
Coart- 


vCastie- 
Orthern 
stle-1- 


st. fot 
Ptnrs., 


aphers, 
ises in 


» elec. 
ensions 
Archi- 
Bllison- 


nction 


rection 
main 


uilders 
rough, 
oposed 


ington 


cholas- 
dential 
Smith, 


ded to 
> area. 

m. 
houses 
ousing 
rket.— 
House- 
Cross 
joining 
ose of 


December 31 1954 


Meet Ginger Johnstone, Form 2a. 


Though she’s not so hot at the moment. 
Through prayers and Geog, she still had 
her cycling glow. In Lat she began to 
feel chilly and now she’s so frozen from 
toes to fingertips, Alg is quite lost on her. 


Now meet Ginger in high summer ; but please 
don’t shake her. She dreamed through Geom, 
drowsed through Arith and now she’s gone 

right off in Eng. The person who ought to be 
shaken by this state of affairs is the architect who 
designed the school without Fibreglass insulation. 


Yet even now, applied to the roof alone, this inexpensive, 


everlasting, highly-efficient ‘insulation would make 
all the difference to Ginger’s warmth and well-being’ 
in winter, coolness and concentration in summer. 


FIBREGLASS LIMITED, RAVENHEAD, ST. HELENS, LANCS. (ST. HELENS 4224) 


FACTORIES AT ST. HELENS, LANCS. AND POSSILPARK, GLASGOW. 
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AVAILABLE EX STOCK 


GARSTON - WIDNES 


ARCHANGEL - ONEGA 
REDWOOD/WHITEWOOD 


OUTHERNS 


BOLD SAW MILLS. 
WIDNES, LANCS 


Branches at: MANCHESTER * DUDLEY * LONDON * GLASGOW * HANLEY 


BRISTOL * KETTERING 
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Eagle Star Insurance ‘Co., Ltd.—M. A. Mackenzie, 
1, Eldon-sq., Newcastle, prepared plans for proposed 
garage in Leighton-st. and Ripponden-st. for Strakers 
(Newcastle), Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Stanley Beard, Bennett and 
Wilkin, 101, Baker-st., London, W1, architects for a 
proposed factory for Smith’s Potato Crisps, Ltd., 
Coast-rd. 

Northampton.—TC considering erection of new 
swimming baths. 

Northampton.—Association for Blind propose exten- 
sions to workshops at. Gray-st., £14, est.—BC to 
negotiate with T. “Wilson & Son, Ltd., 67, Sheep-st., 
for erection of further houses. 

Northampton.—RDC propose 156 dwellings in 1955 
programme, 

North Riding.—EC to appoint architects for pro- 
posed sec. schls. at Bedale, Malton and Pickering. 

Ormskirk.—BC Council propose erection of church 
hall at Hesketh Bank. 

Oxford.—Pressed Steel Co., Ltd., of Oxford, to 
build new factory at Stratton St. Margaret, Swindon. 

Penrith.—UDC to erect 100 houses in 1955 pro- 
gramme. 

Penrith.UDC to obtain tenders for erection of 
74 houses on Scaws estate and 24 old people’s houses 
at Eim-ter. UDC architect, F. E lanc. 

Plymouth.—Pethick’s Yard site at Laira being pre- 
pared by City E’s- Department for development by 
Mumford Group. of companies. Complete with 
administrative block and canteens, new factory will 
be used by Drake Motors, Ltd., Salisbury-rd. 

Rawmarsh (Yorks).—Samuel Smiths Brewery, Ltd., 
Tadcaster, propose erection of new licensed premises 
at junction Claypit-la. and Thrybergh Hall-rd. 

Redcar.—TC offering for sale two sites at Farndale- 
sq., Dormanstown, and at south end of West Dyke- 
td, Redcar, for erection of licensed premises to cater 
for needs of new housing estates. 

Rotherham.—C of E Auth. propose erection of 
church on Kimberworth Park Estate. Architects, J. 
Mansell Jenkinson & Sons, Imperial-bldgs., Norfolk- 
row, Sheffield. 

Rowley Regis.—Staffs T & AFA propose erection 
of TA centre at Perry Park. Architects, W. Campbell 
& Son, 6, Pall Mall, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Seaton Valley.—During 1955, UDC propose erecting 
72 houses at Earsdon and 64 at Seghiil. Surveyor, 
T. W. Burgess, Council. Offices, Seaton Delaval. 
Sedgefield.—RDC offered Durham CC site at Ferry- 
hill for building of hostel for aged people. County A, 
G. K. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Sedgefield.—RDC applied for sanction to build 400 

heffield.—Reg. Hosp. Board appointed J. F. Pye, 
4, Abbey-walk, Grimsby, architect for erection "aa 
additional steam boiler building at Springfield Hosp. 
Appointed Oxley & Bussey, Pinstone-st., Sheffield, 
architects for erection of accommodation for high-grade 
mentally defective patients at former Miners’ Hostel, 

ipley.—UDC propose erectio 
Windhill Wood. mes 

South Shields.—Henderson Bros., Smith-st., Tyne 
Dock, negotiated price with EC for building second 
stage of new Marine and Technical College. Work 
to cost £115,000 and M of E approval being sought. 
Architects, Meade Taylor and .Wilson, 17, Sheffield- 
ter, Camden Hill, London, W8. QS, J. S. Glover 
13, Winchester-st., South Shields. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—New Congregational Church to 
be built on site of present church in Yarm-rd. 
Sunderland.—Plans approved for proposed dental 
clinic at Villette-rd. Sch. Clinic for EC, and for pro- 

ans by Boro’ A, ishop, Grange House, 

Sunderland.—Contract' to be let shortly for erection 
of garage and warehouse in King-st. for R. L. Char- 
man, Ltd., fruit merchants. Architects, Newrick & 
Blackbell, 57, John-st. 

Sunderland.—Public inquiry held into TC’s slum- 
clearance scheme involving 200 houses in East End of 
town. Boro’ A, H. C,. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd. 

Sunderland.—Jopling’s large drapery stores to be 
tebuilt as soon as possible. Plans to be prepared by 
S, W. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade. 


Tynemouth.—TC to build flats and maisonettes on 
scattered sites in borough. BE to prepare plans and 
estimates to serve 80 houses on Murton Grange estate. 


Tynemouth.—TC to make provision in next year’s 
estimates for construction of civil defence control 
centre to cost £14,400.—Haswell & Son, Tyne-st., 
North Shields, prepared plans for further houses on 
Ingleside estate for H. Rigby, builder, Parkside, 
Tynemouth.—C, Dunleavy, 29, Balkwell-ave., North 
Shields, to erect four houses in Hartburn-rd., Marden. 
~—Three builders: F. Hall, Broadway, Cullercoats; 
M. J. Liddell & Son, 36, Great North-rd., Newcastle; 
and H. P. Woodall & Co., Cullercoats; to erect 
houses on  Monkstone estate.—Reed, Ryder and 
Meikle, solicitors, 19, Northumberland-sq., North 
Shields, submitted proposals to TC for erection of 
houses 6n 16 acres of land near Preston-rd., North 
Shields.—National Union of Seamen propose office 
Premises and meeting room at Shepherds Quay, Clive- 
st., North Shields.—Brittains, Ltd., to extend their 
Premises in Rudyerd-st., North Shields, to plans by 
G. B. Bone, 83, Lynn-rd., North Shields.—TC _1e- 
ceived loan sanction £28,903 for new sea-wall at King 
Edward Bay, Tynemouth.—Tasker and Child, 25, 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, completing work- 
ing drawings for proposed flats in East End of North 
Shields for TC.—TC to obtain tenders for construc- 
tion of 10 blocks of flats at West Chirton. BE, D. M. 
O’Herlihy, to submit an estimate for roads and sewers. 


THE BUILDER 


Tynemouth.—TC to have plans prepared for develop- 
ment of four bombed sites and erection of blocks of 
flats. Also for building of 40 flats on Chirton estate. 
BS, D. M. O’Herhily. 

Wallsend.—TC to build 32 houses on Low Willing- 
ton Farm estate, and community centre at High 
Howden. Plans by BS, G. Teasdale. 

Wallsend.—TC to’ fill in three corner sites with 
houses; to build flats im North-rd. and bungalows in 
Henderson-rd., and to build 24 more houses at Low 
Willington.. Plans by BS, G. Teasdale. 

West Lancs.—RDC approved layout for 100 houses 
at Old Roan, Aintree. 

Wellingborough.—_UDC_ propose erection of 20 
dwellings at Church-st. and Regent-st., Finedon. 

Wigan.—TC propose construction of omnibus station 
at junction of Standishgate. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes rec ded for accep 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Works on the new Northfield com- 
munity centre and Povis sec. sch. Mr. Alexander B. 
Gardner, FRIBA, Architect, Housing Offices, Broad- 
st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. Excavation, brick, 
building, etc., James Leitch, Junior, Ltd., 127, The 
Causewayside, Aberdeen, and Robert Fallowfield; 
joinery, carpentry, ironmongery, etc., Coutts & 
Frazer, Ltd., Aberdeen, and Alexander Rattray, 104, 
The Hardgate, Aberdeen; glazing, painting, decorating, 
etc., Alexander Bruce, Ltd., 501, George-st., Aber- 
deen; roof tiling, roughcasting, etc., George Smith, 
Aberdeen; plumbing, sanitary engineering, etc., Brown 
Brothers, Ltd., Albert-st. Works, Aberdeen; plaster, 
lathing, étc., Bremner Brothers, Ltd., Aberdeen. 

Bangor.—Improvements and additions to 49 houses 
at various sites, for : *R. J. Burr, Beach-rd., 
Bangor, £16,352. 

British Railways (Eastern Region).—Following con- 
tracts have been placed: Matthew T. Shaw and Co., 
Ltd., Millwall, E14, supply, fabrication and erection of 
steelwork for new wagon repair shop at Temple Mills 
marshalling yard. Wright, Anderson and Co., Ltd., 
Gateshead, 8, supply, delivery and erection of struc- 
tural steelwork for one portal framed building and 
one maintenance platform for Diesel Maintenance 
Depot, Lincoln. 

Blackpool.—i13 houses and 72 flats at Grange 
Park estate extension for .TC: *Brown and Jackson, 
Ltd., Elm-st., Fleetwood. 

Bradford.—Phase 11 of new traffic division head- 
quarters at junction of Caledonia-st. and Bolling-rd. 
for TC: *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn- 
rd., Nottingham, £89,296. 

Carlisle.—Junction-street. Flagging for CBC: *F. 
MacDermott, Carlisle, £361. 

Clackmannan.—Twenty-two houses at Gartmorn- 
road, Sauchie. Mason and brick work: A. R. & T. 
Syme, Richarton Works, Clackmannan. Carpenter 
and joiner work: Robert Keir, 150, High-street, 
Tillicoultry. Glazier work: George G. Kirk, ‘ 
43, Port-street, Stirling. Tiler and roughcast work: 
P. Kelly & Sons, Ltd., 33, Brunswick-road, Edin- 
burgh. Plumber work: John Mackenzie, 52, High- 
street, Tillicoultry. Plaster work: J. Wallace & Co., 
62, Lower Bridge-street, Stirling. Electrical work: 
A. M. Todd, 83, High-street, Tillicoultry. 

Dunbartonshire.—Various works at prim. sch. (site 
1), Drumchapel. Mr. John Macnab, FRIBA, Archi- 
tect, Education Offices, Bath-street, Glasgow, WC2: 
*Glasgow Corporation Direct Labour Department. 
Railings and gates at Whiteinch Establishment: William 
Govan & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Boiler work at police 
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canteen: Caterers Appliances, Ltd., Se 
at St. Michael’s Int. Sch.: The Cardonald ting 
Co., Ltd.; Cardonald, Lanarkshire. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared and approved for Esso 
Petroleum Co., Ltd., 30, Queen Anne’s-gate, SWI, 
by their technical staff, for the new storage depot to 
be erected, at an estimated cost of over £100,000, at 
the Leith Docks. Blyth and Blyth, MiInstCE, con- 
sulting engineers, 135, George-st., Westend, Edin- 
burgh: *Jacksons (Edinburgh), Ltd., 57, Albany-st., 
Waverley, Edinburgh. 

Gateshead.—Reconstruction of shops at Low Nor- 
wood for Emerson Walker, Ltd.: *Bewley and Scott, 
Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne. 

Gateshead.—23 houses in Armstrong-st. for TC. 
Boro’ E, G. F. Winters: *W. D. and R. Allison & 
Sons, Whitburn, £29,190. 

Glasgow.—Houses at Southbrae-dr., Crow-rdi, 
Partick West. Architect is Norman H. Macfadzean 
(F), 147, West Regent-st., Glasgow, WC2: 
Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
houses at Finch-rd. Robert L. Rankine, architect, 
Master of Works Offices, Hamilton-st., Greenock: 
*Greenock Corp. Direct Labour Dept. 

Heywood.—34 houses at Hardfield site, for TC: 
*James Berry, Ltd., Heywood. 

Isle of Arran.—Plans have been prepared and 
approved by Buteshire CC for 12 houses on Whiting 
Bay, Lamlash, and Brodick sites. Robert Rennie (F), 
County housing architect, 12, Hamilton-st., Saltcoats, 
Ayrshire. Building works, Robert and D. K. Middle- 
ton, Ltd., Lamlash, £10,701. Plumbing works, Craw- 
ford and Barbour & Co., Ltd., Lamlash, £2,122. 
Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and allied works, 
James Hendry and Nicol, Ltd., Low Glen Cloy Con- 
tracting Works, Brodick, £6,516. Plaster, lathing and 
allied works, G. Watson, Invercloy, Brodick, £1,814. 
Slating, roughcasting and allied works, G. Hamilton & 
Co., Ltd., 102, Crow-rd., Partick, Glasgow. Paint- 
ing, decorating and allied works, Thomas Watson, 
Ltd., 1, Newlands-ter.. Glasgow. Electricity fittings in- 
stallation and allied works, Scott and Bain, Ltd., 
Whiting Bay, Buteshire. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for ex- 
tensions for the Coatbridge and Airdrie Hospital 
Board of Management to be erected at the Coatbridge 
Auxiliary Hospital, at an estimated cost of £50,000, 
by the undernoted contractors. Alexander Davidson 
& Son (F&A), architects, Prudential-bldgs., Academy- 
st., Coatbridge, Mr. James Ross, quantity surveyor, 
12, Main-st., Coatbridge. Building and allied works, 
Henry Boots & Son (Scotland), Ltd., Garrowhill Con- 
tracting Works, Baillieston. Plumbing and _ allied 
works, Kennedy and Bain, Ltd., West Campbell-st., 
Glasgow. Joinery, carpentry and allied works, 
William Bain & Co., Ltd., Lochran Timber Works, 
Coatbridge. Steel windows and casements and allied 
works, The Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Bath- 
st., Glasgow. Tiling and allied works, Oswald Toffolo, 
Jackson & Co., Ltd., West Regent-st., Glasgow. 
Plaster, lathing, roughcasting and allied works, G. 
and L. Ross Co., Ltd., Mavisbank-st., Airdrie. 
Electricity and allied works, Henry L. Douglas, Ltd., 
Blair-rd., Coatbridge. Heating engineering installa- 
tion and allied works, The Scottish Boiler and General 
Installation Co., Ltd., St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

GLondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of Contracts: 
Hants, civil engineering work, Costain, John Brown, 
Ltd., 73, South Audley-st., W1; installation of hot 
water heating system, Mumford. Bailey & Preston, 
Ltd., 22a, Holdenhurst-rd., Bournemouth; construc- 
tion and erection of steel staircase, Smith & Jewell, 
Ltd., Chichester, Sussex; building work, John C. 
Nicholls, Court-lane, Cosham, Portsmouth. 


London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the week ended December 18:— 
Building work: Charles R. Price, 19-20, Hallgate, 
Doncaster; Lewis & Watters, Ltd., Lillington, Leam- 
ington Spa, Warwickshire. Heating services: E. L. 


RITISH 
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LOAD. BEARING 


| Boachcrwft Cellular, 


STANDS THE TEST OF TIME 


35 YEARS 
SPECIALIZATION 


OUR TECHNICAL SERVICES 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


Harrow Road, Leytonstone, E.11 


‘TELEPHONE: 
MARYLAND 4747 (2 tines) 


id Ltd., 27, Fitzroy-square, W1; The Bright- 
side Foundry & Engineering Co., Ltd., 17, Summer- 
row, Birmingham. Artificers work: Haymills (Con- 
tractors). Ltd., Hanger-green, Western Avenue, W5; 
J. Darlow & Co., Ltd., 77, Ladywood-road, Edg- 
baston, Birmingham. Electrical installation: Frank 
Christian, 22, Market-street, Peel, Isle of Man; 
Johnson Pearce & Co., Ltd., 4, Iverson-road, NW6; 
Holliday Hall & Stinson, Ltd., 222, High-road, SW12; 
Electrical Installations, Ltd., 65, Vincent-square, SW1; 
James Scott & Co. (Elect. Engineers), Ltd., 97, Camp- 
bell-street, Dunfermline; B. French, Ltd., Pike Mills 
Green-street, Kidderminster; Duncan Watson (Elec. 
Engrs.), Ltd., 24. Cleveland-street, W1; Speeds 
(Widnes), Ltd., Regent-road, Widnes, Lancs. 

(London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry 
of Works for week ended December 11:— 

London: 2/10, Sussex-place, NW, internal decora- 
tions, J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, Graham-road. 
SW19; PO Supplies Depot, 338, Goswell-road, EC1, 
internal decorations, Clark and Fenn, Ltd., 16, Old 
Town, SW4; Cornwallis-road, N19, external and _in- 
ternal, Ernie Bayliss, Ltd., St. Stephens House, SW1. 
Berkshire: Tadley Common, Aldermaston, erection of 
further 16 houses, W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, 
Wilts. Cambridgeshire: Sawston, erection —_ 
office UAX, Rooke & Sons, Ltd., Hill-street, ron 
Walden, Essex. Inverness-shire: Coastguard Station 
Dumtulm, erection of new bathroom, etc., and pump 
and cistern house, Angus McPhie Sons, Ardroag, 
Dunvegan, Isle of Skve. Kent: Swanscombe, erection 
of a postal sorting office, Kyle Stewart (Contrs.), Ltd., 
338, Kilburn High-road, NW6. Lanarkshire: State 
Institution, ‘Carstairs, erection of institution buildings, 
contract 2, John Wight & Co. (Edinburgh), Ltd., Earls 
Gate Works, Grangemouth. Lancashire: NAB and 
MOH, 57/61, Bradshawgate, Bolton, adaptation and 
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J. Tyson, Ltd., Wellington Saw Mills, 
Gt. Lever, Bolton: MOS Storage Walton, 
Nr. Chorley, repairs to moundings and erection of 


UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone er write: 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: EFFEMBE, Holb., London 


> The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 


THE BUILDER 


retaining walls Earth & General Contracts, Ltd., 
Williams Deacon’s Bank Market-st “Street, 
Chorley. Orkney: Coastguard Station, Kirkwall, 
25753, erection of new bathrooms & Kitchenette, etc., 
Orkney Builders, Ltd., Great Western-road, Kirkwall. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Erection of section 
house for 100 men, Canonbury-estate, Islington, 
Rush & Tompkins, £133,940; internal 

artial), Ede House, section ‘house, Mare-st. 

icketts & Sons, Ltd.; erection of block o ry aus 
19, Hartington-rd., W4, J. Dorey & Co., 

{London (War Dept.). —Contracts p laced War 
Dept. for week ended December 18:— 

Midlothian: painting, W. Cowper & Sons, Edin- 
burgh. Denbighshire: Painting, M. A. Appleton 
(Contractors), sow Wolverhampton. Cheshire: 
Flooring, Wm. Vernon & Son, Ltd., Chester. Staf- 
fordshire: Building work, Wm. Sharratt, Ltd., Wol- 
verhampton. Shropshire: work, C. Cornes 
& Son, Hanley; building work, ‘Davies & Sons, 
(Builders), Ltd., Wrexham. Civaee: Flooring, 
Thomas Building “and Construction Co., Ltd., Chester. 
Norfolk: Building work, George Greengrass, Ltd., 
North Walsham. Wiltshire: Building Work, S. W. 
Foster, Ltd., Radstock. Devonshire: Building work, 
Ss. J. Baker, Exmouth. Gloucestershire: Concrete 
structures, John Simmonds, Gloucester. Devonshire: 
Building work, M. T. Sleeman & Sons, Ltd., Exeter. 

Macclesfield .—Eight houses and four bungalows at 
Woodhouse-la., Gawsworth, for RDC: *B. Charles- 
worth, Congleton. 

arket 29 dwellings at Dalelands 
estate for UDC: *Charles R. Coxill, Ltd., Lilleshall, 
nr. Newport, £48,721. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—115 houses at the Kenton 
North estate for City C. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth Market, Newcastle: *John Twiname, Ltd., 
Brigham, Cumberland (27 houses and 26 old people’ H 
houses); *S. Reed (Contractors), Ltd., Chester-le- 
Street (9 houses); *Cussins (Contractors), Ltd., Gos- 
forth (53 houses). 

North Shields.—Conversion of former baths and 
washhouses in Saville-st. and Church-way\into shops 
for Hardy & Co., Newcastle-on-Tyne. en, 
Solomon, 30, St. Mary’ 's-pl., Newcastle: *W. 

Ltd., 10, Eldon-sq. i Newcastle-on-Tyne (work is in 
hand demolishing old buildings). 


dhoe-on-Tyne.—*E. Jeffcock (Contractors), Ltd.,. 


Walbottle-road, Newburn-on-Tyne, are -the contrac- 
tors for 105 houses at West Wylam, six at Prudhoe 
and nine at Mickley for UDC. Architect: J. M. 
Angus, Levaine-place, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


\\ed 
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BROAD-ACHESON 


CHELLAUVLAR BLOCKS 
BROAD & CO. LTD. PADDINGTON W2 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 


~ December 31 1954 


Scotland.—Contracts placed Scottish Special 
jousing Association, Ltd.:— 

Site. Servicing. —Midton, Gourock (120 Miller), 
Gourock Town Council Direct Labour auee site 


servicing. 
House Erection.—Wester__ Langlee, 


gable ‘walls. Mains of Fintry, Dundee (326 yriow 
Northern Sports Ground Construction Co., Edfhtu: 
garden fencing. Logan House, Lugar (44° traditional), 
J. M. Mcintosh, 34, Bellrock-ave., Prestwich, instalia- 
tion of electric cooker circuits. Hayshead, Arbroath 
(28 traditional), W. G. Walker & Sons ), Ltd., 

Duff-st., halt floor finish. 

South Connel, (four Blackburn), Barnet & 
Morton, Ltd., Kirkenlay, front and division fencing, 
Moncur-rd., Kilwinning (30 traditonal space saving), 
J. & D. Andrew, 134, Bank-st., Irvine, plasterwork 
to chimney breasts. Crombie, Fife (50 Unitray), SE 
Scotland Electricity Board, East Port, Dunfermline, 
electricity services. Foxbar, Paisley (252 Athol:), 
Scottish Gas Board, 27, McKenzie-st., Paisley, gas 
connections. Forehill-rd.. Ayr (100 Miller), Barnet & 
Morton, Kirkcaldy, division fencing. NW Larkfie!;, 
Greenock (100 Stuart), . Prentice & Sons, Lt¢., 
Caledonian Works, Larkhall, handrails. 
brochan, Cumnock (40 Cruden), Northern Sports 
Ground Construction Co., Edinburgh, fencing division 
and rear. Cunninghar, Tillicoultry (50 traditional), S. 
McMeekin, 126, Pinkie-rd., Musselburgh (tiler, rough- 
cast and plaster); Robert Keir, Tillicoultry (joiner); 
Boyne, Smith & Wylie, 22, Nelson-st., Bdinbur sh 
(electrical); J. Loughbridge, Me Mid-st. » Bathgate 
(paint); C. R. Smith & Co., 23, James-st., Dunfer:n- 
line (glazier); A. D. Mitchell & Sons, Tannage Brie, 
Kirriemuir (plumber). 

Wester Langlee, Galashiels (70 Thomson), Northern 
Sports Ground Construction Co., Edinburgh, hard- 
rails. Aberdeen—Mastrick (66 No-Fines), Northfield 
(60 No-Fines), Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., Royal 
Exchange-sq., Glasgow, asphalt to balconies. Farm- 
house, Mains of Fintry (72:No-Fines), D. P. Fenwick, 
2, Fairfield-st., Dundee, handrails to houses. 
Auchenback, Barrhead (52 Miller and 90 Atholl), 
Town Clerk, Barrhead, privet hedges and tree planting. 

Seaham.—30 ‘houses at the Leechmere estaic: 
*George H. Plemper, Ltd., St. Hilda’s Works, Old 
Chester-rd., Sunderland. 

Sheffield.—Erection of 174 ‘‘ houses at 
Gleadless Valley estate for TC: . J. Gleeson, Ltd., 
822, Chesterfield-rd., Sheffield, 426. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—39 houses and 66 flats on the 
Portrack housing estate for the TC. Boro’ A 
Hartley, 28, The uare, Stockton: *Moore and 
Cartwright, Ltd., High-st., Norton, £128,110 

Wantage (Berks):—Construction -of site works at 
Harwell housing site. *Boshers, Ltd. (Cholsey). 
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